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Objective

To establish current use patterns, trends
and fate of creosote treated wood In
Ontario as well as to identify best means
of disposal to minimize the impact of
creosoted wood on the Great Lakes Basin

= A T
____#Envlrnnment-c_anadﬂ S

www.ec.gc.ca



Background

2005 Ontario Benzo(a)pyrene Sources
8,340 kg (18,348 Ibs)

Other

Iron & Steel
(under review)
(33%)

Residential Wood
Combustion
(28%)

Creosote Railway Ties
(30%)

Environment Canada
www.ec.gc.ca
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Creosote Manufacturers & Treaters

Manufacturing

 VFT Canada Inc. (Hamilton, Ontario)
— The only manufacturer of creosote in Ontario and Canada
— Operates under the Responsible Care Program
— Holds several registrations for heavy-duty and brush-grade creosote

— 2006 National Pollutant Release Inventory numbers for
benzo(a)pyrene

« 2.1 kg release to air
» 5,967 kg transferred off-site for physical treatment

Ontario Treaters
* No pressure-treated wood facilities in Ontario using creosote

SE g e -
"Environment Canada
o www.ec.gc.ca



Creosote Treated Wood Installed in Ontario

Estimated and Projected Volumes of Creosote Treated Wood
Installed in Ontario
10,000,000
E
S 1,000,000
§ @ 1992
B m 2007
< 02012
£ 100,000
>
°
> T
10,000
Railway Ties Poles Highway Timbers
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Creosote Treated Wood Removed from Service

In Ontario

Estimated and Projected Volumes of Creosote Treated
Wood Removed from Service in Ontario

{ { { { {

ey s [

Poles E

Highway Timbers

s |

o 16,000 32,000 48,000 64,000 80,000

Volume Removed from Service (m?3)

@ 1992
m 2007
02012
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Alternatives to Creosote Treated Wood

Canadian Railways

— Have been testing alternatives for many years

» Alternative Preservatives, Composite and Laminated Wood,
Concrete, Steel

— Wood generally outperforms alternative materials in costs and
usually in performance and service life

» Potentially technical viable option may be Copper Naphthenate
In an oll carrier

— Relatively expensive
— Inconsistency in composition may affect performance

— Neither of the two major railways expect a change from
current practices

SE g e -
"Environment Canada
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Discussion and Recommendations

» By 2028 or sooner, it is expected that all creosote
treated wood other than railway ties would have
been removed

»  Ensure wood is reused and recycled

* Use of available and proven technology for
recycling and disposal

* Regulatory barriers for recycling and disposal
technology in Canada must be minimized

*  Ensure continued political commitment to the
proper management of post-use treated wood

» Recognize the benefits of creosoted wood

*  Once the barriers have been minimized,
landfilling of treated wood residues should be
discouraged

*  Maximize coordination and collaboration among
governments

= = -
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