Bio for Ethel DeMarr








Ethel DeMarr is the Manager for Environmental Planning and Technology Initiatives for the Salt River Project (SRP.)  SRP is the nation's third largest public power entity, serving over 700,000 customers in the Phoenix metropolitan area. SRP also provides water to the municipalities in the Phoenix area from its reservoir system on the Salt and Verde Rivers. 





In her capacity, Ethel is responsible for SRP's Renewable Energy Program and all research and development activities for the company. The Renewable Energy Program began in May of 2000 with an initial budget of $29 million for the first four years. The first major project under this program was the 4MW landfill gas energy facility on the Salt River Pima Maricopa Indian Community. Additional renewable energy projects will include a low impact hydro facility on the canal system and multiple solar sites in the Phoenix area. 





Prior to coming to SRP in 1997, Ethel served in state government for 16 years.  From 1993-1997, she was the Director for Waste Programs for the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ.)  She supervised the Hazardous Waste, Solid Waste, State Superfund, Pollution Prevention and the Underground Storage Tank programs.  Ethel served as chair of a state soil remediation task force and represented ADEQ on a state groundwater task force. 





Before going to ADEQ, Ethel was the Assistant Director for Hazardous Materials for the Arizona Division of Emergency Management and the Executive Director for the Arizona Emergency Response Commission. She served on many boards and national committees involving hazardous materials response and training. 





Ethel currently serves on the Boards for the Scottsdale Boys and Girls Club and the Southwest Center for Education and the Natural Environment.





She is married and has two grown stepchildren and two grandchildren.  She enjoys golf, rowing, traveling, and hiking.  She is a summa cum laude graduate of Arizona State University.





