
I)STATES ENVIRO 
ONE CONGm ,SUITE 1100 

BOSTON, MA 02114-2023 

November 110,2004 

klr.Andrew T. Silfer 
Corporate Environmentat Programs 
General Electric Company 
100 Woodlam Avenue Via Eleckonic and U.S.Mail 
Pittsfield,MA 01201 

Re: 	 Conditional Approval of GeneraI Electric's Groundwater Management Area 5 
Gromdwater Quality Interim Report for Spring 2004 
GE-Pittsfiel~ousatonic River Site, Pittsfield, Massachusetts. 

Dear Mr. Silfer: 

This letter contains the Environmental Protection Agency's ( P A )  conditional approval of General 
Electric's Groundwater Management Area 5 GrouPrdwater QualilyInterim Repovtfor Spring 2004 
(Report), submitted on July 30,2004. The Report is subject to ffie terms and conditions specified 
in the Consent Decree (CD) that was entered in U.S. District Court on October 27,2000. 

Pursuant to Paragraph 73 of the GD,EPA, afier consultation with the Massachusetts D e p m m t  of 
Envimmental Protection (MDEP), approves the Report subject to the conditions presented below. 

1. 	 EPA notes that the groundwater elevation contour presented in the report (Figure 3) omitted 
two important data points: the elevation of the bed of the river below the taprary dam. 
(also missing fn,m the figure) and the elevation of theSWfkce water impounded behind the 
temporarydam.Applying gromdwam elevations recorded at these two bations may have 
mdfied the gomdwater flow contours depicted in Figure 3. It is EPA's position that the 
groundwater contours presented in this report may not represent baseline conditions. 
Therefore, due to the influence of EPA's t qw  d m  on pmdwater flow at 
GromclvvaterM t Area 5, CEshallutilize surfacewater elmatiom on the upstream 
side and riverbed elevatiow on the duwsbem side of the dam when p r e p e g  future 
muadwaterelevation eonbur maps for the semi-mual monitohg events. Iaaddition,GE 
sball postpone the next round of sampling mtif sabwamt groundwatttr 
elevagon m o ~ b h g  events demo gomdw&m flow is not behg artificially 
influencedby the mporary dam that iis being maintained a part of the remediation along 
the I "lz Mile Reach of the E-rouSatanicEver. 

2. 	 GE shall mnhue to @om s m i - m m l  pundwater elev&an monitoringin accorbm 



with the schedule present& in the R w r t .  However, GE may propose modifications to this 
sehe-dulebased on infomation regaxding the cwent slams of the temporw d m  and the 
influace that the dam may have on bmeline conditions. 

EPA r a m s  its right to p d o m  additional sampling in the areas subject to the i n k ~ mmonitoring 
Pro andior require additional sapl ing or response actions, if necessary, to meet the 
requiremds of the Consent Decree. 

If you have m y questions, please contact me at (517) 918-1240. 

William P. Lovely Jr. 
Remedial Project Manager 
GEmousatonic River Project 

cc: Richard Gates,GE James Nuss, BB&L 
Michael Carr011, GE John Ciampa, SPECTRA 
Rod McLaren, GE Teresa Bowers, Gradient 
Susan Steenstrup, MDEP Property Owner- Parcel 18-23-6A9-5-1 
Anna Symington, MDEP Property Owner- Parcel 18-23-9 
Robert Bell, MDEP Property Owner- Parcel 18-23-10 
ThomasAngus, MDEP Mayor James Ruberto, City of Pittsfield 
DeanTagliafmo, EPA Thomas Hickey, Director, PEDA 
Holly Inglis, EPA Jeffirey Bernstein, Bernstein, Cusbner & Kimmel 
Rose Howell, EPA Pittsfield Commissioner of Public Health 
Tim. Conway, EPA Nancy E. Harper, MA AG 
John Kilborn, EPA Dale Young, MA EOEA 
K.G. Mitkevicius, ACOE Linda Palmieri, Weston Solutions 
James Bieke, Goodwin Procter Public Infomation Repositories 


