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PROJECT HISTORY

e Several hundred Aleut archaeological sites
on Sanak and Caton Islands, dating back
to at least 3,000 years ago, and likely to
approximately 9,000 years ago.

 |slands were heavily populated by Aleuts
prior to first contact with Russians.

 Two Aleut villages on Sanak Island that
were busy cod fishing stations around
1909: Pauloff Harbor and Sanak Villages.



PROJECT HISTORY

Island also had active cattle ranch,
slaughterhouse, and meat packaging facility up
until around 1953.

During WWII, Sanak Island became an
Important military outpost supporting the war
effort in the North Pacific.

Sanak had both an Army Aircraft Warning
Station and a Navy Radio Relay Station (1943-
1946)

At its largest, the bases had over 300 persons,
then were abandoned after end of watr.



PROJECT HISTORY

Villages abandoned in early 1970s.

Herd of Scottish highlander cattle
established.

Island currently used for subsistence food
gathering by Aleuts and others living in the
region.

Island very rich in subsistence food
resources.



PROJECT HISTORY

* Duck and feral cattle hunting.
* Fishing for halibut, salmon, trout, and cod.

o Gathering of seagull eggs, urchin, baidarki
(chiton), clams, and other shellfish.

* Foods support economic, physical,
cultural, and spiritual well-being of Aleuts
and others in region.



PROJECT HISTORY

e Concerns by Tribe about effects of old
drums, batteries, and former military sites
on health of island and subsistence
resources.

 Investigations of some sites done, but
cleanup work limited.

e Some of the military sites listed as No
Further Action by U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers.



OUTLINE OF PROJECT

« Pauloff Harbor Tribe decided to start site
Investigation and conduct some cleanup of
batteries, drums, and main environmental
hazards using EPA IGAP grant funds.

* Also, conduct investigation of possible
former military dump site.



OUTLINE OF PROJECT

o Working with U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to address site if determined to
be part of old military site and If
contaminants of concern present.

e Conducted site visits in 2003 and 2004 for
planning of future work.

o Completed Quality Assurance Project Plan
(QAPP) during 2004-2005 for completing
battery cleanup and soil sampling.



OUTLINE OF PROJECT

Worked closely with US EPA for review of
draft versions of QAPP.

Forwarding information to U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers to keep them involved.

Approximately 2 months of preparations
and planning before conducting field work.

Slides show process of field work.



Approximate Ldocation of Project
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LESSONS LEARNED

o Stay closely involved with various
agencies — they can help provide technical
and maybe even financial support.

 \Work cooperatively with various parties.

* Plan on collecting good field information
during early site visits in order to write
QAPP & to prepare for field work.



LESSONS LEARNED

Collect GPS coordinates & lots of digital photos
during early site visits.

Take plenty of notes in the field.
Interview several people who know site history.

Plan on lots of time to write QAPP, to allow time
for reviews, and to address comments.

Sometimes it takes patience and perseverance
to get the QAPP done! However, a good plan
pays off in the field.



LESSONS LEARNED

* Allow plenty of time (several months) for:
- planning and preparing for field efforts.
- coordinating with laboratories (if
samples collected).
- ordering, purchasing, and shipping
supplies, and getting gear in order.




LESSONS LEARNED

Be sure to write and follow a Health &
Safety Plan.

Allow time for reviewing field plans and
training people for field work.

Plan field work to occur in the best
season.

Make sure all field team members have
proper training far in advance of field work
(HAZWOPER 40-hour, First Aid/CPR, etc.)



LESSONS LEARNED

Have extra supplies and materials on hand
for field work.

Ensure you are prepared for the
unexpected and to address any
emergencies — there might not be a
hospital nearby.

Consider renting a satellite phone.

Set up contracts for technical support and
assistance, If needed.



CONTACT INFORMATION

Pauloff Harbor Tribe: Anne Morris 907-383-2487
phttec@arctic.net
Arlene Gundersen 907-383-6075
arleneg@apiai.org

APIA: Chris Riggio, chrisr@apiai.org, 907-222-4219

US EPA: Santina Gay, Gay.Santina@epamail.epa.gov,
907-271-3413
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