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Jecember 15, 1993

Thomas R. Trafton, President
Recovery Express, Incorporated
197 Portland Street

Boston, MA 02114

Dear Mr. Trafton:

This letter is in response to your November 10, 1993 letter,
requesting EPA Region I’s interpretation of the applicability of
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) regulations to
the Recovery Express’ Shred Pax AZ40 machine.

The RCRA regulations apply to those who generate, treat, store,
dispose of, or transport hazardous waste. TIn grinding lead _
contaminated debris, the Shred Pax machine aprears to be designed-
to alter the physical characteristics of the lead contaminated
materials only to facilitate the ultimate processing of the
waste, not to make the waste more amenable to the treatment
process. The waste is not being changed to render it less
hazardous, to make it more amenable to recovery, or reduced in
volume and, in fact, none of the conditions which must be met for
a process to be considered treatment are met, and this process

. would not be subject to treatment requirements. As described in

i your literature, the lead contaminated material will still be
considered hazardous waste after the Shred Pax operation is

complete.

In addition, it appears that because the unit is mobile, the
generator associated with the site at which the unit is used will
be responsible for hazardous waste management practices involved
with the machine while on its premises. Also, the generator
would be subject to training requirements for any employees
handling hazardous waste at their site. Recovery Express .and the
generator may also be held to additional safety requirements
under Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
‘regulations. The fact that the process is conducted entirely at
the generator’s facility and is left at the facility upon
completion of processing, relieves Recovery Express of any
transportation or generator notification requirements.

?inally, this operation may be subject to certain EPA and/or MA
DEP air quality regulations. Please consult both Agencies to
determine the applicability of these requlations to your process.
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If you have additional questions on RCRA requirements, please
contact Lisa Papetti of my staff at 573-=-5745.

S&cerely,
/Gerald M. Levy, Chief
MA Waste Management Bran

cc: Lisa Papetti, EPA



