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www.epa.gov/myenvironment

DEMO

http://www.epa.gov/myenvironment
http://www.epa.gov/
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Interesting To Know

• 3 million page downloads per month

• Approx. a dozen shout outs submitted per week

• Widget has been implemented across about a dozen 
other web pages (like state DEPs, etc.)

• For March, 71 independent links to MyEnvironment 

bring us our users (46 associated with EPA, 7 

associated with Open Govt, 7 associated with 
Greenversations or other blogposts)
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When We See Usage Bumps

• When someone covers us in a blogpost.

• When I write a blogpost

• When OEI Search folks plugged us into the search

• When OPA kept us on the front page (epa.gov)

• When we got special mention for being open and transparent

• When I talk at a conference – we get bumps in twitter (but at this 

point we’ve been scooped by the Administrator’s It’s My 
Environment video challenge).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Data We Collect: permits, emissions, water and air quality sample data, regulated facility locations, research findings on chemicals, etc.

http://www.epa.gov/cdx/projects/production.htm

We collect this info so that we can do our job

We create analytic products from these data also in the course of our jobs

The drumbeat for transparency is strong and welcome and while it’s a fairly old requirement, it’s harder to achieve given that it’s a secondary requirement to the primary job which is collecting data – in the frmat dictated by legislation - in order to protect the environment

So the challenge is to collect data, use it to protect the environment and then also make it available to inform/protect the public

Example of raw data: water quality sample data

Example of analytic product: impaired streams
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MyE is in EPA Search

Thank you John Shirey!

By typing in a zip code
or State – the user gets
MyEnvironment as a
Search result
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MyE Shout outs – a new feature
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Categorized so we can parse 
feeds later on…

• According to different interests:
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What is a Shout out?
“A public expression of thanks or gratitude.”

“To acknowledge someone. To make ones presence known.”

• Example: “I gave my girls a shout out at the party.” 
(http://www.urbandictionary.com/)

• President Obama gives lots of shout outs at events to 
acknowledge friends, supporters, etc.

• Listeners of WPGC 95.5 FM Radio hear other listeners giving 
shout outs.

http://www.urbandictionary.com/
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What’s an Environmental 
Shout out?

• Hey, I did a river cleanup with the Boy Scouts of America at Difficult 
Run!

• We are holding a meeting to discuss the impacts of hydro-fracturing.

• My class raised money to plant trees in our county.

• Today is Arlington County’s Bike to Work Day!

• We installed a composter for home use and are reducing our waste!

• Our solar panels are being installed next week!  Yay!

• We ordered our radon test today…

• The Key Bridge Marriott is holding its annual e-cycling effort on Jan. 1.
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New feature: Integrated STORET 
data

Who has a
DB of state
Indicator
thresholds?
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New feature: Historical and 
Current AQI Data

New Haven, CT Biloxi, MS
AQI was calculated
differently in 1970 –
But this gives an
idea of improved
AQ conditions over
time.

Do you know a good
DB that demonstrates
EPA’s victories over
dirty land, air and
water?
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Next Steps with MyEnvironment

• Integrate regional GIS data

• Provide support for making analytic web services available

• Provide more crowdsourced info from the public and from within 
EPA and the regional offices (MyCommunity)

– green infrastructure

– environmental volunteer opportunities

– Environmental prosecutions

– Enforcement actions

• Add a blog so we can be bilateral

• Interface/Reporting Redesign (less cluttered, more data)
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Contact

Kim Balassiano
Balassiano.kim@epa.gov

202.566.0709
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