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October 117, 2011 

Departmment of Juustice 


Unitted States Attorney William CC. Killian Eastern DDistrict of Tennesseee 


LAWRRENCE PAARAWAN PPLEADS GGUILTY TTO MISUSE OF PESTICIDE AAND 
UNNLAWFUL KILLINNG OF A MMIGRATORRY BIRD 

CHATTANOOGA, Tennn.-- Lawrennce Parawan,  57, of Wartrrace, Tenn., ppleaded guiltyy today in th e 
U.S. Distrrict Court forr the Easternn District of TTennessee at Chattanoogaa, to the misuuse of a pesticcide 
known ass carbofuran,, and the unlaawful killing of a migrato ry bird. Senttencing has bbeen set for 
January 330, 2012, in UU.S. District Court in Chaattanooga. 

Parawan faces a term of six monthhs in prison for killing a mmigratory birdd and 30 dayys in prison fofor 
misuse off the pesticidde carbofurann. He also facces a fine of uup to $15,0000 and up to oone year of 
superviseed release. 

In Decemmber 2010, Paarawan lacedd a chicken caarcass with thhe pesticide ccalled carboffuran which iis 
known coommercially aas Furadan. PParawan placed the poisooned carcass in the open oon his Bedfo rd 
County, TTenn., farm inntending to kkill predatorss of his chickken farm. In aall forms withhin the Uniteed 
States, byy federal reguulation, carboofuran is pacckaged with laabels that contain use resstrictions. Laacing 
a chickenn carcass inteending to poisson wildlife iis inconsistennt with the usse restrictionns on all 
carbofuraan labels. Sevveral animalss that came inn contact witth the chickenn carcass we re killed, 
includingg opossums, aa skunk, coyootes and a neeighbor’s dogg. The defenddant also killeed a Northernn 
Harrier HHawk (Circuss Cyaneus) wiith the poisoned chicken carcass. Thee U.S. Depart ment of the 
Interior, FFish and Willdlife Servicee in Ashland, Ore., performmed an laborratory examinnation of thee 
Harrier HHawk and dettermined thaat the hawk’s carcass conttained carboffuran and, baased on the 
lethality oof carbofurann, had died ddue to being ppoisoned by ccarbofuran. TThe Northernn Harrier Haawk is 
a protecteed bird unde r the Migratoory Bird Treaaty Act.  

U.S. Attorrney Bill Killlian stated, “IIntentional mmisuse of pessticides, espe cially when i t results in thhe 
death of pprotected or endangered wwildlife is a sserious offense. I commennd the coopeerative effortss of 
the local, state and fedderal investiggating agenciies involved ffor their efforts in obtainiing a successsful 
outcome in this case.”” 



On August 2, 2011, a two-count information, which included the aforementioned charges, was filed 
by the U.S. Attorney’s Office against Parawan. This information was the result of an ongoing 
investigation by Bedford County Sheriff’s Department, Tennessee Wildlife Resource Agency, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Criminal Investigation Division 
and Tennessee Department of Agriculture Regulatory Services. James T. Brooks, Assistant U.S. 
Attorney represented the United States.  


