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    Danversport Explosion 

Introduction 
The US Environmental Protection Agency and Massachu-
setts Department of Environmental Protection arrived at 
the scene of the Danversport explosion in the early hours 
of the morning on November 22nd to support the response 
efforts.  Both EPA and MassDEP continue to work closely 
with the Town of Danvers and other state and federal agen-
cies to address the area impacted by the explosion. Re-
sponsibility for the site was formally transitioned to the EPA 
on November 29th. 

Since that time, EPA has mobilized the necessary personnel 
and equipment to establish operations and begin removing 
the chemical and hazardous waste materials remaining on 
site.  In addition, EPA has developed an Ambient Air Sampling 
and Monitoring Plan to protect the health of residents in 
the vicinity of the site during the removal operations. 

Following is an update on site activities.  EPA and MassDEP 
will keep you informed of our progress through periodic 
updates like this one and at www.epa.gov/danvers. 

EPA’s Plan of Action 
Stabilizing the site is EPA’s first priority and this has been 
underway for several days. This involves securing any leaking 
or damaged drums. Many drums and bulk containers remain 
on site, including above ground and underground storage 
containers. These present an ongoing risk to the public and 
the environment while they are exposed to the elements. 
Once any leaking or damaged drums are secured, EPA will 
begin sampling their contents before emptying and disposing 
of the contents or removing and transporting the drums 
and containers off-site for disposal at a licensed facility. 

EPA will be conducting demolition operations as necessary 
in order to access and stabilize or remove hazardous 
materials from the site. 

EPA will conduct daily air monitoring in the work area and 
at the perimeter of the site. In addition, EPA will monitor the 
air for dust when the town begins demolition of five homes 
on Bates Street. 

On-site workers will be dressed in personal protective 
gear while performing their jobs. This level of protection, 
which includes impermeable white suits and possibly 
respirators or air tanks, is required by federal laws. 

Air Monitoring 
Since assuming responsibility for the site, EPA has 
continued to sample the ambient air in the vicinity of 
the site and to have the sampling data reviewed by the 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
(ATSDR) and Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health (MDPH) officials. 

To date, ambient air monitoring results collected in the 
vicinity of the site and nearby neighborhood do not 
indicate a health concern. ATSDR issued the following 
statement after evaluating EPA’s third round of air 
sampling data: 

“None of the concentrations of any of the contaminants 
detected in the third round of sampling represent a health 
concern under the exposure conditions expected at this site. 
Based on the three air sampling events by EPA since the 
initial explosion, ATSDR and MDPH do not see a need for 
further ambient air sampling until the areas in the vicinity of 
the chemical storage tanks or vats in the destroyed or 
damaged building are disturbed by EPA during the removal 
operations.” 

EPA, with input from ATSDR and MDPH, has developed 
an Ambient Air Sampling and Monitoring Plan to support 
EPA’s removal operations. The sampling and monitoring 
plan has been put in place to protect the health of 
residents in the vicinity of the site during the removal of 
the chemical and hazardous waste materials from the 
site. The plan includes sampling the air at the periphery 
of the site for VOCs (volatile organic compounds) and 
continuous air monitoring within the boundary of the 
site during removal operations. If elevated levels of 
contaminants are detected within the work area, EPA 



 

will assess the work activities to reduce contaminant � EPA removed debris from buildings at 114/116, 120 
levels and additional monitoring will be conducted. and 122 Water Street, in order to remove physical hazards 

poset to response personnel and the public, and to improve 
To ensure the safety of the residents located near the access to the former plant’s building footprint.  MassDEP 
site, EPA will respond to residential reports of potential identified asbestos-containing materials at the 120 Water 
air contamination by providing real time air monitoring Street property, and properly managed and disposed of those

near the residence where the concern originated. contaminated materials.


ATSDR and MDPH, along with local health officials, will � EPA is working closely with MassDEP and Coast

continue reviewing the air data collected from the site Guard personnel to control any run-off from the site and

to evaluate any public health impacts for nearby the Liberty Marina building.

residents.


� MassDEP continues to work with the owners of the 
The attached map depicts the current sampling stations Liberty Marina. Upon receipt of an assessment of the 
where the air samples will be collected. Sampling stations structural integrity of the building, MassDEP will work with 
may be relocated as activities evolve at the site.  EPA’s the Town of Danvers and Marina owners to develop and 
Ambient Air Sampling and Monitoring Plan and air implement a demolition plan that will allow for the safe 
sampling data can be found on EPA’s dedicated website recovery of chemical and petroleum products from within 
for the Danversport Explosion:  www.epa.gov/ne/danvers these buildings. 

� MassDEP continues to work with the Town of 

An Update on Field Activities Danvers to coordinate residential demolition activities and 

� EPA has completed mobilizing personnel, to ensure that asbestos containing materials within affected 

equipment and supplies to the site to begin operations. 
structures are properly managed. 

EPA’s mobile command post is located at Bates and Water Returning to Your Home 
Streets. Additional office trailers and equipment are EPA and MassDEP will continue to work closely with state 
located within the fenced in area. Between 20 and 25 and local officials to ensure that you have all the information 
personnel are working on site from EPA, MassDEP, the you need to protect yourself from any potential
United States Coast Guard and EPA contractors. These environmental hazards. If upon returning to your home, you
numerous staff and contractors are identifiable by their observe household hazardous waste materials, such as paint
clothing and / or badges. thinners, that have been tipped over and spilled, any oil leaking 

around your home heating oil storage tank, or structural 
� The perimeter of the site has been secured to damage to your basement that could have damaged a buried

prohibit trespassing and to control access to the work oil feed line, please contact the MassDEP representative listed

area. Anyone arriving on site is required to check in at at the end of this update.

the mobile command post. Access is through the fence

off of Bates Street.


� Operations at the site will be daily from 7 a.m. Please Visit the Following Websites

until 7 p.m.  Field operations will be underway Monday For Additional Information:

through Saturday.  Sunday will be used primarily as a

planning and logistics day.


The Town of Danvers website: 
� ATSDR and MDPH assessed the air quality 
around the site and EPA developed an air monitoring 
and sampling plan for the project with input from ATSDR www.danvers.govoffice.com 
and MDPH. 

EPA New England’s dedicated website: � EPA is stabilizing and securing any containers that 
are breached and may be impacted by the weather.  In 
addition, measures are in place to ensure that www.epa.gov/ne/danvers 
contaminated materials are not tracked beyond the work 
area. 



Project Contacts 

US EPA 

Mike Nalipinski, On Scene Coordinator

Mobile Command Post: 617-780-1115


Cell Phone: 617-680-5469

Email: nalipinski.mike@epa.gov


Angela Bonarrigo, Community Relations

Telephone:  617-918-1034


Email: bonarrigo.angela@epa.gov


MassDEP 

John Fitzgerald, On Scene Coordinator

Telephone:  978-694-3308


Email: john.j.fitzgerald@state.ma.us


Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 

Kate Robbins, Regional Representative

Telephone:  617-918-1493


Email: knr0@cdc.gov


Mass Department of Public Health 

Michael Celona, Senior Environmental Analyst

Telephone: 617-624-5757


Email: mike.celona@state.ma.us


Town of Danvers 

Peter Mirandi, Director of Public Health

Town Hall Office - 1 Sylvan Street


Telephone:  978-777-0001 ext 3025

Email: pmirandi@mail.danvers-ma.org


Project Websites 

Town of Danvers: 

www.danvers.govoffice.com 

EPA New England: 

www.epa.gov/ne/danvers 

mailto:knr0@cdc.gov

