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Rockland County, NY, drafted a local law that limits idling to three minutes. The law, expected to pass in the first quarter of 2007, will reinforce and supplement the existing limits and enforcement guidelines set forth in the county's sanitary code.

Rockland County Sanitary Code 

ARTICLE XII 
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL 

12.1.0 - Declaration of Policy 
It is hereby declared to be the health policy of the Rockland Health District to safeguard the air resources of the County of Rockland from pollution by: 

12.1.1 Controlling or abating air pollution existing when this Article is enacted; and 

12.1.2 Preventing new air pollution, under a program which is consistent with the above-stated declaration of policy and in accordance with the provisions of this Article. 

12.1.3 Furthermore, it is hereby declared to be the health policy of the Rockland Health District to maintain a reasonable degree of purity of its air resources, consistent with the public health, welfare and comfort of the residents of the Rockland Health District, the propagation and protection of flora and fauna of the Rockland Health District, the business and industrial development of the Rockland Health District and the protection of property and other resources of the Rockland Health District and to that end to require the use of all available, practical and reasonable methods to prevent and control air pollution in the Rockland Health District. 

12.1.4 It is hereby further declared that maximum cooperation of all parties concerned is essential for achieving those goals which would most effectively prevent and control air pollution and that rules and regulations established under the provisions of this Article should be clearly premised upon scientific knowledge of causes as well as of effects. 

12.12.0 - Internal Combustion Engines 
12.12.1 Prohibitions 
12.12.1.1 No person who owns, operates or leases a stationary or portable internal combustion engine, or a motor vehicle propelled by an internal combustion engine, except a marine internal combustion engine, or who owns, leases or occupies land and has actual or apparent dominion or control over the operation of a stationary or portable internal combustion engine, or a motor vehicle propelled by an internal combustion engine, except a marine internal combustion engine, which is present on said land, shall operate it or allow or permit it to be operated, in such a manner that smoke is produced for a continuous period of more than five (5) seconds. 

12.12.1.2 No person who owns, operates or leases a motor vehicle propelled by an internal combustion engine, except for a marine internal combustion engine, or who owns, leases or occupies land and has actual or apparent dominion or control over the operation of a vehicle propelled by an internal combustion engine, except a marine internal combustion engine, which is present on said land, shall operate, allow or permit the internal combustion engine of such motor vehicle to idle for more than three (3) consecutive minutes when the motor vehicle is not in motion, except as otherwise permitted by Subsection 12.12.2 of this Article. 

12.12.2 Exceptions 
12.12.2.1 When a motor vehicle, the motive power for which is provided by an internal combustion engine, is forced to remain motionless because of traffic conditions over which the operator thereof has no control, the idling time may exceed the limitation set forth in Subsection 12.12.1.2 of this Article. 

12.12.2.2 When regulations adopted by a federal, state or local agency having jurisdiction requires the maintenance of a specific temperature for passenger comfort, the idling time set forth in Subsection 12.12.1.2 of this Article may be increased, but only to the extent necessary to comply with such regulations. 

12.12.2.3 When an internal combustion engine is being used to provide power for an essential auxiliary purpose, such as: loading, discharging, mixing or processing cargo; controlling cargo temperature; construction; lumbering; oil or gas well servicing; farming operations; or when operation of the engine is required for the purpose of maintenance, it shall not be considered to be idling within the meaning of Subsection 12.12.1.2 of this Article. 

12.12.2.4 The idling provisions of Subsection 12.12.1.2 of this Article shall not apply to fire trucks and other emergency vehicles while performing essential services.
ARTICLE I 
GENERAL DEFINITIONS, GENERAL PROVISIONS 
1.24.0 - Enforcement: Violations, Criminal Penalties 
As provided by the Public Health Law, the provisions of the State Sanitary Code shall have the force and effect of law and the non-compliance or non-conformance with any provision thereof shall constitute a violation punishable on conviction for a first offense by a fine not exceeding two hundred fifty dollars ($250) or by imprisonment for not exceeding fifteen days, or both; and for a second or subsequent offense by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1000)* of by imprisonment for not exceeding fifteen days (15) or both. As provided by the Public Health Law, any non-compliance or non-conformance with any provision of this Code or of a rule or regulation, duly made thereunder shall constitute a violation punishable on conviction for a first offense by a fine of not more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250) or by imprisonment for not more than fifteen (15) days or by both such fine and imprisonment; and for a second or subsequent offense by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1000)* or by imprisonment for not exceeding fifteen (15) days, or both. (*amended 9/16/98) 

1.25.0 - Enforcement: Violations, Civil Penalties 
1.25.1 Any person who violates, disobeys or disregards the terms of any lawful notice, order or regulation of the State Sanitary Code, this Code, or of the Commissioner, shall be subject to the imposition of a civil penalty by the Commissioner, not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1000)* for each single violation or failure or omission to act. (* amended 9/16/98) 

1.25.2 The penalty provided for by this section may be sued for and recovered by the Commissioner in any court of competent jurisdiction. 

1.25.3 Nothing in this section contained shall be construed to alter or repeal any existing provision of law declaring such violations or any of them to be violations or misdemeanors or prescribing the penalty therefor. 

1.25.4 Each day or a part of a day on which violation(s) or failure continues shall constitute a separate violation(s). 

1.26.0 - Enforcement: Violations; Other than by Prosecution 
1.26.1 Non-compulsory methods of enforcement. 

1.26.1.1 In lieu of enforcement of this Code by way of prosecution, recovery of civil penalties, revocation of permits, seizure, embargo and condemnation or other means, the Commissioner, by his duly authorized representative, may seek to obtain the voluntary compliance with this Code by way of notice, warning or educational means. 

1.26.1.2 This section shall not be construed to require that such non-compulsory methods must be employed or attempted before proceeding by way of compulsory or other legally prescribed procedures. 

