














Questions Answered
Questions Answered (in the order in which they were asked):

*The letter indicates the source of each question. An “A” indicates that the question was submitted by
the live audience, and the “W” indicates that the question was submitted through the webinar. The
cards were pre-numbered to easily identify the question once they were submitted. These questions
are in the order that they were asked.

Al. How, or will, the EPA TMDL impact local municipalities, that do not have a high population density
but are now discharging into a TMDL waterway, in terms of state MS4 designation? Will future models
account for stream bank erosion for contributions of phosphorus? (Scott Fickbohm, Otsego County Soil
and Water Conservation District)

A2. How does the Chesapeake Bay Strategy mesh with the overall goal of the reduction of carbon
footprints and greenhouse gases? Specifically, has consideration been given to the amount of energy
needed to get nutrient reductions? The production of methanol for denitrification is an extremely
energy consuming process.

A3. The data presented suggests New York state Wastewater Treatment Plants contribute 0.6% nitrogen
and 1.25% phosphorus load to the Bay. What is the logic of requiring upgrades in local WWTPs since the
benefit will be trivial (but the cost is not trivial)? Why not concentrate on more cost effective (to the
consumer) reductions? (Ron Kahn, Waverly, NY)

A4. How will DEC equitably allocate TMDL allowances so as not to create economic disincentives that
stymie a county’s economic development efforts vis-a-vis other counties in the Bay Watershed (both in
New York State and in Pennsylvania) as well as New York counties outside of the Bay Watershed (for
example in the Great Lakes Watershed)?

W1. As most people are more concerned about what happens in their backyards (local rivers and
streams) how do we convince them that this TMDL project and costs, will benefit them?

A5. The city of Hornell has received no federal aid since our last update in 1985. If the Chesapeake Bay is
a national treasure, shouldn’t the federal government be involved in funding upgrades to wastewater
facilities? How will small cities with declining populations and financial resources pay for WWTP
upgrades with no federal assistance?

A6. Will the EPA’s TMDL process include provisions to sanction a watershed-wide nutrient reduction
credit trading program/system to help incentivize and financially reward communities and enterprises
that aggressively accomplish more than the minimum nutrient reductions?

A7. We got 12-month RA action levels of 2.0mg/I phosphorus and 15 mg/| nitrogen in our permit
modification which went into effect October 2009. We are a 9 MGD nominal, 5 MGD average plant. Will
we see these numbers tighten in 20117 Will there be a mechanism to inform permit holders throughout
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the process so we can get a good idea of what’s coming well in advance? (Bruce Adams, Cortland
Wastewater Treatment Plant)

A8. The Susquehanook tribe named the Susquehanna River, which means people of the muddy river.
Can the TMDL process really change eight centuries of natural geology?

A9. How do you recommend the TMDL requirements be addressed in the DEC GEIS for shale gas drilling
now under public review?

A10. Tell me about the consequences at the farm level. (Troy Bishopp, Farmer in 24™ Congress District
SWCD Employee in Madison County)

Al11. How is the DEC going to establish a reserve for future new wastewater plants (for example,
Windsor) and/or new wastewater plants supporting the Marcellus shale drilling industry (for example,
American Water in Owego)? What about the huge amounts of aerial nitrogen deposition from well
drilling operations (900-1300 truck trips per well plus generators, compressors, drilling rig engines)?

A12. Given the current modeling prediction, much higher than the TMDL cap (80% more), what are the
specific strategies the EPA and state will do? And what kind of support can New York expect from the
EPA and downstream states? (Dr. Weixing Zhu, Professor of Binghamton University, STAC member, New
York State resident for ten years)

A13. What is the resource commitment expected from New York state and local counties in the next 10-
15 years? (Dr. Weixing Zhu, Professor of Binghamton University, STAC member, New York State resident
for ten years)

Al14. What are the potential impacts of Marcellus shale drilling on this TMDL regulation? Would that
affect the drilling permits? (Dr. Weixing Zhu, Professor of Binghamton University, STAC member, New
York State resident for ten years)

A16. What percentage of original numbers of phosphorus, nitrogen and sediment are we trying to
reach?

A17. Does the sediment model take into account total dissolved solids loadings?

A18. Has consideration been given to the impacts of thermal pollution and nutrients interaction on the
Bay?

A19. How are the DEC MS4 rules going to impact our DOT areas of significant road runoff that go
straight to streams or rivers without holding capacity? (Peter Andreason, Vestal Supervisor)

A20. How are DEC and Army Corps of Engineers going to work with us long term, longer than current
permit processes for helping to clean and maintain our major streams and the Susquehanna River?
Specifically for sediment problems? (Peter Andreason, Vestal Supervisor)
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Questions Submitted
Questions Submitted (but not answered):

W2. In “new data expected”, are you preparing for the additional pollutants from Marcellus drilling
activity? The gas/oil industry has been exempted from the Clean Water and Clean Air Acts, but will
certainly contribute TDS and god only knows what else. Will agriculture be pressed to meet the
executive order, but the gas and oil industry still be exempt? How will these two very conflicting federal
directives be met?

W3. Why will hydrofracking not been discussed? Gas drilling will have a profound effect on all
regulations and the estimates being talked about.

W4. What WWTPs will be equipped to handle produced water from hydrofracking?
WS5. Will the contamination of air, soil and water from gas drilling (hydrofracking) be covered today?

A21. | certainly understand the need to decrease the amount of nitrogen and phosphorus pollution in
our water. However, what good will this do in the Chesapeake Bay if New York state water is rich in 260
plus toxic chemicals from gas drilling that inexplicably flow into the streams and rivers? What
monitoring of New York state will be for toxics as well as Pennsylvania water? Other states that the EPA
had begun funding through grants show increases in carcinogenic and hormone disruptive diseases.

A22. Governor Patterson issued an Executive Order earlier this year that essentially forbids state
agencies from imposing unfunded mandates on communities. Doe the DEC have a commitment from
Governor Patterson, the New York State Senate and New York State Assembly to provide adequate state
funding dedicated solely for Chesapeake Bay nonpoint source and point source nutrient removal
infrastructure?

A23. What is the EPA’s sense of the willingness of Congress and the President to commit adequate
federal funding dedicated solely for Chesapeake Bay nonpoint source and point source nutrient removal
infrastructure?

A24. Does the TMDL analysis take into account the carbon footprint/greenhouse gas effect of
improvement efforts? For example:

a. Chlorophyll a is 39 molecules of carbon to 4 molecules of nitrogen (don’t we have to
limit CBOD, too?).

b. The Binghamton-Johnson City Wastewater Plant is installing (it doesn’t work reliably
yet) a denitrification process that uses methanol as a carbon source and huge amounts
of electricity. Is EPA studying the greenhouse gas emissions in manufacturing and
transporting methanol as well as increased electric consumption to drive treatment
processes?

A25. Can we have one Marcellus shale drilling question?
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A26. Explain and identify what are unregulated point sources as opposed to regulated?
A27. When will the targeted TMDL be executed?

W6. Any comments on the impact of Marcellus shale drilling will be appreciated. As Jim said, that is the
800 pound gorilla in the room.

A28. How do you address the winter manure spreading issue? It does snow in New York!

A29. How do you implement a 15 year plan that took over 100 years to create? (Troy Bishopp, Farmer in
24" Congress District SWCD Employee in Madison County)

A30. How do you put conservation and water quality in place on farms without trained technical
people? (Troy Bishopp, Farmer in 24™ Congress District SWCD Employee in Madison County)

A31. Is the cheap food system and people’s behavior really to blame for this situation? How do you
regulate this? (Troy Bishopp, Farmer in 24 Congress District SWCD Employee in Madison County)

A32. How will any of these TMDL requisites apply the consequences to hydrofracture drilling which is
not under the jurisdiction of local or federal laws and the Clean Air and Water Act? (K. Eaton)
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Comments

There were no public comments at the Binghamton, New York meeting.
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