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Notice:  This presentation has been provided as part 
of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Resource 
Conservation Challenge Web Academy Recycling and Solid 
Waste Management Educational Series. This document 
does not constitute EPA policy. Mention of trade names 
or commercial products does not constitute endorsement 
or recommendation for use.  Links to non-EPA web sites 
do not imply any official EPA endorsement of or a 
responsibility for the opinions, ideas, data or 
products presented at those locations or guarantee the 
validity of the information provided.  Links to non-
EPA servers are provided solely as a pointer to 
information that might be useful to EPA staff and the 
public. 
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Food Waste Generation

North Carolina population 8,682,066 

7 Million Tons/Years Disposed Waste in NC
( Residential, Commercial, Industrial – excluding C&D)

Food  Residual is 12% or 839,865 Tons/Year



Hierarchy

Reduction
Feed Hungry People
Animal feed
Compost
Landfill



Diversion

Feed the hungry
Donation of edible food from 

(60 Million Pounds in 2004 Recovered and Distributed)
Food bank and rescue programs
Unsold edibles from grocery stores, wholesalers and 
processors
Perishable and prepared foods from restaurants, 
cafeterias and special events
Nonperishable processed foods (out of date canned 
food)



Diversion

Animal Feed
66 Garbage Feeder permits for pigs in 
2006

117 in 1997



Diversion

Backyard Composting



Diversion

Large scale composters
5 Major Commercial Composting

Facilities that process food residuals



McGill Environmental Systems of North 
Carolina, Inc 

2 Facilities – New Hill & Rose Hill NC

Nature’s Green-Releaf, 

Division of Novozymes North 
America, Inc

Brooks Contractors

Diversion



Diversion

On-Site Composting 
Vermi-Composting 

– General Assembly Building, Downtown Raleigh



Diversion

On-Site Composting



Diversion

On-Site Composting



Diversion

On-Site Composting



Diversion

Orange County NC
61% Waste Reduction Goal
1994 – 1999 –Animal feed
1999 – Composting – Brooks Contractor

UNC Chapel Hill, 5 Grocery Stores, 24 sites
Collecting over 1800 tons/year



Next Step

Food Waste Task Force
Legislation
Education and outreach

Train the trainer



Other Steps

Food collection innovations
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