
United States Attorney John P. Kacavas 
District of New Hampshire 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Theresa A. Leppard 
 Wednesday, January 19, 2010 (603) 230-2502 

http://www.justice.gov/usao/nh/    email: usanh.media@usdoj.gov 

COMPANY PLEADS GUILTY TO CRIMINAL CHARGE
 
ARISING FROM DISCHARGE OF AMMONIA THAT
 

KNOCKED OUT WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT  


CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE - American Refrigeration Company, Inc., (ARC) pled 
guilty to one criminal count of causing the Suncook (N.H.) Wastewater Treatment Facility 
(SWTF) to violate its own environmental permit by discharging ammonia down a sewer drain, 
rendering the treatment plant inoperable and causing the treatment plant to discharge wastewater 
into the Merrimack River, announced United States Attorney John P. Kacavas.   

ARC, headquartered in Andover, Massachusetts, services industrial refrigeration systems. 

ARC acknowledged that on January 24, 2008, an ammonia technician employed by the 
company began servicing an industrial refrigeration system at a customer’s facility in Pembroke, 
N.H. The service job required the technician to remove all of the ammonia from the holding 
tank. After transferring most but not all of the ammonia to other parts of the refrigeration 
system, the technician drained the remaining ammonia to a floor drain, which he knew led to a 
publicly owned treatment works.  The technician did not obtain permission from any federal, 
state or local environmental authority before making the discharge.   

After it was discharged down the floor drain, the ammonia was pumped and carried by 
gravity to the SWTF.  The SWTF has a permit under the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System allowing it to discharge treated wastewater to the Merrimack River subject 
to certain conditions, including limits on the discharge’s pH.  On January 25, the ammonia 
caused the SWTF to violate the pH condition of its NPDES permit.  In addition, the discharged 
ammonia resulted in toxic shock in the treatment tanks at the SWTF killing much of the organic 
biomass relied upon for treatment of sewage.  Accordingly, the ammonia discharge resulted not 
only in an ammonia pass-through but also in the discharge of untreated or significantly under-
treated wastewater which, in turn, led to the discharge into the river of undesirable levels of 
suspended solids and biological oxygen demand.  The plant’s operations returned to normal on 
January 28. 



The crime to which ARC pleaded guilty carries a maximum corporate term of probation 
of five years and a fine of up to $500,000. Sentencing is scheduled for April 18, 2011. 

Michael Hubbard, Special Agent in Charge of the Criminal Investigation division of the 
Boston Office of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Boston Office, which investigated 
this case, stated, “This prosecution should send a message of deterrence to the regulated 
community that the EPA’s Criminal Investigation Division will not tolerate the type of criminal 
conduct that puts the American public and the environment at risk.” 

The prosecution is being handled by Assistant U.S. Attorney Bill Morse. 


