SAMPLE  TRIBAL LEADER’S INTIVATION LETTER








August 30, 2002





Pearl Capoeman-Baller


President, Quinault Indian Nation


P.O. 189


Taholah, Washington 98587





Dear Chairperson Capoeman-Baller:	





We are proud to announce the formation of the National Tribal Air Association (NTAA) and NTAA’s first annual meeting.  The NTAA is a tribal air quality organization dedicated to insuring that Tribes themselves set priorities and determine mechanisms for interacting with other governments on air quality issues.  





The mission of the NTAA is to collectively advance air quality management policies and programs, consistent with the needs, interests, and unique legal status of American Indian Tribes, Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians.  NTAA’s policies include cooperation with other tribal organizations and work groups on air related policies and issues.  





The existence of the NTAA represents the hard work of dedicated volunteers from tribal air programs across Indian Country.  These volunteers became the National Tribal Air Committee Working Group and were charged to build the infrastructure, and draft bylaws and a strategic plan for this tribal air quality organization.  The National Tribal Environmental Council is pleased to sponsor the Working Group and the new National Tribal Air Association. 





We are also excited to present the NTAA’s first annual meeting.  In the spirit of cooperation and partnership, NTAA’s first annual meeting will include tribes, tribal consortia and organizations, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  By building partnerships and working together we strengthen the national focus on the air quality management issues of importance to the Tribal Air programs, within Indian Country and the EPA.  





NTAA’s meeting will be held the week of October 14, 2002, at the Oneida Indian Nation of Wisconsin.  This October meeting will be co-sponsored by the Institute for Tribal Environmental Professionals (ITEP), and the EPA. 


 


The plan is for the first two days of the meeting to focus on the selection of NTAA’s Executive Committee members, and to finalize NTAA’s Bylaws and strategic plan.  In addition, with the participation of NTAA’s tribal partners, the Association will develop an agenda of key air issues to be addressed in the work of the Association and through interaction with EPA and other federal agencies.





The final two days, the NTAA will join ITEP’s National Tribal Forum (NTF) to receive information on several hot topics in tribal air quality management.   We hope that this format will encourage participation from all parties in this first joint national meeting for tribal air professionals.





Attached for your review are:





A summary of NTAA’s draft bylaws and strategic plan;


Information regarding NTAA’s October meeting and the National Tribal Air Committee Working Group; and   


A fact sheet regarding one particular set of substantive air issues:  Attainment designations under the national standards for ozone and particulate matter.





Please note that the ozone and particulate matter issues are of particular concern and require timely input by tribes.  While, this issue will be discussed at the National Tribal Air Association and National Tribal Forum joint meetings, your tribe may wish to investigate and take action on this even prior to that time.  The ozone fact sheet provides further sources of information.





Your comments may also be sent to Joanna Mounce Stancil, National Tribal Air Committee Working Group Facilitator at jstancil@ntec.org or call Joanna at 505-242-2175 or call toll free at 1-800-727-2175.





We look forward to hearing from you soon and in meeting with you during the first annual meeting of the National Tribal Air Association.  If you have questions, please feel free to contact me at 505-242-2175. 








Sincerely, 














Jerry Pardilla


Executive Director








