Natural Gas STAR Communications Template: 
Publicizing Your Natural Gas STAR Accomplishments
Instructions for Use:
The attached communications template is designed to help you develop a company-specific announcement of your organization’s achievements and participation in the Natural Gas STAR Program.

This text can be used in whole or in part, in press releases, company newsletters, stockholder reports, Web sites, etc. If you have any questions, or need any assistance in developing your Natural Gas STAR communications pieces, please contact your Natural Gas STAR EPA Program Manager or your STAR Service Representative. EPA can provide additional sample text or graphics that you may want to use including the Program logo or other images, charts, or graphs. 

For Additional Information:

· For further background on the Natural Gas STAR Program and Program contact information, visit epa.gov/gasstar.
· For further information on Natural Gas STAR Program partner accomplishments, visit epa.gov/gasstar/accomplishments.
· For information on how to calculate greenhouse gas equivalencies, visit epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-resources/calculator.html.
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[Fill in: Company name] has been a partner in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Natural Gas STAR Program for [Fill in: number of years] years. Natural Gas STAR is a flexible, voluntary partnership that encourages oil and natural gas companies—both domestically and internationally—to adopt proven, cost-effective technologies and practices that improve operational efficiency and reduce methane emissions. 
Methane is the primary component of natural gas and is a potent greenhouse gas, 21 times more powerful than carbon dioxide (CO2) in trapping heat in the atmosphere over a 100-year period. 
Since 1993, Natural Gas STAR partners have reported more than 994 billion cubic feet (Bcf) of methane emission reductions domestically (94 Bcf in 2010 alone) through implementation of approximately 150 cost-effective technologies and practices. Natural Gas STAR International partners reported 6.8 Bcf of methane emissions reductions for 2010 and a total of 77.8 Bcf since 2006—the inception of the Natural Gas STAR International Program. 
 [Fill in: Company name] is a partner in the Natural Gas STAR Program and is committed to reducing environmental impacts by preventing the release of methane emissions from our systems when [Insert activity: producing/processing/transmitting/ distributing] [Insert as appropriate: oil and natural gas.] This year, we reduced our methane emissions by [Insert: emissions reductions] million cubic feet (MMcf), saving $[Insert: dollar amount] in the process. Furthermore, these emissions reductions are equivalent to [Insert: greenhouse gas equivalencies can be calculated at epa.gov/cleanenergy/energy-resources/calculator.html]. 
[Fill in: Company name] accomplished this by implementing a wide variety of technologies and practices identified through the Natural Gas STAR Program, as well as other activities suggested by company personnel, such as [Insert: list of emissions reduction technologies/practices implemented, pilot program initiated, or baseline study/inventory conducted]. Through these activities, [Fill in: Company name] has not only saved over $[Insert: dollar amount] worth of natural gas but is also increasing operational efficiency, delivering more natural gas to market, and making positive contributions to the global environment. We achieved these reductions through the collaboration of [Insert: details on organizational management of internal Natural Gas STAR Program]. [Fill in: Company name] will continue to evaluate emerging technologies and practices and apply these as appropriate. Future plans include: [Insert: list of emissions reduction technologies/practices to be expanded or implemented, or anticipated pilot programs].

Details about [Fill in: Company name’s] environmental programs are provided at [Fill in: URL].

Natural Gas STAR has more than 130 partner companies and is endorsed by 20 industry trade associations. For additional information about the Natural Gas STAR Program, visit epa.gov/gasstar.






[Fill in: Company Name] Reduces Methane Emissions Through the Natural Gas STAR Program











