
ECMPS Stakeholder Meeting
Questions and Answers

May 13, 2008

Nashville, TN

Q1:
Will testers get the updated version of the Client Tool?  Can I import my test data into the production version when I transition? 

The test version will be virtually the same as the production version.  We will describe a way to move data from the testing version to the production version later in the meeting. 
Q2:
If I do not want to transition to ECMPS but I want to start working with my monitoring plans, should I register to test on PQA's website?  Do I have to register certain facilities?

Yes, you should register to test if you want to start working with your monitoring plans.  You must indicate which facilities you want to test.  PQA is loading all of the monitoring plans into the test environment.
Q3:
So far EPA is not restricting agents, but will the states?

After initial feedback from states, the rule was amended to handle most states with special situations.  Some states, like New York, might still elect to add future restrictions to agents.  This is a state decision.
Q4:
If you are a submit agent for a DR or an alternate DR and the person leaves, do you have to be recertified?

Yes.
We recommend that both the DR and the alternate DR assign the same agents in case one is replaced.

Q5:
When you register agents in CBS, does that cover ECMPS?  


You must assign agents specifically for ECMPS either online or via a paper form.  Allowance trading and all other types of agents are separate from ECMPS.  Any rep can have any number of agents, but they have to specifically set up their ECMPS agents for the units they want the agents to submit.

Q6:
Do you have to be added as an agent to use the test environment?

No.  The test environment does not contain official data.
Q7:
Will the agent get the same notifications as the primary and alternate representatives?

Yes.  

Q8:
If I resubmit 2007 monitoring plan data, are they subjected to ECMPS standards?

Once you transition to ECMPS, your complete monitoring plan history (through January 1, 2003) must be corrected, so it should already be compliant. 
Q9:
Has there been any progress on an offline version of the Client Tool?

This is still under consideration.
Q10:  How will you make ECMPS data publicly available?


The XML files submitted via ECMPS are publicly available on the Data & Maps website, just like the EDRs.

Q11:  Currently, there are "Retrieve" and "Submit" agents.  Could you also create a "Public" agent that has the ability to retrieve all reconciled data for all units?


That option is being considered.
Q12:
Can I submit my CAIR SO2 initial monitoring plans and certification applications via the Client Tool without transitioning my other units to XML?  


Yes.  There are two separate registrations for transitioning to ECMPS and submitting certification applications.
Q13:
I need to submit CAIR SO2 certification applications via ECMPS.  For the remainder of 2008, can I continue to submit EDRs via ETS-FTP?  Will I need to combine the monitoring plans in 2009?

Yes, you can continue to submit EDRs via ETS-FTP if you use ECMPS to submit your CAIR SO2 cert apps.  You will not need to combine the monitoring plans in 2009 because your ECMPS monitoring plan will contain all of the necessary information after you submit your initial monitoring plan for CAIR SO2 via ECMPS.  The legacy EDR will only contain NOx, but the ECMPS monitoring plan will contain everything.  The only risk involved would be making further changes to your monitoring plan in 2008 through the legacy system.  These changes would not be reflected in ECMPS so you would need to make those changes again in 2009 via ECMPS.

Q14:
 You indicated that if you transition to ECMPS, you have to transition whole facilities.  We have a source that has acid rain affected units but also some CTs that are in the NOx Budget Program and will be affected by CAIR SO2.  If we transition the CTs, do we have to transition the coal-fired units as well?

No.  The CAIR SO2 certification application registration is on a unit basis.
-Q15:There are three registrations:  testing, permanent transition, and CAIR SO2.  The testing registration is located on PQA's website, but the other two registrations can be found on EPA's website?

All of the registrations can be found on both the EPA and PQA websites.  We will demonstrate these registrations later in the meeting.
Q16:
Do CAIR SO2 initial monitoring plans require CO2?


No.

Q17:
You said that I could "save the Monitoring plan corrections" by exporting an Excel or PDF file.  When the monitoring plans are merged in production, does it matter whether the file was saved in Excel or PDF?

You can only save the reports in Excel or PDF format, not the actual data.  If you want to export data, you should use the Export module.

Q18:
Why are some of the fields in the example data blank?  

The configuration that is used in the example might not require certain information.

Q19: Why are you requiring begin and end hours for historical data?  This was not a requirement in the past so you are asking people to create this data.  Since the emissions data have been reconciled and cannot be affected by changes to the monitoring plan, why are you requiring that resources be expended to add begin and end hours to historical records? 

Currently, the software makes assumptions about the begin and end hours and the new requirements eliminate the need for assumptions.  The hourly data are affected by these data.  In the example that was shown in the demo, the data did not necessarily reflect real-world scenarios.  Most errors in reporting dates and hours span over days, not just hours, so these reporting errors need to be corrected.  
Q20:
Do we need to fix our historical QA data?

The new requirements for QA will only apply to future tests.  Most people will not need to make any changes to their QA data in ECMPS, unless they need to resubmit prior data because of reporting errors.
Q21:
Can you view the emissions data by monthly summaries?

This is a requested enhancement that has not yet been developed.

Q22:
During testing, will I find problems in my 2008 emissions data and if so, should I fix my emissions data?

Your emissions data are not being provided for testing.  If you want to test emissions data, you must obtain a file produced from a DAHS.  There are new reporting requirements that were not checked in MDC, such as daily calibrations, that will create errors in ECMPS.  You should not fix past emissions data unless you discover that you failed to follow a reporting rule.  The objective of testing emissions data should be to familiarize yourself with new requirements and identify any problems with the DAHS software.  

Q23:
Can you evaluate an incomplete quarter of emissions data?

Yes, but you will get an error indicating that some hours of the reporting period were missing.  You can only submit full quarters of emissions data.
Q24:
 Will the test version of the Client Tool contain LME functionality that will allow me to create data?

Yes.  LME data can be created in the Emissions Data module of the test version.

Q25:
 What is the capacity of ECMPS?  Can I view multiple years of data? 

The Emissions Data module spans multiple years.  There are some computer space limitations -- the SQL server database of a standalone user will hold 4 GB of data, but this should not affect many users.  If you run out of space in your SQL database, you can delete data or get a more powerful version of SQL server.
Q26: Are the SQL table definitions available?
 


The SQL table definitions are posted on EPA's website, but they need to be updated.

Q27:
Does the Client Tool perform all of the possible evaluations of my data?

The Client Tool performs all of the Part 75 data checks and gives you the feedback that is currently supplied by MDC and ETS-FTP.  However, there are other ad hoc audits that require EPA judgment and this feedback is sent after you submit.  
Q28: When you submit QA data, you cannot resubmit.  Is this true for emissions data?


No.  You can resubmit emissions data an unlimited number of times during the reporting month.  After the reporting month, you would need to get permission from EPA to resubmit emissions data.

Q29:
We upgraded to a SQL server.  Can we run a remote client that everyone can access?

Yes.  There are lots of configurations that support a multiple user environment.  

Q30:
Does the Client Tool have built-in user restrictions?

Currently, no.  EPA only restricts access to the EPA Host System by requiring a CBS User Name and Password.  There are planned enhancements to restrict local access through Client Tool security.  Currently, there is the option to have users work offline, which means that they could not access the EPA Host System, but they could still edit the data.
Q31: How does synchronization work for reps or agents who are responsible for multiple facilities?

If you are an agent/rep, the facilities for which you are responsible will be automatically downloaded into your local Client Tool when you login to the EPA Host System.  If someone else is using a different Client Tool but is responsible for some of the same facilities that you are responsible for, then they will retrieve identical data for those facilities when they login.  In addition, the test history data, data related to whether you are allowed to submit emissions data, operating hours, summary data from previous quarters, and facility unit data are downloaded behind the scenes every time you synchronize.

If you are a standalone user or are using a shared database, you will never be out of sync with regard to monitoring plan, QA, or emissions data.  If facility or unit data are changed in the CAMD Business System, you will be out of sync until the data are synced with your Client Tool.  You have to have at least two standalone versions to be concerned about synchronization.  Synchronization ensures that everyone has the same data from the EPA.  Note that the Client Tool does not automatically synchronize emissions data because of the file size, but you can retrieve previously submitted emissions data.  If you are responsible for a lot of facilities and other people are working with that data, synchronization might take a little while.  You can also elect not to synchronize your monitoring plan when you login.
Q32: If you change your monitoring plan, do you have to submit it in order to save the changes?

Before you submit, the Client Tool will synchronize with the EPA Host System and ensure that you are using the data that is on the EPA Host System.  If someone had changed the data since you loaded the data into your Client Tool, you would receive a message that you are no longer in sync with the EPA Host System.  For another standalone user to see your changes, you must submit the monitoring plan to the EPA Host System and then the other user must synchronize to obtain your changes.
Q33: What steps do I have to take to synchronize with the EPA Host System?


When you first log into the Client Tool, you are prompted to synchronize.  You are forced to synchronize before you submit.  You can manually synchronize by logging into the EPA Host System using the EPA Host menu in the Client Tool.  Once you login to the Host, you are automatically synchronized with the EPA Host System.
Q34: You said that the tabs on the Add/Edit screens are designed to appear only when they are relevant to the data.  Does this mean that I will only see the fields that I am required to submit?

No.  In addition, on the Monitoring Plan Add/Edit screens, you might see tabs that are not relevant.


Q35:
Do I have to import the files from the EPA Host System to be in synch?


No.  The data from the EPA Host System is automatically retrieved into your Client Tool when you synchronize.  You would only need to import files from your DAHS vendor.
Q36:
In order to synchronize with the EPA Host System, does the user have to be a Retrieve agent? 

Yes.  To synchronize, the user must be able to login to the EPA Host System, which requires the minimum agent status of "Retrieve."
Q37:
 If data that I submit are not loaded into the EPA Host System, whose responsibility is it to deal with this?


You must resubmit your files if they are not loaded into the EPA Host System.  Your analyst will contact you if you fail to resubmit.

Q38:
Will I be able to have the testing and production versions of the Client Tool installed on my computer at the same time?


Yes.  You can only run one at a time and they use separate local databases so that the data cannot be used in the wrong environment.
Q39:
What are some programs that can open an XML file?


Microsoft has a free XML viewer that can be found in the "general" FAQs on the PQA ECMPS website.  In addition, you can Google "XML viewers" to find free and commercial viewers.  XML Spy is a costly commercial version.  Notepad will open XML files, as well.  

Q40:
Can I use a new unit to test? 

If you have filed the proper forms to be identified through CBS, then you can use that unit to test.


Q41:
When I backup my Client Tool database, are previous database backups erased?


A database backup is a snapshot of your database at that point in time.  All of your backed up databases are stored until you delete them.
Q42:
Can we keep testing after September?
 
You can continue to use the data in your Client Tool to run evaluations offline after the connection to the EPA Host system ends in September.






