HRSA & EPA: Sharing Agency

o Past projects under 1AG

Safe Drinking Water Demonstration Project
for South Texas (2002-2005)

Project Clean Environment for Healthy Kids
11 (2002-2003)

o Current projects
Environmental Health E-group (start 2005)

(under development) Developing a
environmental health training program
evaluation methodology (start 2005)
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What is an E-group?

o An E-group Is an interactive website
where participants can read and
post messages.

It IS not a reference site; members can
communicate directly.



Why do we want one?

o To exchange environmental health
Information, bidirectionally

So people with similar interests can
consume and provide information
o Potential users:
Clinicians
Community health workers
Toxicologists
Epidemiologists
Others?



Desired Qutcomes

o Improved clinical detection of
environment-related diseases

o Disease recognition in populations

More rapid recognition of emergent
diseases

Improved characterization of chronic
diseases

o Knowledge-sharing between
environmental health specialists

o Advice & support



How does it work?

o The E-group will be linked to the EHWG
webpage.

o Participants either register themselves, or
else receive an invitation to register.
Participants arrange into subgroups within
the E-group, e.g., clinicians, community
members, etc.

O Messages are available:
Online

Via e-mail. Participants can receive the daily
messages in a single e-mail package.
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Operations & Maintenance

o Bilingual set-up (including
Invitations, If any).

o Subject lines translated into both
English and Spanish.

o The National Center for Farmworker
Health would maintain all messages
and attachments within the E-

group.



Next Steps...

o To be Determined
What purpose(s) should the E-group serve?
Who is the priority audience?
How can we measure the impact of this E-group:
o on the participants?
o on the people they serve?

O Project evaluation (* months after implementation):
Needs assessment questionnaire (—2)
User satisfaction evaluation (12)
Utility evaluation (12)




