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OPCA Operations – Enhancements/Additional Requirements
1. PCB air monitoring weekly instead of monthly / continue daily particulate monitoring (both during 

active OPCA operations).  PCB air monitoring monthly during shutdown periods.
2. Moved an air monitor directly between OPCAs and school (also upgraded select particulate 

monitors so they are less sensitive to humidity conditions).
3. Increased dust suppression measures at OPCAs (additional water spray during unloading).
4. Increased frequency of street sweeping along GE-Owned Tyler Street Extension and parking lot.
5. Modified OPCA trucking route with EPA’s approval to reduce traffic by 50% along Tyler Street 

Extension (treated as a one-way road for trucks into the OPCAs).
6. Limited hours of OPCA operations as follows: no equipment start-up before 7 am; last truck into 

the OPCA at 4 pm;  other end of day activities may extend beyond 4 p.m. regarding placement of 
daily cover systems  (regardless of season).  OPCA leachate collection and associated trucking 
will continue as needed (day or night, including weekends). 

7. Shut down of OPCA operations due to:
- High wind conditions (e.g. 20+ mph)
- High humidity conditions

8. Temporary shutdown of OPCAs if PCB air notification level exceeded (0.05 ug/m3 ).
9. Limited the daily maximum truckloads to OPCA 71 cell  (75 trucks), without additional approval 

by EPA.
10. Limited OPCA operations to one cell at a time (71 or 78 but not both).
11. Develop plan to modify approved Hill 78 footprint (in order to keep the trees on the northern 

boundary).
12. Planting of 10 additional trees between OPCAs and school in 2006 (in addition to 9 trees planted 

in Fall 2005).
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ATTACHMENT B

SUMMARY OF 1999 - 2005 PCB AMBIENT AIR SAMPLING RESULTS

ON-PLANT CONSOLIDATION AREAS (OPCAs)
GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY - PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

(all results are ug/m3)

 

Date Northwest 
of OPCAs 

Northwest 
of OPCAs 
colocated

Southwest 
of OPCAs 

Southwest 
of OPCAs 
colocated

West 
of OPCAs

North 
of OPCAs

Southeast 
of OPCAs

Pittsfield 
Generating (CG)

West of 
40's Bldgs.

Inside 
GE Gate 3111  

East of Building 
9B16

08/08/99 - 08/09/991 ---------- ---------- 0.0021 NA2 0.0009 NA3 0.0022 0.0011 ---------- ---------- ----------

08/13/99 - 08/14/994 ---------- ---------- 0.0027 0.00465 0.0048 0.0062 0.0019 0.0024 ---------- ---------- ----------
09/21/99 - 09/22/99 ---------- ---------- 0.0011 0.0017 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010 0.0011 ---------- ---------- ----------
10/19/99 - 10/20/99 ---------- ---------- 0.0010 0.0007 0.0013 0.0010 0.0009 0.0010 ---------- ---------- ----------
11/17/99 - 11/18/99 ---------- ---------- 0.0010 0.0010 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.00176 ---------- ---------- ----------

05/17/00 - 05/18/00 ---------- ---------- 0.0018 0.0017 0.0011 ---------- ---------- 0.00107 ---------- ---------- ----------
07/20/00 - 07/21/00 ---------- ---------- 0.0045 0.0040 0.0013 0.0018 0.0014 0.0030 0.0046 ---------- ----------
08/24/00 - 08/25/00 ---------- ---------- 0.0043 0.0042 0.0333 0.03348 0.0015 0.01109 0.0135 ---------- ----------
09/07/00 - 09/08/00 ---------- ---------- 0.0028 0.0031 0.0016 0.0022 0.0018 0.0125 0.0039 ---------- ----------
10/06/00 - 10/07/00 ---------- ---------- 0.0008 0.0008 0.0006 0.0004 0.0004 0.0015 0.0055 ---------- ----------

06/06/01 - 06/07/01 ---------- ---------- 0.0012 0.0010 ND ND ND 0.0009 0.0019 ---------- ----------
06/13/01 - 06/14/01 ---------- ---------- 0.0023 0.0031 0.0026 ND ND 0.002 0.0047 ---------- ----------
07/12/01 - 07/13/01 ---------- ---------- 0.0019 0.0017 0.0009 0.0005 0.0028 0.0016 0.0014 ---------- ----------
12/06/01 - 12/07/01 ---------- ---------- 0.0008 0.0005 ND 0.0008 0.0012 0.0011 0.0008 ---------- ----------

06/02/02 - 06/03/02 ---------- ---------- 0.001710 0.001910 0.000610 0.000510 0.007110 0.000710 ---------- 0.000410 ----------
06/07/02 - 06/08/02 ---------- ---------- 0.0013 0.0009 ND ND ND 0.0005 ---------- ND ----------
07/18/02 - 07/19/02 ---------- ---------- 0.0038 0.0027 0.0014 0.0008 0.0023 0.0025 ---------- 0.002 ----------
09/18/02 - 09/19/02 ---------- ---------- 0.012710 0.001510 0.001210 0.000610 0.005910 0.003010 ---------- 0.002110 ----------
12/18/02- 12/19/02 ---------- ---------- ND 0.0009 ND ND ND ND ---------- 0.0012 ----------

05/20/03 - 05/21/03 ---------- ---------- 0.002512 0.009912 0.003712 0.003312 0.000712 0.001512 ---------- 0.006512 ----------
06/18/03 - 06/19/03 ---------- ---------- 0.0013 0.0011 0.0015 0.0009 0.0007 0.0017 ---------- 0.0028 ----------
08/05/03 - 08/06/03 ---------- ---------- 0.0020 0.0031 0.0060 0.0019 0.0019 0.0017 ---------- 0.0090 ----------
09/15/03 - 09/16/03 ---------- ---------- 0.0020 NA13 0.0028 ND 0.0004 0.0011 ---------- 0.0037 ----------
09/29/03 - 09/30/03 ---------- ---------- 0.0015 0.0015 0.0008 0.0003 0.0004 0.0005 ---------- 0.0010 ----------
10/13/03 - 10/14/03 ---------- ---------- 0.0011 0.0005 0.0003 NA14 0.0004 0.0003 ---------- 0.0010 ----------

(See Notes on Page 3 of 3)

Background Sample Location

2003

1999

2000

2001

2002
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ATTACHMENT B

SUMMARY OF 1999 - 2005 PCB AMBIENT AIR SAMPLING RESULTS

ON-PLANT CONSOLIDATION AREAS (OPCAs)
GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY - PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

(all results are ug/m3)

 

Date Northwest 
of OPCAs 

Northwest 
of OPCAs 
colocated

Southwest 
of OPCAs 

Southwest 
of OPCAs 
colocated

West 
of OPCAs

North 
of OPCAs

Southeast 
of OPCAs

Pittsfield 
Generating (CG)

West of 
40's Bldgs.

Inside 
GE Gate 3111  

East of Building 
9B16

Background Sample Location

05/14/04 - 05/15/04 ---------- ---------- 0.0019 0.0013 0.0065 0.0017 0.0013 0.0040 ---------- 0.0038 ----------
06/17/04 - 06/18/04 ---------- ---------- 0.0032 0.0023 0.0026 0.0030 0.0065 0.0152 ---------- 0.0026 ----------
09/13/04 - 09/14/04 ---------- ---------- 0.0023 0.0025 0.0009 0.0006 0.0010 0.0033 ---------- 0.0019 ----------
09/14/04 - 09/15/04 ---------- ---------- ND 0.0017 0.0020 ND 0.0006 0.0015 ---------- 0.0031 ----------
10/11/04 - 10/12/04 ---------- ---------- 0.0010 0.0011 0.0004 0.0004 0.0011 0.0007 ---------- 0.0004 ----------
11/02/04 - 11/03/04 ---------- ---------- ND ND ND 0.0009 0.0004 0.0005 ---------- 0.0010 ----------
12/14/04 - 12/15/04 ---------- ---------- NA15 NA15 ND ND 0.0009 ND ---------- ND ----------

05/05/05 - 05/06/05 ---------- ---------- 0.0009 0.0008 0.0009 0.0008 0.0009 0.0030 ---------- 0.0014 ----------
06/01/05 - 06/02/05 ---------- ---------- 0.0016 0.0015 0.0023 0.0012 NA17 0.0014 ---------- 0.0024 ----------
06/29/05 - 06/30/05 ---------- ---------- 0.0048 0.0028 0.0042 0.0020 0.0045 0.0085 ---------- 0.0080 ----------
08/02/05 - 08/03/05 ---------- ---------- 0.0037 0.0030 0.0029 0.0010 0.0097 0.005018 ---------- ---------- 0.0012
09/01/05 - 09/02/05 ---------- ---------- 0.0220 0.0269 0.0025 0.0015 0.0372 0.0309 ---------- ---------- 0.0010
10/06/05 - 10/07/05 ---------- ---------- 0.0035 0.0035 0.0039 0.0183 0.0042 0.0384 ---------- ---------- 0.0025
10/27/05 - 10/28/05 ---------- ---------- 0.0008 0.0010 0.0021 0.0011 0.013719 0.0061 ---------- ---------- 0.0019
11/01/05 - 11/02/05 ---------- ---------- 0.0013 0.0019 0.0016 0.0111 0.0026 0.0090 ---------- ---------- ND
11/08/05 - 11/09/05 ---------- ---------- 0.0015 0.0012 0.0012 0.0011 0.0034 0.0103 ---------- ---------- 0.0007
11/17/05 - 11/18/05 ---------- ---------- ND ND 0.0008 ND 0.0014 0.0040 ---------- ---------- ND
11/22/05 - 11/23/05 0.000920 0.000820 ---------- ---------- ND 0.0003 0.0009 0.0031 ---------- ---------- ND
12/01/05 - 12/02/05 0.0024 0.0014 ---------- ---------- 0.0010 0.0019 0.0011 0.0040 ---------- ---------- 0.0015
12/06/05 - 12/07/05 ND ND ---------- ---------- ND ND ND ND ---------- ---------- ND
12/15/05 - 12/16/05 0.0011 0.0008 ---------- ---------- 0.0012 0.0015 0.0005 0.0007 ---------- ---------- 0.0005
12/20/05 - 12/21/05 ND ND ---------- ---------- 0.0006 ND 0.0005 0.0012 ND

Exceedances of 
Notification 
Level (0.05 µg/m3)

None None None None None None None None None None None

(See Notes on Page 3 of 3)

2004

2005

GE-OPCA-Summary of 99-05 PCB Air Sampling Results.xls.xls Page 2



ATTACHMENT B

SUMMARY OF 1999 - 2005 PCB AMBIENT AIR SAMPLING RESULTS

ON-PLANT CONSOLIDATION AREAS (OPCAs)
GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY - PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

(all results are ug/m3)

 

Notes:

All sampling and analytical activities performed and/or coordinated by Berkshire Environmental Consultants, Inc.
NA - Not Available
ND - Non Detect (<0.0003)

1 Background (prior to site activity) sampling event conducted from 7 a.m. Sunday to 7 a.m. Monday.  No soil was moved during this sampling event.
2 Co-located sampler was not in place for the first (background prior to site activity) sampling event.
3

4 Sampling was conducted from 7 p.m. on August 13, 1999 to 7 p.m. on August 14, 1999.
5 Sample was collected using a PUF and filter from a separate lab shipment.  These samples were not used in precision calculations.
6 PCB monitor was relocated to the northeast corner of this site on November 2, 1999.  
7 This sample was collected at the alternative location for the Cogeneration facility.
8 Sample does not meet criteria for validity.  Value is estimated and may be biased high.  Sampling was interrupted due to temporary loss of power 

to the air samplers after on-site soil handling activities had been completed for the day.  Total volume sampled was 206.3 m3.
9 Sample does not meet criteria for validity.  Value is estimated and may be biased high.  Sampling was interrupted due to temporary loss of power 

to the air samplers after on-site soil handling activities had been completed for the day.  Total volume sampled was 273.2 m3.
10 Result is believed to be biased high due to the presence of PCB on the field blank.
11 Background PCB monitoring location was permanently relocated from west of the 40's building complex in February 2002 to inside 

GE Gate 31 on the corner of Woodlawn Avenue and Tyler Street due to demolition activity at Building 31.
12 Result is biased high due to contamination of the laboratory method blank.
13 Sample was not collected at this site during this event.  PCB sampling on this day at OPCAS was run concurrently with another PCB

sampling event at Building 25.  A co-located sample was collected at that site.
14 Sample did not meet validity requirements and was not analyzed.  Sampler air flow was restricted.
15 Sample did not meet the QA/QC criteria of 24 hours ± 30 minutes due to a power supply interruption and is therefore not reported.
16 Background PCB monitoring location was permanently relocated from inside GE Gate 31 on the corner of Woodlawn Avenue and Tyler Street in 

July 2005 to East of Building 9B, between Building 9B and New York Avenue, to provide more representative background data.
17 Not available - sample voided due to condensing tube tip breakage during analysis at the laboratory.  Re-extraction was not possible.
18 The PCB results from the OPCA CG site failed a laboratory QA/QC criteria.  The sample failed both surrogate spike recoveries.  One

spike recovery failed very high at 540% (acceptable range 50-150%) and one failed very low at 1.4% (acceptable range 27-132%).
19 The PCB results from the OPCA SE site failed a laboratory QA/QC criteria.  The sample failed both surrogate spike recoveries.  One spike

recovery failed very high at 1400% (acceptable range 50-150%) and one failed very high at 414% (acceptable range 27-132%)
20 Data are reported for informational purposes only.  Sample did not meet the QA/QC critieria of 24 hours ± 30 minutes due to a power supply

interruption from the generator.

Sample was not analyzed.  Due to loss of power, the sampling period was shortened to approximately 6 hours.
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ATTACHMENT C 
 

TRANSPORTATION PROCEDURES 
 
Transportation of remediation-related waste materials generated at the GE-Pittsfield/Housatonic River 
Site subject to the Consent Decree to or from GE’s On-Plant Consolidation Areas (OPCAs) or the 
Building 78 hazardous waste storage facility at the GE Plant via the transportation routes shown on 
Figure 2 of this OPCA Work Plan Addendum will be conducted in accordance with the following 
procedures: 
 
• The contractor conducting the shipments will be required to: 
 

o Employ qualified personnel trained per U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) requirements 
for handling and shipping the types of materials to be transported (e.g., hazardous materials or 
hazardous waste), with such training to include general safety, emergency response, exposure 
protection, accident prevention, preparation of shipping papers, and securing loads; 

 
o Employ drivers that have a Commercial Driver’s License with an appropriate endorsement for 

the type of waste to be transported; 
 
o Utilize trucks that are DOT-inspected; 
 
o Include in its Health and Safety Plan, Operations Plan, and Contingency Plan, detailed 

provisions for responding to transportation emergencies such as spills, releases, or other 
incidents; 

 
o Maintain records of the number of loads of materials sent to the OPCAs or Building 78 storage 

facility on a daily basis; and 
 
o Confirm that the materials are suitable for transport. 

 
• For the transport of consolidation materials (i.e., building demolition debris and excavated soil and 

sediment), after a safety check of the truck, the truck bed will be lined with polyethylene, the 
materials will be placed in the truck, and the load will be covered with tarps.  The load will not be 
uncovered until the trucks are within the OPCA footprint and are ready to dump.  Empty transport 
vehicles will also be tarped before they leave the OPCA area.  Similar to transport vehicles hauling 
building demolition debris and excavated soil and sediment, transport vehicles hauling clean backfill 
or cover materials will also be tarped when traveling to the OPCAs, and empty transport vehicles will 
be re-tarped before leaving the OPCA area.  

 
• A Bill of Lading (BOL) will be prepared and signed by the truck driver.  However, since the transport 

will occur entirely “onsite” (as discussed in the text of this Addendum), a manifest is not required. 
 

• After another safety check of the vehicle and placarding, the truck will leave the site and proceed to 
the appropriate OPCA or Building 78 storage facility utilizing the applicable route shown on Figure 2 
of this OPCA Work Plan Addendum.  Vehicles transporting consolidation materials to the Building 
71 OPCA will be placarded with a Class 9 UN 3432 placard in accordance with 49 CFR 172.504 (see 
attached figure), and a PCB ML Marker in accordance with 40 CFR 761.40.   
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• Upon arrival of the transport vehicle at the appropriate OPCA or the Building 78 hazardous waste 
storage facility, the OPCA or storage facility contractor (as appropriate) will document receipt of the 
load and the material will be off-loaded and placed by that contractor. 

 
• Prior to leaving either OPCA, a visual inspection of each transport vehicle will be performed.  

Accumulations of soil or sediment on the vehicle tires or other exterior surfaces will be removed 
manually or, if necessary, by using a high pressure water spray. 



03/30/06 SYR-D85-DJH
20405001/20405g01.cdr

CLASS 9 UN 3432 PLACARD
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