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THE DESIGN FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AUTO REFINISHING SHOP PROJECT’S GOAL IS TO WORK WITH AUTO

REFINISHERS TO IDENTIFY AND ADOPT SAFER, CLEANER, MORE EFFICIENT PRACTICES AND TECHNOLOGIES.

Are supplied-air respirators more expensive than air-purifying respirators?

Not necessarily.  Some auto refinishing shops have found that the overall cost of a supplied-air
respirator system—including initial purchase, installation, and maintenance—is comparable to, or less

than, the overall cost of air-purifying
respirators, with the continuing expense for
organic vapor replacement cartridges.

Do supplied-air respirators present
challenges to auto refinishing shop
workers?

Perhaps, but the health benefits of
supplied-air systems make the challenges, such
as convenience and up-front cost, worth
overcoming.  Painters have found supplied-air
systems that are comfortable, do not hamper
visibility, and are easy to put on and take off. 
Some of the newer models quickly convert to
air-purifying respirators for non-spraying
activities; others are even air-conditioned! 
More and more painters are opting for the
greater protection of supplied-air
respirators—the key is finding the system
that’s right for you.

How can I get more information on supplied-air respirators?

(1) Talk to painters who use supplied-air systems for first-hand accounts.

(2) Call your paint supplier, your equipment supplier, or a respirator manufacturer to learn about
the variety of available respirators.  Some of these companies might even offer free
demonstrations of their products at your shop.

(3)   Consult with Mary Cushmac (202-260-4443, cushmac.mary@epa.gov) or David DiFiore        
       (202-260-3374, difiore.david@epa.gov) of the DfE Project Team.

The mention or illustration of any product or company does not constitute an endorsement by
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.


