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“…certification controls
were ineffective primarily 

because Energy Star does not 
verify energy-savings data 

reported by manufacturers….” 3/20/10
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American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act 2/17/2009

• EPA Programs Receiving ARRA Funding
– Clean Water and Drinking Water State 

Revolving Funds (tribal and non-tribal) ($6B)
– Brownfields ($100M)
– Underground Storage Tank ($200M)
– Superfund ($600M)
– Clean Diesel (300M)

• Programs chosen to get people to work 
and for environmental benefits

• Unprecedented transparency and accountability
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How is EPA tracking the Performance of 
ARRA?

• Section 1512 Recipient-reported data
– Financial award status
– Project percent completion
– Jobs created and retained = economic 

impact
–www.recovery.gov

http://www.recovery.gov/
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Data Views on Recovery.gov

Recipient-reported data
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How is EPA tracking the 
Performance of ARRA?

• Performance Data
– 60+ measures, many are existing 

planning measures
– Cumulative quarterly results from 

2/17/09 

–www.epa.gov/recovery (see Q1 
2010 performance report)

http://www.epa.gov/recovery
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The Brownfields Program Accomplishments as of  
December 31, 2009

American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act 

Performance Measures

Cum. 
Q1 

FY10 
Results

Cum. 
Long- 
term 

Target

Percent Complete

Number of Brownfield 
assessments initiated 27 500 5%

Number of Brownfield 
assessments completed 6 500 1%

Number of Brownfield cleanups 
initiated 1 30 3%

Number of Brownfields 
properties assessed 13 500 3%

Number of Brownfield  
properties cleaned up 1 30 3%

Acres of Brownfields property 
made ready for reuse 17 500 3%

Billions of dollars of cleanup 
and redevelopment funds 
leveraged at Brownfields sites. 

$.025 $.45 6%

http://www.epa.gov/recovery/pdfs/2010_Q1_Perf_Rpt.pdf
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Quality Requirements for ARRA 
Data  

• Internal controls under A-123 [Financial]
• Disclosure of reporting period (e.g., monthly, 

quarterly), measurement methodology
• Performance reporting complete and accurate 

and complies with the Agency's Information 
Quality Act.  Point-of-contact for quality 
information

• Pre-dissemination review of Performance Data
• ARRA Stewardship Plan [Financial and 

Performance]
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I certify that my organization has an approved
quality program in place that

includes sufficiently comprehensive quality
assurance and

pre-dissemination review procedures…



 
has performed predissemination reviews of the 

ARRA performance measure information to meet 
the

intent of OMB’s guidance for ARRA performance 
measurement. 

To the best of my knowledge, the data meet 
EPA’s Information Quality Guidelines 

expectations and are of appropriate quality for 
dissemination.

IQG Predissemination Review
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EPA’s ARRA Governance Structure
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Implementation of Quality 
Requirements for Performance

• Management Action Plan I (3/13/09)
– Requires quality standards be reflected in 

grants, contracts, inter-agency agreements 
with environmental data collection 
components

– Relies on existing laws, regulations and 
policies to implement QA requirements in 
ARRA projects

– Provides generic QA terms and conditions 
language
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Implementation of Quality 
Requirements for Performance

• Management Action Plan II (10-1-09)
– Broadens definition of performance data to 

include administrative data and other types 
– Ensures performance results are complete  

and comply with the Agency's Quality 
Program and Information Quality Guidelines

– Supports transparency and accuracy
– Requires documentation and certification of 

ARRA performance data 
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The DQR

• Illuminates the data quality processes 
associated with the generation of results 
for ARRA performance measures

• Follows the data lifecycle
• Names those responsible for QA and 

database oversight
• E-DQR automates DQR certification and 

IQG Pre-dissemination Form
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Benefits of E-DQR

• DQ information easily accessible + improved 
understanding/context = better use of 
performance data

• Good internal management tool to identify 
gaps/risks and improve QA

• Complies with QA policies, OMB Recovery Act 
guidance, and any new transparency regulations 
under Open Government

• Secure, low costs, and minimal maintenance
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The DQR Database
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Next Steps

• Build upon best examples of DQR
• Further simplify the record completion 

process
• Web publish parts or all of records
• Integrate with other DBs-like Measures 

Central (OCFO performance DB)
• Pilot E-DQR for application to other 

externally-reported performance measures
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