
EPA and SEMARNAT created the ten year Border 2012 
Program in partnership with other fed-

eral agencies including the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services and the Mexican Secretariat of Health, the ten border-state 
governments, and U.S. tribal governments. Border 2012 emphasizes 
a bottom-up approach, anticipating that local decision-making, pri-
ority-setting, and project implementation will best address environ-
mental issues in the border region. Border 2012 has evolved from 
previous binational programs: the Integrated Border Environmental 
Plan and Border XXI.

Regional Workgroups are the foundation of Border 2012. They are 
geographically focused, emphasize regional public health and envi-
ronmental issues. The Workgroups coordinate activities at the regional 
level and support the efforts of local Task Forces. Each Regional 
Workgroup has one state and one federal co-chair from each country. 
Four binational workgroups have been established in the following 
regions: California-Baja California, Arizona-Sonora, New Mexico-Texas-
Chihuahua, and Texas-Coahuila-Nuevo León-Tamaulipas.

This publication focuses on the California/Baja California Regional 
Workgroup and the Task Forces created under this Workgroup.  
To learn more about the Border 2012 Program, visit the website  
at http://www/epa.gov/usmexicoborder or  
http://www.semarnat.gob.mx/frontera2012. ■
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Border 2012:  
U.S. – Mexico Environmental Program

MISSION STATEMENT:

“To protect the environment and public health in the U.S.-Mexico border region, 
consistent with the principles of sustainable development.”

Regional Task Forces Identified
Under Border 2012, regional workgroups have the ability to 
create task forces to address specific regionally- and commu-
nity -identified concerns, to implement site-specific projects, 
or to address issue-specific concerns. The Co-chairs of the 
California/Baja California have identified seven task forces for 
this region. These are:

1. Waste and Enforcement

2. Environmental Education

3. Air Quality–Imperial Valley/Mexicali

4. Air Qualtiy–San Diego/Tijuana

5. Water Quality–Tijuana River Watershed 

6. Water Quality–Lower Colorado River

7. Chemical Emergency Preparedness–San Diego/Tijuana

8. Chemical Emergence Preparedness–Imperial Valley Mexicali

The Task Forces are as representational as possible, including 
interested local communities, relevant local, state, federal, and 
tribal governments; binational organizations; non-governmental 
and community based organizations; academic institutions; 
and the private sector as appropriate. In very limited cases, 
regional task forces may restrict access to meetings when sen-
sitive or enforcement confidential discussions are taking place. 

For more information on the Task Forces of this region, please 
contact Dave Fege at 619-235-4769 or fege.dave@epa.gov or 
Alex Rodarte at 916-341-6136 or at arodarte@calepa.ca.gov. ■
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U. S. Co-Chair and Organization Phone Numbers & E-mail Mexico Co-Chair and Organization Phone Numbers & E-mail

Waste and Enforcement
Emily Pimentel
US EPA (Waste Co-Chair)

John Rothman 
US EPA (Enforcement Co-Chair)

Lisa Brown 
Cal-EPA State of California Co-Chair

(415) 972-3326 
pimentel.emily@epa.gov

(415) 972-3923
rothman.john@epa.gov 

(916) 322-7310
lbrown@calepa.ca.gov 

Lic. Ricardo Castellanos
Delegado PROFEPA 

(011 52) 686 568-9260 or 
(011 52) 686 568-9267 
(011 52) 686 568-9266 fax
pfpabc@telnor.net

Environmental Education
Erik Lee
Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies
University of California, San Diego

858 822-0056
858-534-6447 fax
ewlee@ucsd.edu

Laura Silvan
Projecto Fronterizo de la Educacion 
Ambiental

(011 52) 664-630-05-90
(011 52) 664-630-05-90 fax 
(call for fax tone) 
ambiente@proyectofronterizo.org.mx

Air Quality—Imperial Valley/Mexicali
Kimberly Collins
CCEBRES

(760) 768-5510
(760) 768-5583 fax 
kcollins@mail.sdsu.edu 

Dr. Margarito Quintero Nuñez 
UABC

(011 52) 686 566-4150
maquinu@iing.mxl.uabc.mx

Air Quality—San Diego Tijuana
William E. Powers
Powers Engineering

(619) 295-2072
(619) 295-2073 fax

Saul Guzman
SEMARNAT

(011 52) 664-634-7516
(011 52) 664-634-7483 fax
saul.guzman@semarnat.gob.mx

Water Quality—Tijuana River Watershed
Elsa Saxod 
City of San Diego

(619) 533-3466   
(619) 533-3866 fax  
esaxod@sandiego.gov

Laura Silvan
Projecto Fronterizo de la Educacion 
Ambiental

(011 52) 664-630-05-90 fax 
(call for fax tone) 
ambiente@proyectofronterizo.org.mx

Water Quality—Lower Colorado River
To Be Determined To Be Determined

Chemical Emergency Preparedness and Response—San Diego/Tijuana
Mike Dorsey
Chief, County of San Diego Dept of 
Env. Health, Hazardous Materials 
Division

(619) 338-2395
(619) 338-2139 fax
michael.dorsey@sdcounty.ca.gov

Lic. Ricardo Castellanos Delegado
PROFEPA

(011 52) 686-568-9266 
(011 52) 686-568-9267
(011 52) 686-458-9252 fax
pfpabc@telnor.net

Chemical Emergency Preparedness and Response—Imperial Valley/Mexicali 
Joe Buzo
Chief
Imperial County Fire Department

(760) 355-1191
(760) 355-1482 fax 
joebuzo@imperialcounty.net

Raymundo Noriega
Protección Civil Estado de Baja 
California
 

(011 52) 686-557-2850 
(011 52) 686-557-4758 fax
raymundonoriega@yahoo.com.mx

Task Force Co-Chairs

California/Baja California Regional Workgroup Co-Chairs
Enrique Villegas
Director, General Directorate of Ecology
State of Baja California

Terry Tamminen
Secretary
California Environmental Protection 
Agency

Laura Yoshii
Deputy Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 9

Hugo Adriel Zepeda 
Federal Delegate for Baja California
Secretariat for Environment and 
Natural Resources 

Other Contacts
Tomas Torres
U.S. EPA Border Program Coordinator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
619-235-4775
torres.tomas@epa.gov

Dave Fege
California Border Contact
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
619-235-4769
fege.dave@epa.gov

Ricardo Martinez
Senior Policy Advisor for Border Affairs 
California Environmental Protection 
Agency
916-324-7316
rmartinez@swrcb.ca.gov


