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Welcome to the 2006
Environmental Merit 
Awards Ceremony

It is a pleasure for us to share in the recognition of New England’s outstanding 
environmental leaders as they are honored at this year’s EPA Environmental 
Merit Awards ceremony. To see fi rst-hand the dedication of our worthy citizens, 
teachers, community activists, business leaders, scientists, government offi cials, 
and others who have exemplifi ed true leadership in protecting public health and 
New England’s environment provides hope and inspiration for our future.

Those we are honoring today are very much a part of our proud history, as EPA 
marks its 35-year anniversary. Over three-and-a-half decades, EPA has not just 
changed the way our environment looks. EPA has changed the way we all look 
at our environment. 

Through the use of innovative and collaborative approaches to environmental 
protection and a commitment to responsible stewardship, we have made remark-
able progress in our ongoing effort to make the air cleaner, water purer, and 
the land better-protected. But we could not do it alone. The worthy recognition 
given to our environmental leaders today is a tribute to the important relation-
ships that have developed between government, businesses, communities and 
individuals.

The legacy of these extraordinary New England leaders will impact our quality 
of life for generations to come, and we thank them for all of their good deeds 
and hard work.

Sincerely,

Stephen L. Johnson
Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Robert W. Varney
Regional Administrator
EPA New England



1970
Congress amends the Clean 
Air Act to set national air 
quality, auto emission, and 
anti-pollution standards.








































