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Re: Updated Recommended Designations of Ozone Non-Attainment Areas in Georgia
Dear Ms. Fleming:

On March 12, 2008, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA)
promulgated a revised National Ambient Air Quality Standard for ozone. Section 107(d)(1)
of the Clean Air Act requires each state to submit to the EPA no later than one year
following promulgation of a new or revised NAAQS, its recommended designhation of each
area of the State as attainment, non-attainment, or unclassifiable under the standard. On
March 12, 2008, the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD} developed
recommended designations in  accordance with U.S. EPA's December 4, 2008
memorandum “Area Designations for the 2008 Revised Ozone National Ambient Air Quality
Standards.” Georgia recommended that six areas be designated as nonattainment:
Atlanta, Athens, Augusta, Columbus, Macon, and Murray County. These recommendations
were based on 2006 to 2008 monitoring data.

The Clean Air Act required that EPA finalize designations by March 12, 2011, However, on
September 16, 2009, U.S. EPA announced that it was reconsidering the 2008 ozone
standard and proposed revisions on January 6, 2010. On September 22, 2011, EPA issued
a memorandum “Implementation of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standard” that
stated the 2008 ozone standard would remain at 0.075 ppm and outlined implementation
steps for moving forward., These sieps include proceeding with the initial area designations
under the 2008 standard.

The purpose of the attached revised ozone designation recommendations is to formally go
on record as revising Georgia's recommendations prior to EPA moving forward with their
initial area designations.  This revised recommendation is based on 2009 to 2011
monitoring data. The 2009 and 2010 ozone measurements have been quality-assured and
certified and are stored in EPA’'s Air Quality Systern (AQS) database. These 2011 czone
rmeasurements will be quality-assured and certified by February 28, 2012 at which time they
will be stored in EPA’s Air Quality System (AQS) database. A list of 2006-2010 and 2008-
2011 8-hour ozone design values for all monitors in Georgia is attached in Table 1 and a

spatiai piot of the 2009-2011 8-hour ozone design values is attached in Figure 1.

This data shows that all areas in Georgia, except for Atlanta, are now complying with the
2008 ozone standard of 0.075 ppm. Thus, the revised recommendation is {o designate only
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certain counties in the metro Atlanta area as nonattainment for ozone. The attached table
(Table 2) provides EPD’s revised recommendations for the designation status of each
county in Georgia. In developing the ozone non-attainment area recommendation, EPD
based the boundary recommendation on the nine factors contained in Attachment 2 of
EPA’s Area Designations for the 2008 Revised Ozone National Ambient Air Quality

Standards memorandum.

Based on both quantitative and qualitative factor analysis conducted by Georgia EPD, the
following four Georgia counties are recommended to be designated nonattainment under
the revised 2008 ozone NAAQS: Cobb, DeKalb, Fulton, and Henry. A map with the location
of these four counties is contained in Figure 2. Georgia EPD recommends that all other
counties be designated as unclassifiable/attainment for the 2008 ozone standard.

If you have any questions or need more information, please contact Jac Capp at (404) 363-
7016 or Jimmy Johnston at (404) 363-7014.

F. Allen Barnes
Director

FAB:JJ:jwb
Attachments
i Scott Martin, U.S. EPA Region 4

Jac Capp, Branch Chief, Air Protection Branch
Jimmy Johnston, Program Manager, Planning & Support



Table 1. 2008-2010 DVs and 2009-2011 DVs of 8-hour ozone at FRM monitors.

AIRS ID County Station Name 2008-2010 DV 2009-2011 DV
Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Gainesville, GA-AL
13-067-0003 Cobb, GA Kennesaw 0.076 0.078
13-077-0002 Coweta, GA Newnan 0.068 0.067
13-085-0001 Dawson, GA Dawsonville 0.071 0.068
13-089-0002 DeKalb, GA South DeKalb 0.079 0.077
13-097-0004 Douglas, GA  Douglasville 0.075 0.074
13-121-0055 Fulton, GA Confederate Ave. 0.080 0.080
13-135-0002 Gwinnett, GA  Gwinnett 0.074 0.075
13-151-0002 Henry, GA McDonough 0.079 0.077
13-223-0003 Paulding, GA  Dallas / Yorkville 0.070 0.071
13-247-0001 Rockdale, GA  Conyers 0.078 0.075
Athens-Clarke County, GA
13-059-0002 Clarke, GA Athens 0.072 0.071
Augusta-Richmond County, GA-SC
13-245-0091 Richmond, GA Augusta 0.071 0.070
13-073-0001 Columbia, GA Evans 0.069 0.068
45-003-0003  Aiken, SC SC Aiken - Jackson 0.069 0.067
45-037-0001 Edgefield, SC  SC Edgefield - Trenton 0.065 0.063
Chattanooga-Cleveland-Athens, TN-GA
47-065-4003 Hamilton, TN  TN-Chatt VAAP 0.075 0.072
47-065-1011 Hamilton, TN  TN-Sequoyah 0.072 0.071
Columbus-Auburn-Opelika, GA-AL
13-215-0008 Muscogee, GA Columbus Airport 0.068 0.066
01-113-0001 Russell, AL AL - Russell Co 0.067 0.066
Macon-Warner Robins-Fort Valley, GA
13-021-0013 Bibb, GA Macon West 0.073 0.073
Dalton, GA
13-213-0003 Murray, GA Fort Mountain 0.073 0.071
Other area
13-055-0001 Chattooga, GA Summerville 0.066 0.067
13-261-1001 Sumter, GA Leslie 0.065 0.065
13-127-0006 Glynn, GA Brunswick 0.063 0.062
13-051-0021 Chatham, GA  Savannah 0.064 0.063
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Figure 1. Ozone monitors and CSA/CBSA boundaries associated with potential nonattainment

areas in Georgia under the 2008 ozone NAAQS. Ozone design values are based on 2009-2011

ozone data. Nonattainment area boundaries under the 1997 ozone NAAQS are outlined in red,
and nonattainment area boundaries under the 1997 PM2.5 NAAQS are outlined in blue.
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Figure 2: Map of Atlanta nonattainment area recommendations for the revised 2008 ozone

NAAQS.



Table 2. RECOMMENDED DESIGNATION STATUS FOR GEORGIA COUNTIES

County Name

Designation Recomimendation

Appling | Attainment/Unclassifiable
Atkinson Attainment/Unclassifiable
Bacon Attainmeni/Unclassifiable
Baker Attainment/Unclassifiable
Baldwin Attainment/Unclassifiable
Banks Attainment/Unclassifiable
Barrow Attainment/Unclassifiable
Bartow Attainment/Unclassifiable
Ben Hill Attainment/Unclassifiable
Berrien Attainment/Unclassifiable
Bibb Attainment/Unclassifiable
Bleckiey Attainment/Unclassifiable
Brantiey Attainment/Unciassifiable
Brooks Attainment/Unclassifiable
Bryan Attainment/Unclassifiable
Bulioch Attainmeni/Unclassifiable
Burke Attainment/Unclassifiable
Butts Attainment/Unclassifiable
Calhoun Attainment/Unclassifiable
Camden Attainment/Unclassifiable
Candler Attainment/Unclassifiable
Carroil Attainment/Unclassifiable
Catoosa Attainment/Unclassifiable
Charlton Attainment/Unclassifiable
Chatham Attainment/Unclassifiable
Chatiahoochee Adtainment/Unclassifiable
Chattooga Attainment/Unclassifiable
Cherokee Attainment/Unclassifiable
Clarke Attainment/Unclassifiabie
Clay Attainment/Unclassifiable
Clayton Attainment/tUndclassifiable
Clinch Attainment/Unclassifiable
Cobb Monattainment
Coftee Altainment/Unclassifiable
Colguitt | Attainment/Unclassifiable
Columbia Attainmeni/Unclassifiable
Cook Attainment/Unclassifiable
Coweta Attainment/Unclassifiable
 Crawford Attainment/Unclassifiable
Crisp Attainment/Unclassifiable
Dade Attainment/Unclassifiable
Dawson Attainment/Unclassifiable
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Tahle 2. RECOMMENDED DESIGNATION STATUS FOR GEORGIA COUNTIES

County Name

Designation Recommendation

Decatur Attainment/Unciassifiable
DeKalb Nonattainment
Dodge Attainment/Unclassifiable
Dooly Attainment/Unclassifiable
Doughtery Attainment/Unclassifiable
Douglas Attainment/Unclassifiable
Early Attainment/Unclassifiable
Echols Attainment/Unclassifiable
Effingham Aitainment/Unclassifiable
Eibert Attainment/Unclassifiable
Emanuel Attainment/Unclassifiable
Evans Attainment/Unclassifiable
Fannin Attainment/Unclassifiable
Fayeite Attainment/Unclassifiable
Floyd Attainment/Unclassifiable
Forsyth Attainment/Unclassifiable
Franklin Attainment/Unclassifiabie
Fuiton Nonattainment
Gilmer Attainment/Unclassifiable
Glascack Attainment/Unclassifiable
Glynn Attainment/Unclassifiable
Gordon Attainment/Unclassifiable
Grady Attainment/Unclassifiable
Greene Attainment/Unclassifiable
Gwinnett Attainment/Unclassifiable
Habersham Attainment/Unclassifiable -
Hall Attainment/Unclassifiable
Hancock Attainment/Unclassifiable
Haraison Attainment/Unclassifiable
Harris Attainment/Unclassifiable
et Attainment/Unclassifiable
Heard Aittainmeni/Unclassifiable
Henry ) Nonattainment
Houston Attainmeni/Unclassifiable
lrwin Attainment/Unclassifiable
Jackson Attainment/Unclassifiable
Jasper Attainment/Unclassifiable
Jeff Davis Attainment/Unclassifiable
Jefferson Aftainment/Unclassifiable
Jenkins Attainment/Unclassifiable
Johnson Attainment/Unclassifiable
Jones Attainment/Unclassifiable
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Table 2. RECOMMENDED DESIGNATION STATUS FOR GEORGIA COUNTIES

Designation Recommendation

County Name

Lamar Attainmeni/Unclassifiable
Lanier Attainmeni/Unclassifiable
Laurens Attainment/Unclassifiable
Lee Attainment/Unciassifiable
Liberty Attainment/Unclassifiable
Lincoln Attainment/Unclassifiable
Long Attainment/Unclassifiable
Lowndes Attainment/Unclassifiable
Lumpkin Attainment/Unclassifiable
McDuffie Attainment/Unclassifiable
Mclntosh Attainment/Unclassifiable
Macon Attainment/Unclassifiable
Madison Attainment/Unclassifiable
Marion Attainment/Unclassifiable
Meriwether Attainment/Unclassifiable
Miller Attainment/Unclassifiable
Mitchell Attainment/Unclassifiable
Monroe Attainment/Unclassifiable
Montgomery Attainment/Unclassifiable
Morgan Attainment/Unclassifiable
Murray Attainment/Unclassifiable
- Muscogee Attainment/Unclassifiable .
Newton Attainment/Unclassifiabie
Oconee Attainment/Unclassifiable
Oglethorpe Attainment/Unclassifiable
Paulding Attainment/Unclassifiable
Peach Attainment/Unclassifiable
Pickens Attainment/Unclassifiable
_____ Pierce Attainment/Unclassifiable
Pike Attainment/Unclassifiable
Polk Attainmeni/Unclassifiable
Pulaski Attainment/Unclassifiable
Putnam AttainmenifUnclassifiable
Quitman Attainment/Unclassifiable
Rabun Attainment/Unclassifiabte
Randolph Attainment/Unclassifiable
Richmond Attainment/Unclassifiable
Rockdale Attainment/Unclassifiable
Schley Attainment/Unclassifiable
Screven Attainment/Unclassifiable
Semincie Attainment/Unclassifiable
Spalding Attainment/Unclassifiable

Page 3




Table 2. RECOMMENDED DESIGNATION STATUS FOR GEORGIA COUNTIES

County Name

Designation Recommendation

Stephens Attainment/Unclassifiable
Stewart Aftainment/Unclassifiabie
Sumter Attainment/Unclassifiabie
Talbot Attainment/Unclassifiable
Taliaferro Aftainment/Unclassifiabie
Tattnalt Attainment/Unclassifiable
Taylor Attainment/Unclassifiable

Teifair Attainment/Unclassifiable
Terrell Attainment/Unclassifiable ]
Thomas Atiainment/Unclassifiable
Tift Attainment/Unclassifiable
Toombs Attainment/Unclassifiable
Towns Attainment/Unclassifiable
Treutlen Attainment/Unclassifiable
Troup Attainment/Unclassifiable
Turner Attainment/Unclassifiable
Twiggs Attainment/Unclassifiable
Union Attainment/Unclassifiable
Upson Attainment/Unclassifiable
Walker Attainment/Unclassifiable
Walton Attainment/Unclassifiable
Ware Altainment/Unclassifiable
Warren Attainment/Unclassifiable
Washington Attainment/Unclassifiable
Wayne Attainment/Unclassifiable

Webster Attainment/Unclassifiable
Wheeier Attainment/Unclassifiable
White Attainment/Unclassifiable
Whitfield Attainment/Unclassifiable
Wilcox Attainment/Unclassifiable
Wilkes Attainment/Unclassifiable
Wilkinsor Attainment/Unclassifiable

Worth Attainment/Unclassifiable
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Nonattainment Area Designations for Georgia
Under the 2008 Revised
8-Hour Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standard
UPDATED 2011 Technical Analysis

This document contains the Georgia Environmental Protection Division’s (EPD) technical
analysis for designating nonattainment areas in Georgia under the 2008 revised primary and
secondary ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). This analysis has been
conducted in accordance with U.S. EPA’s December 4, 2008, memorandum “Area Designations
for the 2008 Revised Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards™ and U.S. EPA’s
September 22, 2011, memorandum “Implementation of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality
Standard.” The 159 counties in Georgia have been evaluated and identified as attainment,
nonattainment, or unclassifiable on the basis of available information.

Air Quality Data and Potential Nonattainment Areas

Federal Reference Method (FRM) measurements of ozone concentrations in Georgia, during the
most recent three consecutive years (2009-2011), were analyzed and used to identify sites
currently violating the revised 2008 ozone NAAQS. The 2009 and 2010 ozone measurements
have been quality-assured and certified and are stored in EPA’s Air Quality System (AQS)
database. These 2011 ozone measurements will be quality-assured and certified by February 29,
2012 at which time they will be stored in EPA’s Air Quality System (AQS) database. Design
values (DV) were calculated for each monitor (Table 1 and Figure 1) by averaging the fourth-
highest daily maximum 8-hour average ozone concentrations for three consecutive years. 1f the
2009-2011 DV for a monitor is greater than 0.075 ppm, the monitor is violating the NAAQS.
Armong the 20 ozone monitors in Georgia, there are 4 violating monitors, which are located
within the Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Gainesville, GA-AL Combined Statistical Area (CSA).

The U.S. EPA’s December 4, 2008 memorandum “Arca Designations for the 2008 Revised
Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards™ recommends that:

- " the Core Based Statistical Area (CBSA) or Combined Statistical Area (which includes 2 or
more adjacent CBSA's) associated with the violating monitor(s) serve us the starting poini or
“presumpiive” houndary for evaluating the geographic boundaries of an ozone nonatlainment
area. CBSA is a collective term that vefers io both meiropolitan and micropoliian statistical
areas, which are distinguished based on populaiion size. Fach CBSA consists of a county or
couniies containing ai least one wurban core plus adjacent counties thal have a high degree of
social and economic integration with the urban core as measured by commuling lies. [P/
recommends starting with this presumption because the factors used to esiablish the CBSAs and
CSAs are similar to the fuctors EPA plans (o consider in determining whether « nearby area iy
contributing to ihe violation(s) of the standard. ™



