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Best Management Practices Tips continued

7) Don’t push, roll, or drag containers.  Use the
right equipment to move the drums.

8) Make sure the drums are easy to reach --
keep an open aisle space so that people and
equipment can move freely.

9) Don’t drive equipment (trucks, forklifts) into
container storage areas unless you are
moving containers.

10) Keep the containers in a “containment area”
to hold spills.  Containment can be provided
by dikes, berms, or walls.    

Use a funnel to add or transfer wastes to
drums.  Remember when not in use to keep
funnel covered or closed 
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§265.174 Inspections

The owner or operator must inspect areas
where containers are stored, at least
weekly, looking for leaks and for
deterioration caused by corrosion or
other factors.

Best Management Practice

3. INSPECTING CONTAINERS

Container storage areas must be inspected weekly. 
Inspections protect you, your company, and the
public -- through inspections, you can stop spills
before they happen.

Your company should develop and maintain a
standard inspection checklist to be used during
every weekly inspection.  The checklist should be
detailed and address the labeling and management
procedures followed at your facility.  An example of
a checklist that can be modified to fit your facility is
attached to the back of this booklet.

At a minimum, the inspection checklist should cover:

1) leaks or staining from containers;
2) container condition, including dents, bulging,

and/or corrosion;
3) labeling -- start date, the words “Hazardous

Waste” and other information; and
4) management practices -- such as aisle

space, drum stacking.

Inspections should be detailed and methodical. 
Anyone doing inspections should be trained.

Tips for Conducting Inspections

1) Follow the inspection checklist -- make
detailed notes if you find something wrong.

2) Be thorough.  Check the tops of drums to
look for waste residue or corrosion. 

3) Walk all the way around containers -- check
entire storage area. 

4) Check containment area for stains.
5) Note anything unusual in containment area --

even if it might not be a problem.
6) If problems are found, get the problem taken

care of immediately.  
7) Keep a logbook of the facility’s inspection

checklist.



16      BMPHWC

Summary

The Best Management Practices Handbook for Hazardous Waste Containers was published with
the intent of helping to interpret the regulations pertaining to the handling and management of
hazardous waste containers.   The Handbook is not meant to act as a replacement for  the
regulations, but simply to give some practical examples of how to comply with them.  Generators
of hazardous waste should be aware that they must adhere to all the applicable regulations found
in Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

The Handbook is structured so that it follows the typical path a hazardous waste might take from
the time it is generated, until the container is ready to be sent offsite for disposal.  The first, and
most important task is for the generator to determine the composition and characteristics of the
hazardous waste.  The next step is to use that knowledge regarding the characteristics of the
waste, to choose a container which will be compatible with the waste. After the waste is
containerized, it should be marked or labeled appropriately, and moved into a container storage
area.  Once the container is transferred to a container storage area, it must be inspected weekly
and kept in good condition until it leaves the site.  Generators must consult the appropriate
Department of Transportation regulations found in Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations  
prior to shipping hazardous waste containers offsite for disposal.

Page 18 contains a list of phone numbers for both the EPA Region 6 office, as well as the  various
state agencies  located in Region 6.  If you have any questions regarding the handling and
management of hazardous waste containers, please contact your appropriate state agency, or the
EPA Region 6 office.  
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4.     HAZARDOUS WASTE CONTAINER STORAGE AREA
INSPECTION CHECKLIST

Month:                            Year:         

Instructions:  Weekly, place a “Yes” next to all inspection items that meet facility rules.  Place a
 “No” next to all inspection items that do not meet the rules.  Please provide specific comments 
 on all “No-marked”items.  When weekly inspection is completed, inspector must initial at the
 bottom of the table.  Report all No-marked items to appropriate supervisor.

Four-Week Inspection Period Comments on
Inspection Items

Inspection Item  Date:
_____

 Date:
_____

Date:
____

 Date:
_____

Number of Containers in Unit

Containers Marked/Labeled
Properly

Containers Dated Properly

Containers Stored 90 Days or Less

Containers Observed to be free of
Leaks/Staining

Containers Observed with Closed
Tops or Bungs

Containers Observed without
Dents or Corrosion

Appropriate Aisle Space
Maintained

Containment System free of Water
or Other Liquids

Inspectors Initials

Overall Comments:                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                              

                 

Reviewed by:                                                                            Date:                                               

Note: State and Federal regulations require that this inspection be performed weekly. 
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5. FEDERAL AND STATE CONTACTS

1) National Spill Response Center - (800) 424-8802

2) EPA Region 6 Emergency Response - (214) 665-2770

3) EPA Region 6  
1445 Ross Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75202
(214) 665-6444

4) RCRA/Superfund Hotline
Washington, DC
(800) 424-9346

5) State Agency Numbers:

Arkansas Department of Pollution Control & Ecology (ADPC&E) - 
8001 National Drive
Little Rock, Arkansas 72209
(501) 682-0744 

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ)  - 
7290 Bluebonnet Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70810
(504) 765-0647

New Mexico Environmental Department (NMED)  - 
1190 St. Francis Drive
Room North 4050
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
(505) 827-6055

Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ)  - 
1000 NE 10th Street
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73117
(405) 271-7363

Texas Natural Resources Conservation Commission (TNRCC) - 
Austin Regional Office
1921 Cedar Bend Dr.
Suite 150
Austin, Texas 78758
(512) 339-2929




