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AndrewJacques
HydrocarbonSolventsHPV ConsortiumManager
AmericanChemistryCouncil.
1300WilsonBoulevard
Arlington, VA 22209

DearMr. Jacques:

Thankyoufor yourDecember1,. 1999,letterto theAdministratoroftheUnited States
EnvironmentalProtectionAgency(EPA) regardingtheHydrocarbonSolventsHPV
Consortium’ssponsorshipofaddilionalchemicalsunderEPA’sHigh ProductionVolume(HPV)
ChallengeProgram. TheAdministratorhasaskedthatI respondonherbehalf. I apologizefor
thelengthy delayin replyingto your letter. Beforerespondingto yourletter,I wantto thankthe
HydrocarbonSolventsHPV Consortiumfor its supportoftheHPV ChallengeProgramthrough
its sponsorshipofnumerouschemicals.

In your letter,you amendedyourpreviouscommitmentofMarch15, 1999,by sponsoring
twelveadditionalchemicals. We haveaccordinglyamendedthecommitmentinformationfor the
HydrocarbonSolventsHPV Consortiumon theChemicalRight To Know(ChemRTK)website
(www.epa.gov/chemrtk~.

You alsonotedthatsincebothp-xylene(CAS No. 106-42-3)andxylene(mixedisomers)
(CASNo. 1330-20-7)wereincludedin theOrganizationfor EconomicCooperationand
Development’s(OECD) HPV ScreeningInformationDataSet(SIDS)Program,theHydrocarbon
SolventsHPV Consortiumwouldnot be sponsoringthesechemicalsin theHPV Challenge
Program. On March2, 2000,theAgencyassignedan indicatorof”2” to p-xylene(CAS No.
106-42-3)andto xylene(mixedisomers)(CAS No. 1330-20-7)on theHPV ChemicalList,
indicating thatthesechemicalsarebeingsponsoredundertheOECD HPV SIDSProgram.
•However,sincethattime, EPAhaslearnedthatp-xylene(CAS No. 106-42-3)isno longerbeing
sponsoredundertheOECD HPV SIDS Program. As aresult,wewill removetheindicatorof
“2” for p-xylene,(CAS No. 106-42-3),andreferenceto sponsorshipofthis. chemicalunderthe




