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EPA Disclaimer
Notice: This document has been provided as part of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency Resource Conservation Challenge Web Academy Recycling 
and Solid Waste Management Educational Series. This document does not 
constitute EPA policy or guidance and should not be interpreted as providing 
regulatory interpretations. Inclusion within this document of trade names, 
company names, products, technologies and approaches does not constitute or 
imply endorsement or recommendation by EPA. Information contained within 
this document from non-EPA presenters has not been screened or verified. 

Therefore, EPA has not confirmed the accuracy or legal adequacy of any 
information provided by the non-EPA presenters and used by EPA on this web 
site. Finally, links to non-EPA websites are provided for the convenience of the 
user; reference to these sites does not imply any official EPA endorsement of 
the opinions, ideas, data or products presented at those locations nor does it 
guarantee the accuracy of the information provided.
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My 3 Biases:

1.Tree-hugger 
www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org

2.Green Business Owner 
www.BrewOrganic.com

3.Beer Activist (read the book!) 
www.BeerActivist.com
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My Book 
Fermenting 
Revolution: 

How to Drink 
Beer & Save 

the World
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White House Responsible 
Purchasing Conference, 2005
Launched RPN with institutional purchasers from 
Gov’t, Business, Higher Ed., Faith communities
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What Does Green Mean? 
Learn the Lingo of Ecolabeling

Attribute: a product characteristic, e.g. recycled content

Criterion: a quantified attribute, e.g. 30% PCW

Standard: a group of criteria used as a benchmark, e.g. 30% 

PCW, 20% pre-consumer, and PCF can be a certification standard 

or a purchasing standard.

Certification: the verification of a standard.

Ecolabel: a label indicating the verification of a standard.
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Types of Ecolabels
The International Standards Organization defines three types:

Type I: A multi-criteria, third party-certified environmental labeling 
program based on life cycle considerations. Type I labels are 
sometimes referred to as “seals of approval”.

Type II: An informative environmental product self-declaration that 
has not been independently verified.

Type III: A quantitative, independently-verified, environmental label 
containing information about a product’s life cycle impact.
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Common Ecolabels
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Success Stories Are 

Popping up Everywhere
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NJ Higher Education 
Partnership for 
Sustainability (NJHEPS)

Group fuel cell discount 
saved $340k

Group discount on wind

RPN & Wisconsin
Biggest state green power 
purchase in the country

Green Power
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Greener Fleets

San Jose, CA 2007
Increase clean vehicles

Track ridership and fuel

Advocate w/ industry

Mandatory annual report

LSU (& many others)
Cooking oil from cafeterias 

fuels campus diesel vehicles

RPN Hybrid Calculator
Calculate costs & impacts
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Green Seal & EcoLogo

Mandates adopted:

Chicago Public Schools

Massachusetts

New Jersey

Alameda County

Montgomery Co.

Green Cleaners
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Over $200b contracted

RPN Social Justice 
Clause

U of CA, Cornell 
mandate EPEAT

EPEAT Computers
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Duplexers can reduce 
paper by 40%

Energy Star- 
equipment reduces 
energy up to 60%

LEED credit

Copiers, Printers, 
Fax Machines
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University Mandates: 
OSU, Princeton, U of OR, 
UNC, WA State U

City of Portland, OR

Reduce usage by 15%

Meet or exceed EPA

Aim for 30-100% PCW

Prefer chlorine-free

Seek alternative pulp

Saved >$10,000 1st year

Copy Paper
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Key Strategy: Group Purchasing

17 U.S. Communities contracts aggregate massive purchasing power

Contracts include many certified products

Open to all local/state gov’t, schools/colleges, nonprofits

RPN worked with U.S. Communities to identify green certified products on their 

contracts, e.g. Green Seal certified cleaners on the Dallas Co. cleaners contract 

with Zep Superior Solutions.
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Responsible Purchasing Network (RPN)

~200 members

Combined annual spend exceeds US $20b

Employ well over 100,000 people

3 in 4 have an environmental purchasing policy

2/3rds consider social/enviro issues in some/all purchasing

94% plan to do more green purchasing in the next two years
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Tools: Responsible Purchasing Guides
Series covers:

Bottled Water 
Cleaners 
Computers 
Copy Paper
Fleets Vehicles 
Fluorescent Lights
Graffiti Remover
Green Power 
Office Machines
Paint
Remanufactured Toner
Tires, Wheel Weights
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Thank you.

www.ResponsiblePurchasing.org
1-877-68-DREAM

Chris O’Brien, Director 
rpn@newdream.org
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