GE

159 Plastics Avenue
Pittsfield, MA 01201
UsA

Transmitied Via Overnight Delivery

December 3, 2008

Ms, Susan Svirsky

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
c/o Weston Solutions, Inc.

10 Lyman Street

Pittsfield, MA 01201

Re:  GE-Pittsfield/Housatonic River Site
Unkamet Brook Area (GECD170)
Fourth Supplement to the Pre-Design Investigation Report for Unkamet Brook Area
Removal Action

Dear Ms, Svirsky:

On July 29 and September 12, 2008, the General Electric Company (GE) submitted documents to
the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) titled Third Supplement to the Pre-
Design Investigation Report for Unkamet Brook Arvea Removal Action (Third Supplement) and
Scope of Supplemental Investigations and Status Update (Scope and Status Update), respectively.
EPA conditionally approved those documents in a letter to GE dated November 4, 2008. That
conditional approval letter required GE to prepare and submit within 30 days of the letter date (i.e.,
by December 4, 2008) figures depicting the utility corridors or portions of utility corridors to be
used for calculating spatial average PCB concentrations during upcoming Removal
Design/Removal Action (RD/RA) evaluations for the former North and East Areas as part of the
Conceptual RD/RA Work Plans for either Unkamet Brook Area-West or Unkamet Brook Area-
Remainder, as applicable.

Accordingly, GE has prepared this Fourth Supplement to the Pre-Design Investigation Report for
Unkamet Brook Area Removal Action (Fourth Supplement) in response to the above-referenced
conditional approval letter.

A, Utility Corridors Located in the Former North Area

As indicated in the November 4, 2008 conditional approval letter, GE has agreed to evaluate the
soifs within the sanitary sewer utility corridor in the former North Area located along Unkamet
Brook and running approximately north to southeast, as two separate utility corridors in the
Conceptual RD/RA Work Plan for Unkamet Brook Area-Remainder. The first corridor (labeled
“Unkamet Brook Area—Remainder Utility Corridor #1* on attached Figure 1) will encompass the
soils within the corridor jocated north of the former interior landfiil and the second corridor
(labeled “Unkamet Brook Area-Remainder Utility Corridor #2” on Figure 1) will encompass the
soils within the corridor located to the south of the former interior landfill.
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Additionally, GE has agreed to evaluate the soils within the utility corridors in the former North
Arca running west to east along Buildings 51, 105, 106 and 118, and in the vicinity of Buildings
125, 121 and 120k, as two separate corridors as part of the Conceptual RD/RA Work Plan for
Unkamet Brook Area-West. The first corridor (labeled “Unkamet Brook Area—West Utility
Corridor #1” on Figure 1) will encompass the soils within the utility corridor associated with the
utilities servicing Buildings 105, 106, and 118, and running from the western edge of the corridor
along Building 51 to the point slightly west of sample location 60G-02. The second corridor
(labeled “Unkamet Broock Area — West Utility Corridor #2” on Figure 1) will encompass the soils
within the remaining portion of the corridor associated with the utilities servicing Buildings 125,
121, and 120K,

In accordance with the Statement of Work for Removal Actions Quiside the River (SOW), and as
noted on Figure 1, these utility corridors wili be evaluated within the 1- to 6-foot depth increment.

B. Utility Corridors Located in the Former East Area

In the Conceptual RD/RA Work Plan for Unkamet Brook Area-Remainder, GE will evaluate the
soils within the storm drain utility corridor that enters the northernmost portion of Parcel 1.12-1+5
from Merriil Road (labeled “Unkamet Brook Area-Remainder Utility Corridor #3” on attached
Figure 2). In accordance with the SOW, the evaluvation for utilities within non-GE-owned
properties will include soils present in the utility corridor that may need to be removed during an
emergency repair. Using City of Pittsfield utility drawings, GE determined the maximum depth of
utility bedding to be approximately 7 feet. Therefore, this utility will be evaluated within the 0- to
7-foot depth incretnent.

Additionally, in the Conceptual RI/RA Work Plan for Unkamet Brook Area-Remainder, GE will
evaluate the soils within the utility corridor of the gas line servicing the building on Parcel L12-1-5
(labeled “Unkamet Brook Arca—Remainder Utility Corridor #4” on Figure 2) as a separate utility
corridor using PCB resuits from sample location RAA10-E-V10. In accordance with the
procedures outlined in the SOW, this utility will be evaluated within the 0- to 4-foot depth
increment. It should be noted, based on conversations with Berkshire Gas Company (Berkshire
Gas), that this line has been inactive since 2007 and is currently disconnected from the main
service line. Berkshire Gas did indicate, however, that this line may be reactivated/reinstalled in
the future. As a conservative measure, GE has elected fo evaluate this line as indicated above. GIE
wil] also separately evaluate the soils within the sanitary sewer utility corridor running from west to
cast and abutting the gas line utility corridor. This utility corridor (labeled as “Unkamet Brook
Area-Remainder Utility Corridor #57 on Figure 2) will be evaluated within the 0- to 10-foot depth
increment. The evaluation wil} include three PCB samples (i.e., 1- to 3-foot, 3~ to 6-foot, and 6- to
10-foot depth increments) from the proposed sample location UB-UTL-4, along with the PCB
results from any remaining samples within the utility corridor, including sample location RAA10-
L-V10.

GE will also evaluate the soils within the sanitary sewer utility corridor that generally runs from
Merrill Road along Unkamet Brook as two separate utility corridors. The first corridor (labeled
“Unkamet Brook Area—Remainder Utility Corridor #6” on Figure 2} will encompass the soils
within the utitity corridor for the portion of the sanitary sewer line primarily located within Parcel
L.11-4-112 and will be evaluated within the 0- to 12-foot depth increment. The second corridor
(labeled “Unkamet Brook Area—Remainder Utility Corridor #7” on Figure 2) will encompass the
soils within the utility corridor for the portion of the sanitary sewer line primarily located within
Parcel L11-4-11 and wili be evaluated within the 0- to 15-foot depth increment. As noted on
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Figure 2, the evaluation for the soils within the second corridor (“Unkamet Brook Area—Remainder
Utility Corridor #7°) may be adjusted if the future sampling results expand the boundaries of the
Removal Action Area (RAA) to beyond the southern boundary (as depicted on Figure 2),

In addition, as discussed in the Scope and Status Update, GE has determined that it will extend the
proposed soil boring RAA10-E-AAA22 (Figure 2) to a depth of 19 feet below ground surface (bgs)
to account for a localized mound of fill that was placed following the development of City of
Pittsfield utility drawings related to the sanitary sewer line located in the southernmost portion of
Unkamet Brook Area-Remainder. For the utility corridor evaluations associated with this portion
of “Unkamet Brook Area—Remainder Utility Corridor #7” sewer line, polygons associated with soil
boring RAA10-E-AAA22 will extend to a depth of 19 feet bgs within the area labeled “Portion of
Unkamet Brook Area-Remainder Utility Corridor #7 (to be evaluated within the 0- to 19-foot depth
increment)” on Figure 2,

C.  Schedule for Evaluating Utilities within the Former Interior Landfill

Condition No. 3 of EPA’s November 4, 2008 conditional approval letter requires GE to propose a
schedule for the sampling and evaluation of the utility corridor surrounding any utility that will
remain within the former interior landfill. As previously discussed with EPA, GE does not believe
it is required by the Consent Decree or SOW to conduct sampling or conduct evaluations of soil
within the former interior landfiil because the SOW provides for a pre-determined remedy
involving placement of an engineered barrier over that area and the SOW further provides that
removal of soil in the area of the former interior landfill is not practicable. GE reserves its right to
assert this position in the future.

Nevertheless, GE will address Condition No. 3 of EPA’s conditional approval letter as follows:
Preliminary design information for the engineered barrier to be installed over the former interior
landfill will be presented in the Conceptual RD/RA Work Plan for Unkamet Brook Area-
Remainder (due to EPA on March 27, 2009). As a part of this discussion, GE wili provide
information regarding decommissioning/rerouting of utilities within the former interior landfill
and/or sampling and evaluating any utility corridors that will remain within that area.

Please call me if you have any questions or comments regarding this supplement.
Sincerely,

Y
Q.. \‘(«\/\a ‘f‘{"} W (;(ﬁl—e% A

Richard W. Gates
Remediation Project Manager

Attachments
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Steven Deloye, GE (CP/SO)

Dennis Arsenean, GE (CP/SO)

John Wood, SABIC*

Scott LeBeau, General Dynamics

Larry Salvatore, Massachusetts Department
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Public Works
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Nina Johnson, United States Navy
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GE Internal Repository

* cover lelter only
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