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Code Name Description
ALT Alternate Method Sample was obtained using an alternate collection method. This flag alerts data users to read details presented in the sampling 

method exception text
CONT Known contamination Sample is known (i.e., confirmed) to have been contaminated in the field or during transport. Validity of results from this sample 

may be compromised
FRZN Freezing Sample was unintentionally frozen in field or during transport

LOST Lost/Not Submitted Sample was taken but either was not submitted for analysis or was lost before being analyzed

SPIL Spillage/Leakage Sample spilled or leaked in the field or during transport. Sample was submitted anyway. Validity of results from this sample may 
be compromised

SUSP Suspected contamination Sample is suspected (i.e., but not confirmed) to have been contaminated in the field or during transport. Validity of results from this 
sample may be compromised

SXBD Equipment Malfunction Sampling equipment malfunctioned or did not function as intended

OTHER Other Validity of results from this sample may be compromised due to conditions other than presented in this list. This flag alerts data 
users to read details presented in the field crew comments text
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