3745-1-50 Wetl and definitions.

In addition to the definitions in rule 3745-1-02 of the
Adm ni strative Code technical words used in rules 3745-1-50 to
3745-1-54 of the Adm nistrative Code shall be defined as foll ows:

(A)

(B)

(O

(D

(B)

(F)

(G

(H

“Alternatives anal ysis” neans a systematic review and

eval uation of practicable alternatives including avoi dance,
m ni m zation and/or conpensatory mtigation for inpacts to a
wet | and.

“Areal cover” neans the per cent of vegetation covering any
area of vegetated wetland. Areal neasurenents are those nmade
as if the wetland were being viewed fromthe air.

“Avoi dance” is the first step in the alternatives analysis
and neans that the applicant nust denonstrate that
alternatives which fulfill the basic project purpose and
have | ess inpacts to the wetland are not practicable, so
long as the alternative does not have other significant
adver se environnental consequences.

“Bi odiversity” means the nunber of community types,
different species, and genetic variants of species found in
a given area.

“Bog” nmeans a peat-accunul ating wetland that has no
significant inflows or outflows and supports acidophilic
nosses, particularly Sphagnum spp.

“Conpensatory mtigation” refers to the final step in the
al ternatives analysis and neans restoration, creation,
enhancenment or, in exceptional circunstances, preservation
of wetlands expressly for the purpose of conpensating for
unavoi dabl e adverse inpacts which remain after al
appropriate and practicabl e avoi dance and m ni m zati on have
been achi eved.

“Creation” nmeans the establishnent of a wetland where one
did not formerly exist. This would involve wetl and
construction on non-hydric soils.

"Critical habitat" neans:

(1) The specific areas within the geographical area
currently occupied by a species, at the tinme it is
listed in accordance with the Endangered Species Act
(16 U S.C. A section 1531 et seq., as anended) on which
are found those physical or biological features
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essential to the conservation of the species, and that
may require special managenent considerations or
protection; and

(2) Specific areas outside the geographical area occupied
by a species at the tine it is |listed in accordance
wi th the Endangered Species Act, upon a determ nation
by the secretary of the departnent of the interior,
that such areas are essential for the conservation of
t he speci es.

“Cunul ative inpacts” nean the inpact on the environnent
which results fromthe increnental inpact of the action when
added to ot her past, present, and reasonabl e foreseeable
future actions. Cunul ative inpacts can result from
individually m nor but collectively significant actions
taki ng place over a period of tinme. Cumul ative inpacts shal
be considered on a watershed basis.

“Direct inpacts" nean effects which are caused by the action
and occur at the sane tinme and pl ace.

“Dispersal corridor” neans a linear area that is used by
organi sns to nove fromone place of suitable habitat to
anot her .

"Endanger ed species" neans a native Chio plant species
listed or designated by the Ohio departnent of natural
resources as endangered pursuant to section 1518.01 of the
Revi sed Code, and aninal species |isted or designated as
endangered by the Onhio department of natural resources
pursuant to section 1531.25 of the Revised Code; or any

pl ant or animal species that is native to Chio or that
mgrates or is otherw se reasonably likely to occur within
the state which has been |isted as endangered pursuant to
section 4 of the Endangered Species Act, (16 U S C A 1531
et seq., as anended).

“Enhancenent” neans activities conducted in existing
wetl ands to inprove or repair existing or natural wetland
functions and val ues of that wetl and.

“Fen” nmeans a carbon accunul ati ng (peat, nmuck) wetland that
is saturated, primarily by a discharge of free flow ng
ground wat er during nost of the year. Fens are rarely
i nundated. Fens often have a sl oped surface which prevents
t he accunul ati on of stagnant or ponded water. The water of



3745-1-50 3

(O

(P)

(Q

(R

(S

(T)

(Y

fens is usually mneral rich and has a circumeutral pH
(5.5-9.0). In calcareous fens, soil my be dom nated by
deposits of cal cium carbonate rich sedinments (marl).
Characteristic indicator vegetation species may include, but
are not limted to Potentilla fruticosa, Solidago ohioensis,
Lobelia kalmi, Cacalia plantagi nea, Deschanpsia cespitosa,
Triglochin spp., Parnassia glauca, Gentianopsis spp.
Rhynchospora spp., and sone El eocharis spp.

“Forested wetl and” neans a wetl and cl ass characterized by
woody vegetation that is twenty feet tall or taller

"Fl oodpl ai n" nmeans the relatively level land next to a
streamor river channel that is periodically subnmerged by
flood waters. It is conposed of alluvium deposited by the
present streamor river when it fl oods.

“Function” neans processes occurring in, or because of, the
presence of a wetland that contribute to a |arger ecol ogi cal
condition such as water quality inprovenent, flood control
and/ or biodiversity mai ntenance.

"Ground water discharge" neans water flow ng out of a ground
wat er zone. In regards to wetl ands, ground water discharge
occurs when water flows froma ground water zone to a
wet | and.

"Ground water recharge" nmeans water flow into a ground water
zone. In regards to wetlands, ground water recharge occurs
when water flows froma wetland to a ground water zone.

“Hydrol ogically isolated wetl ands” nmeans those wetl| ands
whi ch;

(1) Have no surface water connection to a surface water of
t he state;

(2) Are outside of, and not contiguous to, any one hundred-
year "floodplain" as that termis defined in this rule;
and

(3) Have no contiguous hydric soil between the wetland and
any surface water of the state.

"Indirect inpacts" neans effects which are caused by the
project that occur farther renoved in distance fromthe
project, but are still reasonably foreseeable. Indirect
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i npacts may include related effects on air and water and
ot her natural systens, including ecosystens, and ot her
adverse environnental inpacts that may be a consequence of
t he project.

“I'n-kind” neans conpensatory mtigation of wetland | osses by
restoring or creating a forested wetland for a forested
wet |l and and a non-forested wetland for a non-forested
wet | and.

“Mnimzation” refers to a step in the alternatives anal ysis
and neans that unavoi dabl e inpacts are reduced to the
maxi mum ext ent practicabl e.

“Mtigation bank” means a site where wetl ands have been
restored, created, enhanced or, in exceptional

ci rcunst ances, preserved expressly for the purpose of
provi di ng conpensatory mtigation generally in advance of
aut hori zi ng i npacts.

“Mtigation bank service area” nmeans the designated area
where a mtigation bank can reasonably be expected to
provi de appropriate conpensation for inpacts to wetlands and
ot her aquatic resources.

“Mtigation ratio” neans the rate at which wetland units
(e.g., acres) will be restored, created, enhanced or
preserved to provide for conpensation of unavoi dable wetl and
| osses.

“Native species” neans a species which, by scientific
evi dence, was present in Chio just prior to European
expl oration and settl enent.

“Non-native species” neans a species which, by scientific
evi dence, was not present in Ohio just prior to European
expl oration and settl enent.

“Nui sance organi sns” nmeans organisns that are primarily
vegetative organi snms, that generally are non-native and have
opportunistic growh patterns, and that displace nore

di ver se assenbl ages.

“Off-site mtigation” neans wetland restoration, creation,
enhancenment or preservation occurring farther than one mle
fromthe project boundary but within the sane watershed.
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“dd-growth forests” neans forests characterized by, but not
limted to, the follow ng characteristics: overstory canopy
trees of great age (exceeding at least fifty per cent of a
proj ected maxi num attai nable age for a species); little or
no evi dence of human-caused understory di sturbance during
the past eighty to one hundred years; an all-aged structure
and nultil ayered canopi es; aggregations of canopy trees

i nterspersed with canopy gaps; and significant nunbers of

st andi ng dead snags and downed | ogs.

“On-site mtigation” neans wetland restoration, creation,
enhancenment or preservation occurring within one mle of the
proj ect boundary but within the sane wat ershed.

“Practicabl e’ neans avail abl e and capabl e of being done
after taking into consideration cost, existing technol ogy
and logistics in light of overall and basic project

pur poses. For the purposes of this definition,

(1) "Available" nmeans an alternative which is obtainable
for the purpose of the project;

(2) "Basic project purpose" neans the generic function of
the project; and

(3) "Overall project purpose" neans the basic project
pur pose plus consideration of costs and technical and
| ogi stical feasibility.

“Preservation” nmeans protection of ecologically inportant
wetl ands in perpetuity through the inplenentation of
appropriate |l egal nmechanisns to prevent harmto the wetl and.
Preservation may include protection of adjacent upland areas
as necessary to ensure protection of the wetl and.

“Public need” neans an activity or project that provides
i nportant tangi ble and intangible gains to society, that
satisfies the expressed or observed needs of the public

where accrued benefits significantly outwei gh reasonably
foreseeabl e detrinents.

“Restoration” neans the re-establishnment of a previously
existing wetland at a site where it has ceased to exist.

“Substrate” nmeans solid material, such as soil, on or within
whi ch organi sns can |ive.
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"Threat ened speci es" neans: a native Ohio plant species
listed or designated by the Chio departnent of natural
resources as threatened with extirpation pursuant to section
1518. 01 of the Revised Code; or an animal species |listed or
designated as threatened with statew de extinction by the
Ohi 0 departnent of natural resources pursuant to section
1531. 25 of the Revised Code; or a species that appears on
the threatened species registry, as defined in rule 3745-1-
05 of the Adm nistrative Code; or any plant or aninmal
species that is native to Chio or that mgrates or is

ot herwi se reasonably likely to occur within the state and
whi ch has been |isted as threatened pursuant to section 4 of
t he Endangered Species Act (16 U S.C. A 1531 et seq., as
anmended) .

"Vernal pools” nmeans shallow, tenporarily fl ooded,
depressional forested or forest edge wetlands, that are
typically dry for nost of the sunmer and fall. These
wet | ands are generally inundated in the |late winter and
spring when they are subject to a burst of biol ogical
activity, including anphibian breeding. Wien fl ooded, vernal
pools are often conprised of areas of open water that are
not densely vegetated. They also tend to accunul ate organic
(woody) debris.

"Wat ershed"” neans a common surface drai nage area
corresponding to one fromthe list of thirty-seven adapted
fromthe forty-four cataloging units as depicted on the
hydrol ogic unit map of Chio, U S. geol ogi cal survey, 1988,
and as described in paragraph (F)(2) of rule 3745-1-54 of
the Adm nistrative Code or as otherwi se shown on map nunber
1 found in rule 3745-1-54 of the Adm nistrative Code.

Wat ersheds are limted to those parts of the catal oging
units that geographically lie within the borders of the
state of Onio.
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