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Vermont’s Recycling and Composting Initiative



Four Points Before We Begin

1. Preventing food waste can happen even without a ban

2. Some food is already being rescued for people in your region

3. Some food processing biproducts are already being recovered for 

animal feed and via the rendering industry

4. Consumers are more concerned about food waste



Why should we care?

10 year old carrots



Almost half of 
our waste could 

be recycled, 
donated, or 
composted

VT Residential 
Trash 2013



2012 – BIG year for Vermont

Universal Recycling (Act 148) passes unanimously

That’s 
recyclable!

Hey, you can 
compost 

that!



A Phased Approach

MATERIAL FACILITIES
must collect

HAULERS
must collect

LANDFILL 
BAN

Recyclables 2014 2015 2015
Leaf/Yard Waste 2015 2016
Clean Wood 2016 2016
Food Scraps 2017 2020 2014-2020



Food Scraps Disposal Ban Phases
Food scrap generators within 20 miles of a facility must 

separate if above these thresholds

• 2014 > 104 tons/year   2 tons/week

• 2015 >  52 tons/year    1 ton/week

• 2016 >  26 tons/year    1/2 ton/week

• 2017 >  18  tons/year   1/3 ton/week

• 2020 all food scraps banned regardless of distance



Flexibility

Hauler & Facility Exemptions

Residents that home compost can 
throw out meat and bones.

Businesses/Institutions that 
compost can request de minimis 
designation to dispose of some 
material.

Photo courtesy of CVSWMD



Universal Recycling Food Hierarchy



And…..It’s Working



Food Scrap haulers have nearly 
doubled since law was passed

40% of residential food waste is 
diverted to composting or animals

Vermonters compost 
more than ever before 
(9% increase this year)

Food 
Donation 
Doubled

100s of 
businesses 
compost





Slide with map of 
Compost facilities and 
Food Scrap Hauling 
services.

13 Certified Facilities 

~85% of towns are  
w/in 20 miles of a 
facility

~80% of towns have 
commercial services





Slide with map of 
Food Scrap Drop Off 
Facilities from UR 
Status Report.

Over 100 Food 
Scrap Drop-off 
Locations





Materials Management Map





How much food waste do you produce?

Food 
Scraps

Food 
Scraps

Food 
Scraps

Institution
(prison, nursing home, hospital)

# Beds X Lbs./meal X Meals/day X 7 days/wk = Lbs./wk
100 X   0.5         X       3         X       7         =  1,050

0.53 tons/week = estimated 27 tons/year



20-mile radius tool



EPA Excess Food Opportunities Map

• Map & resources
• Technical Methodology.
• FAQs.
• User Guide.
• Data available for download.

• For questions and feedback, 
email: 
SMMFood@epa.gov

https://www.epa.gov/foodmap 21

https://www.epa.gov/foodmap






Photo credit: Central Vermont Solid Waste 
Management District (CVSWMD)

Business Outreach



Vermont’s Story

1. Pilot Projects
Grants, Support, & Encourage Organics Recycling

2. Rules and Regulations – Find a place for Organics Recycling
Protection of Food Donors in Law
Compost Training, Technical Assistance, Siting, and Certification
Anaerobic Digestion Certification

3. Policy that supports market development



Learning Lessons

• Engage Stakeholders Early and Often
• Ensure Level Playing Field
• Provide a Path Forward for Facilities
• Watch Markets
• Enforce Carefully
• Use Funding to Incentivize Greatest Needs
• Listen and Adapt



FREE Symbols – at VTrecycles.com

josh.kelly@vermont.gov 802.522.5897
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter -- @VTrecycles

mailto:josh.kelly@Vermont.gov

	Universal Recycling�Vermont’s Recycling and Composting Initiative
	Four Points Before We Begin
	�Why should we care?�
	Slide Number 4
	2012 – BIG year for Vermont
	A Phased Approach
	Food Scraps Disposal Ban Phases
	Flexibility
	Universal Recycling Food Hierarchy
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Materials Management Map
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	20-mile radius tool
	EPA Excess Food Opportunities Map
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Vermont’s Story
	Learning Lessons
	FREE Symbols – at VTrecycles.com

