
       GE-Housatonic River Citizens Coordinating Council

BerkshireAthenaeum, Pittsfield, MA

December 4, 2002

5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Facilitator: Harry Manasewich, MA Office of Dispute Resolution

Assistant Facilitator:
Cliff McCarthy, MA Office of Dispute Resolution

Project web site: www.epa.gov/region01/ge
Proposed Agenda

5:30 – 5:40
Welcome and Introductions (by Facilitator)

5:40 – 5:50
Review of Proposed Agenda and Notes of Last Meeting  (by Facilitator)

5:50 – 6:50
Presentation: Rest of River Ecological Study Results, (by GE, followed by discussion, questions and answers).

6:50 - 7:20
Updates (includes follow-up questions and answers)

· General Electric (by Mike Carroll and team) 

· U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (by Bryan Olson)

· MA Department of Environmental Protection (by Susan Steenstrup)

· Natural Resources Damages Trustees (by Dale Young)

7:20-7:25
Action Items from Last Meeting: Report and Discussion (by Facilitator)

7:25 – 7:30
Next Steps: Discussion (by Facilitator)

· Change agenda order? “Updates” before presentation?

· Future Agenda Items (handout); confirmation and date assignment

· Calendar of Upcoming Meeting Dates

· Next Meeting

GE-Housatonic River Citizen’s Coordinating Council

Berkshire Community College

Susan B. Anthony Center

Meeting Notes

November 6, 2002

Prepared by the Massachusetts Office of Dispute Resolution.

Lead Facilitator: Harry Manasewich

Assistant Facilitator: Cliff McCarthy

Project website: www.epa.gov/region01/ge
Participants and Introductions

There were 13 members of the CCC present.  There were 14 people in the audience.  All attendees introduced themselves.

On behalf of the CCC, the facilitator thanked John Lambert and Berkshire Community College for their generosity in providing the meeting space.

Review of October 2 Meeting Notes

There were no changes made.

Agenda Review

The proposed agenda was reviewed and agreed upon by all. It was noted that the target ending time should be 7:30 pm not 8:30 pm.

Presentation

Groundwater Monitoring Program: (by Mike Nalipinski, EPA)
5 Groundwater Management Areas (GMAs)

· GMA1 covers most of GE site

Maps of the GMAs were shown.  Remember: water usually flows downhill!

NAPL – “non-aqueous phase liquid”


L-NAPL is lighter than water and floats


D-NAPL is denser than water and sinks


Two kinds of recovery wells, for L-NAPL and D-NAPL

Wells are placed at strategic locations around the site.  Some wells are placed near sheet piles to collect NAPL that accumulates, for example.

Groundwater Quality Standards

· MCP GW-2 deals with groundwater proximate to buildings for indoor air quality protection

· MCP GW-3 deals with surface water protection

· PCBs don’t volatilize to the point of danger, so there is no GW-2 standard for PCBs

Groundwater Monitoring Program

· Baseline – 2 years, currently underway

· Long-Term – designed after baseline program, must monitor in intervals of not longer than 2 years, more frequently depending upon needs

Discussion: 

There was a question about whether the wells could miss troughs in the till level. EPA said its possible, although some seismic tests can be used to detect such troughs.

After viewing a sequence of images showing the decrease in NAPL thickness over time, a member asked if this decrease in NAPL thickness was typical for other areas at the site. EPA said that there is not as much data for other locations, but generally yes. Reports regularly ask whether new wells are needed and whether the current well locations are correct.

A member asked about  “retrograde wells” and why are they are important.  Mike said they are wells at an up-gradient location to monitor what’s coming onto the site.

In response to a question on the flow rate of the site, EPA said it is  measured in feet per day; approximately 3 feet per day.

An audience member asked why there are monitoring wells on the river side of the sheet piles. EPA explained that there are two wells on river side where NAPL was found during excavation.  EPA tries to place wells upstream and downstream and usually on the land side of the piles.

Updates

General Electric: (by Mike Carroll, Andy Silfer, Richard Gates)

Brownfields:  

Buildings 33 & 34 being demolished.  Decided that foundation slabs will be removed. Removing asbestos from Buildings 33 & 34 complex.  Evaluating the 40’s complex for asbestos.  Will begin dismantling next year.

Supplemental sampling in Newell St. area.  Newell St. II parking lot 50% complete.

Residential Program: same numbers as last month.  7 properties to be completed next construction season.

Will be ready to report on GE EcoStudies for December meeting.

Bryan Olson also reminded everyone that Mike Carroll and the GE team have prepared a visual tour of the wastewater treatment plant on CD.  This is available at the repositories and upon request (an Action Item from last meeting).

EPA: (by Bryan Olson, Dean Tagliaferro)

“Mile and ½”: Have completed cells 1 & 2. 1800 cu yds. removed and backfilled.  Cell 3 next week.  There was one pocket of oily contaminated sediment, NAPL-impacted material removed from centerline of the river. Coal tar compound.  Maybe 4 ft. in depth. Tested for PCBs at 20 ppm.

The facilitator thanked Dean and the EPA team for the walking tour of the site that occurred preceding the meeting. There was a great turnout of about 20 people.

Bryan also thanked the stakeholders that participated in the CSTAG meetings.  There were several presentations.

MA DEP: (Susan Steenstrup)

King St. Dump: 

Had the public meeting at end of September.  City still negotiating a new contract with environmental consultant, so work is currently "on hold."  City has been identified as "potentially responsible party" and they are performing the site investigations. The site is considered "adequately regulated" under DEP regulations and is undergoing landfill closure under the Solid Waste Regulations, but that someone in Susan’s section is overseeing the investigations, reviewing reports, etc. Oversight will probably return to the Solid Waste Section, eventually. The site is in the investigation phase, so there are no specific plans concerning the closure, yet.

Pittsfield Coal Gas Site on Deming Street: 

Consultants on the project (ENSR) were out there earlier that day putting in another bedrock well.  An IRA Status Report will be submitted to DEP in early November and this will contain a summary of the results of recent site investigations and possibly also some proposals for cleaning up soil and groundwater at the site. DEP is under the impression that ENSR believes that site investigations are adequate to characterize the site and that it may be ready to progress to the remediation phase.  DEP will review their report and determine if it concurs with the report's conclusions.

Natural Resource Damages Trustees

There was no official update because Dale Young was out of town.

Tim Gray offered that the trustees were drawing up a scope of work in order to hire a coordinator.

Judy Herkimer emphasized the importance of regular reports from the MA trustees to demonstrate a different model for the CT trustees.

Action Items

The list of Action Items was reviewed.  See the attached summary.

Schedule of Future Activities and Next Meeting Date

The facilitator and the members went through the list of “Possible Future CCC Agenda Items” and scheduled presentations for the next several meetings.  See attached summary.

Next meeting is December 4th at the Berkshire Athenaeum.

ACTION ITEMS

	Entry Date
	Item
	Responsible
	Deadline

	9-4-02
	Put index of available documents (as in the Pittsfield repository) in the CT repositories. 
	EPA
	Ongoing

	10-2-02
	Presentation on their Eco Studies for “rest of river”
	GE
	December Mtg 

	10-2-02
	Presentation on NPDES permit update
	EPA
	February Mtg.

	11-6-02
	RCRA Facilities Investigation Report
	GE
	March Mtg.

	 DAUPDATES



	Entry Date
	Item
	Responsible
	Deadline

	Ongoing
	GE
	Mike Carroll
	Ongoing

	Ongoing
	DEP
	J. Lyn Cutler
	Ongoing

	Ongoing
	EPA
	Bryan Olson
	Ongoing

	Ongoing
	NRD
	Dale Young
	Ongoing

	Ongoing
	CT Subcommittee Report
	Ruth Malins

Judy Herkimer
	Quarterly

	Ongoing
	Re-visit technology alternatives pilot project idea and update information re: NY demonstration project
	Benno & Tim

EPA
	Annually?

Quarterly?


	COMPLETED ITEMS REPORTED AT PREVIOUS MEETING

	Entry Date
	Item
	Responsible
	Date Completed

	9-4-02
	Put together a handout about monitoring in the “½ mile.” Put in repository & distribute.  
	EPA
	11-6-02

	9-4-02
	Presentation for a future meeting on groundwater monitoring
	EPA
	11-6-02

	10-2-02
	Send e-mail with a) CSTAG meeting details and b) announcement about walking tour of “mile and ½”.  Will include information and how to sign up. 
	MODR
	11-6-02

	10-2-02
	Explore possibility of producing visual presentation (i.e. PowerPoint or video) on wastewater treatment plant for distribution to repositories.
	GE


	11-6-02


GE-Housatonic River Citizens Coordinating Council

2002 –2003 Agenda Items as of 11/12/02

The following is a list of future agenda items the CCC has indicated they would like to see occur.

	Me 

Meeting Date
	Agenda Item Description
	Notes

	December 2002
	GE Presentation: GE’s “Rest of River” Ecological Study Results
	

	January 2003
	EPA Presentation: New Bedford Harbor Remediation-PCB Removal (by NB Project Manager(s) & Natural Resource Damages (NRD) Update (By Jack Terill, NOAA)
	Tentative: To be confirmed; may swap slots with February presentation.

	February
	EPA Presentation: National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit Update
	Tentative

	March
	GE Presentation: Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Facilities Investigation Report 
	

	April
	HRI Presentation: Alternative PCB Treatment Techniques (by Daryl Luschbe?)
	Tentative: HRI/Benno to arrange

	May
	
	

	June
	
	

	July
	
	

	August
	
	

	September
	
	

	October
	EPA: “Rest of River” PCB Human Health Risk Assessment Results 
	Tentative

	November
	EPA: “Rest of River” PCB Ecological Health Risk Assessment Results
	Tentative


