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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Wildcat Landfill Site is located near Dover In Kent County, Delaware. This
Community Relations Plan (CRP) outlines the history of the site, Including citizen
Involvement, and the community's concerns, Techniques and objectives
recommended for addressing these concerns are provided to assist the lead agency
In establishing constructive Interaction and meaningful two-way communication
with the community, In order to facilitate implementation of this plan, a general
schedule and budget estimate are Included In this document. A list of parties
Interested in the site concludes this CRP,

Information for this document was obtained from a Remedial Action Master PlanH \\(RAMP) prepared by SRW Associates, Inc., and froni onsite discussions held with
local, State, and Federal officials, with the cooperation of the State of Delaware
Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC), In
addition, telephone Interviews were conducted with Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Region III officials, The State of Delaware Is expected to have the
lead on remedial actions for the Wildcat Landfill Site.
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2.0 BACKGROUND AND COMMUNITY RELATIONS HISTORY

2,1 Site History

The Wildcat Landfill Site la located In a lightly developed residential area
approximately 2-1/2 miles southaast of Dover In Kent County, Delaware, The

.
Figure 2-1, Location Map), Isaac

Branch and Tldbury Creek, tributaries to the St. Jones River, exist north and south
of the site, respectively,

Approximately .JjJSHjrJpf this land parcel, situated In a low-lying wetland along
the St, Jones River, were used for municipal and Industrial waste disposal purposes, •

"Environmental --Control •• (DNREC) - -because • of noncompliance ' with "permlF"'
TOquFe'ments? Waste types dumped at the site reportedly Included trash, bulk
solids, liquid and solid latex, paint solvents, and chemical residues. The quantities
of materials disposed of are not known, Liquid and solid wastes were mixed
together, compacted, and covered, The owner of the site reported that bulk wastes
contained in drums were disposed at the landfill and the empty drums recycled,

After Its closure In 1973, the Wildcat Landfill Site was covered with borrow
material from a racetrack area located adjacent to the site, The site has been
revegetatad and remains unused. There Is both vehicular and walk-on access to the
former landfill area, In various places, empty metal drums, tires, solid latex, and
assorted municipal trash exist on site, 1B*Bl

Two ponds He In the vicinity of the site. The landfill owner reported that the
northern pond, adjacent to the randfill on the northwestern side, was an existing
feature prior to waste 'disposal activities. A second pond, separate from the siti

2-1
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and south of the nearby racetrack, was reported to have been formed as the result
of excavation to provide cover material for the landfill.

Sampling at the site by the DNREC, EPA, and the Delaware Division of Public

river, used for
Industrial water-supplies, recreational activities, fishing, and navigation, Is
brackish and is therefore not used for drinking water or Irrigation,

Most residents of the Dover area, Including the personnel stationed at Dover Air
Force Base, receive their potable water from public wells that draw from the
de«per Piney Point and Cheswold aquifers, 18HiMBratedg*a6-n»mt»-fecehre-tnilr -•
water .trQnvrih.e..ah»Mov»uXolumbla-BqujLeĵ syâ  •
However, data assessing the extent of aquifer contamination do not presently exist.

The predominant land uses In the areas adjacent to the Wildcat Landfill Site are
residential, business, and military. Farming takes place on land to the, west and
south of the site. Residential developments are located south and west of the
landfill. Dover Air Force Base, located across the St, Jones River, Is less than
1,000 feet from the site, The areas immediately adjacent to the landfill were used
for recreational purposes, specifically, archery and go-cart racing, However,
citizen complaints of noise and possible contamination of facilities put a halt to
these activities In October 1982,

2,2 Community Relations History

Media coverage In 9SZZ£lraw public attention to the Wildcat Landfill Site. The
iedj;egatac]tf(}IQiBalnst:̂ -opejittoir

alatloris ?of ninfc^flermlt-condltioDa^Newspaners cited the failure of the—— ————•-̂ •Ujjfĉ i'Ĵ t-Jjrgg&gsa;
Wildcat Landfill to adaqualaiycover waste on a dally basis,
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Public attention shifted from landfill operations to recreational activities when the
site, was closed In 1973, An area adjacent to the Inactive landfill had been used to
build a racetrack for go-carts, mlcromldget stack cars, and motorcycles,
Picnicking and archery were also reported to have occurred near the landfill, The
landfill and the racetrack are located on land owned by the same person, Noise
associated with racetrack activities prompted citizen complaints and requests
calling for an and to all racing activities. Tha Issue came to a climax last winter
when the Wildcat Landfill Site was placed on the National Priorities List. This
listing created additional concern among residents In regard to potential risks to
public health,

<ftkiJWIH.-County Regional Planning Commission closed the racing operation In
TPftober'1982-for'zonlng law-violations and deniedih.f Tacetrack tiwnerpeTtnlsstOTP
IcToperate the racetrack - on -the 6-acra •slte;-afl|ac*Tif to th'tf.Un'dfC The
Commission cited (as reasons for the denial) complaints from neighbors concerning
noise In the area and potential risks to public health from contamination emitted
from the landfill. However, the Commission stated that it would welcome a
reapplicatlon for the racetrack after the Issuance of a more detailed EPA report,
later In the year. The planning commission's decision was upheld by the Kent
County Levy Court In February 1983, The owner of the racetrack has complained
that local residents are using the contamination Issue as an excuse to close the
racetrack. It is unclear at this point whether the Kent County Planning
Commission will allow the racetrack to reopen If contamination from the Wildcat
Landfill Site Is not found to endanger public health,

While newspapers reported to the public that the St. Jones River was not being
affected by contaminants from the Wildcat Landfill Site, concern appears to have
bean generated by groundwatar testing and by the discovery of pollutants In a
shallow well at tha landfill, Residents in Pennwood Acres, near the landfill, were
reportedly worried about their drinking water, However, no other information was
available on this situation, Durlng'onslte visits, It was noticed that people continue
to fish and crab in tha St, Jones marsh area, apparently unconcerned about possible
contamination of aquatic life,
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3,0 ISSUES AND CONCERNS

The primary issues relating, to the Wildcat Landfill Site center on land uie,
specifically, the operation of the go-cart racetrack rather than health risk*
associated with the contamination from the landfill, Residents living near the site
have long expressed concern about the noise associated with the racetrack, This
subject will most likely remain a primary Issue in future site activities,

J

.*ral«lon.otmitnan».
landfljl, The owner requested permission to build a shopping canter over the
covered landfill, but permission was denied because of this potential threat. It is
likely that land use Issues will continue to emerge, since the owner would now like
to use his land for purposes other than a landfill,

Offslte migration of contaminants also appears to be a community concern,
However, recent reports stating that the St. Jones River Is free of landfill
contaminants may have quelled this concern. The potential for burled drums to
corrode and release additional hazardous wastes was cited by newspapers as a
possible problem In the future,

The fear that groundwater may become contaminated is, perhaps, the most serious
concern for area residents. ̂ jdjĉ ĉ ynil̂ Miiblî ghdtfttî dlatHiiicmate

•aflulfera, pn__the site have_prompted local .officials and
.Tî ii&wx&Aî 'i. -i..~0f .'Jorj •problem,"."" ""

Overall, the" level of community awareness and concern can be characterized as
moderate. Since the landfill has been closed for 10 years, the Issue of the landfill
Itself has wined from public attention, '>jiwe«efaJBf.ng»rnar:Ovei;Tcontamlnants •-
orlsinatlng-fromrrthe-landlill, -the potential--for' contamin7tT6n"of "groOhtfwittr'."

•̂ StTppllesfrand "the "pro'posed alternative land use for the site could all possibly
3sc'aia(e"tnls 'm6de"rate'Te"vel"6?'cTtfs1en~nte7e's't." ,*
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4,0 COMMUNITY RELATIONS OBJECTIVES

The following objectives are recommended to establish meaningful, two-way
communication between the community and government agencies:

• To provide the community with accurate, up-to-date information on
ongoing slta activities and the results of these activities,

• To seek citizen Input on site activities and plans being considered,
i

• To assure that the media are provided with accurate Information
concerning contamination, plans for remediation, and the schedule for all
remedial activities.

• To keep public officials apprised of all remedial activities and findings,

» To monitor and reassess the level of public Interest and concern over the
site,

4-1
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5,0 COMMUNITY RELATIONS TECHNIQUES

The following techniques are recommended to meet the stated objectives of this
Community Relations Plan (CRP), These techniques and objectives should be
modified and updated by reassessing the community relations program periodically,

_______Oblectlva _____t _______Technique ____i

To provide the community with Issue fact sheets to Inform the public
accurate Information. of ongoing activities and the findings

of the studies conducted, These fact /
sheets should Include the status of the ,
race track operation.

Establish an Information repository In
an accessible public location for all
Information available on site activities,

Hold formal public meetings at the Alan
Frear Elementary School to correspond
with project development,

To seek cltlian Input on site Conduct a workshop to educate citizens
activities, ' and public officials on the nature of

the problem. :

Hold public consultations with appro-
priate representatives of the
community,

5-1
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•:______Qfalectlva______, _______Technique______

To assure that the media are Issue press releases to correspond
provided with accurate Information. with project milestones,,

Open lines of communication through
telephone contacts between the press
and representatives of the lead agency.

To keep public officials apprised Conduct briefings of public officials
of activities. as the project develops.

Initiate periodic telephone contacts
with public officials to update them
on project activities.

To monitor the level of public Conduct onsite discussions with
Interest. i members of the community to verify,

'.: clarity, and more accurately assess
the situation.

Revise this CRP as the project
develops.

* . , Prepare and distribute a responslveness
summary.

5-2
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The following suggested community relations activities should correspond with the
technical work plan prepared (or the site:

6.1 Remedial Investigation

• Establish contact with community leaders through small group meetings.
• Establish an Information repository,
• Prepare periodic fact sheets on site activities,

6.2 Feasibility Study

/ • Hold a briefing of local officials to discuss alternatives being considered
for site cleanup.

•) • Issue a press release announcing the public comment period on cleanup
i alternatives being considered,

• Hold a public meeting to discuss cleanup alternatives and to solicit public
Input.

• Prepare and distribute a responslveness summary,

8-1
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7,0 BUDGET AND STAFFING PUN

The following list Indicates the recommended community relations activities that
will be required at the Wildcat Landfill Site and the estimated staff hours required
to Implement them.

_________Activity_________, Work Hours

Information repository (1) 10
Formal public meeting (1) 65
Fact sheets (3) ' 30
Work shop (1) 32
Public consultations (1) 8
Press releases (3) • 12
Briefings (1) 30
Reiponslveness summary (1) , JjJ
Total /143
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8,0 INTERESTED PARTIES

Federal

U.S. Senator Joseph R, Biden, Jr,
486 Senate Russall Office Building
Washington, D,C, 20910
(202)224-5042

Home Office:
6021 Boggs Federal Building
844 King Street
Wllmington, Delaware 19801
(302) 573-6345

U.S. Senator William V, Roth, Jr,
104 Senate Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C, 20510
(202)224-2441

Home Office:
3021 Bogga Federal Building
844 King Street
Wllmington, Delaware 19B01
(302)573-6291

ftU.S. Representative Thomas R, Casper '
1020 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D,C, 20515
(202) 225-4165

8-1
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Horn* Offlci:
502.1 Boggs Federal Building
844 King Strait
Wllmlngton, Delaware 19801
(302) 573-6181

Joe Donovan, Community Relations Coordinator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region III
Office of External Xffalrs
6th and Walnut Streets
Philadelphia, P/nnsylvania 19106/ i
(215) 597-9905

Bob Chadwlck, Community Relations Specialist
US, Environmental Protection Agency, Region II
Office of External Affairs
6th and Walnut Streets
Philadelphia/Pennsylvania 19106
(215) 597-6728

State

Qovernbt Plerre S, duPont IV
Legislative Halli \
Dover, Delawaqi 19901

RtdMii Pei kins, Press Secretary
Governor's Office
Legislative Hall
Dover, Delaware 19901
(302) 736-4101
Wllmlngton Office:
(302) 571-3210
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Stati Senator William C, Torbert
Brady Lan« Extended
Dover, Delaware 19901
(302)697-1427

State Representative Gerald SucKwonh
7 West Camden-Wyomlng Avenue
Wyoming, Delaware 19934
(302) 697-2033

State Representative Edward J. Bennett
1129 Woodaedge Road
Dover, Delaware 19901
(302)736-6485 .

Kathleen Jamlson
Information Officer
Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control
89 Kings Highway
P.O. Box 1401
Dover, Delaware 19903
(302) 736-4506

William Razor
Deleware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control

neieureo Section l!
P.O. Box 1401
Dover, Delaware 1990)
(302) 736-4761-
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County

"1
William Paskey, Levy Court President.
RD 1
Box 420
Felton, Delaware 19943
H302) 204-4312-

Donald Culver, Levy Court Commissioner
748 East Loockarman Street
Dover, Delaware 19901
(302) 734-7265

Louis Qlusto, Levy Court Commissioner
10 Smallwood Drive \
Dover, Delaware 19901 /
(302)697-9208 '

James P. Chao, County Engineer
County Administrative Building
Dover, Delaware
(302) 736-2101

Alan Thompson, Director
Kent County Planning Office
414 Federal'Street
Dover, Delaware 19901
(302) 736-2010 j
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Other

Or, Robert Varen
Research Office
Water Resources Center
University of Delaware
Newark, Delaware 19711

Or, Alan Block
University of Delaware
Newark, Delaware 19711

Or, Thomas Mercer
907 South Governor's Avenue
Dover, Delaware 19901

Alan Hunn
RD1
Box 398
Dover, Delaware 19901
(302) 697-1339

Alien Cox
Wildcat Recreation Park
RD1 i|
Box 648 - .
Dover, Delaware 19901
(302) 697-7073

8-5
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Mrs, Fred Townsend, Secretary
Pennwood Acres, Inc.
19 Stuart Drivi
Dover, Delaware 19901
(302) 697-3340

Penn Emerson, President
Pennwood Acres, Inc.
1979 South State Street
Dover, Delaware 19901
(302) 697-3234

Madia

Newspapers!

Tha Wllmlnqton
831 Orange Street
P.O. Boxllll
Wllmlngton, Delaware 19899
(302) 573-2169
Dover: (302)734-7577
Contact:

Nancy Kessler

The Wllmlnqton .Morning News
831 Orange 1
P.O.Box 111
Wilmlngto/Delaware 19899
(302) 573̂ 2000
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Tha Palawan Stata News
P.O.Box 737
Dover, Delaware 19901
(302) 674-3600

Radio;

WILM
Box 1990
1215 French Street
Wllmington, Delaware 19699
(302) 656-9800

WAMS
P.O. Box 3677
Wllmington, Delaware 19807
(302)658-2500

WDEL
P,0, Box 7492
Wilmlngton, Delaware 19803
(302) 478-8898

WKEN
P,0, Box 553 ;
Dover, Delaware 19903 U) D0\/
(302) 674-1234 ' f, 0.

Oootn,, Oil
WAFL
P,0, Box 325
Mlllord, Delaware 19963 , -"
(302) 422-7575

8-7
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Television;

WHYY Channel 12
Fifth and Scon Streets
Wllmlngton, Delaware 19805
(302) 575-1515

KYW Channel 13 (NBC)
Fifth and Market Streets
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106 .
(215) 238-4700

WPVI Channel 6 (ABC)
4100 Cityline Avenue
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19131
(219)878-9700

WCAU Channel 10 (CBS)
Monument and City Avenue
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19131
(215)581-5510
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