
June 7,2000 

Dean Tagliaferro Bryan Olson 
EPA On Scene Coordinator EPA Project Coordinator 
c/o Weston Environmental Engineering U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
I Lyman Street EPA New England 
Pittsfield, MA 01201 One Congress Street, Suite 1100 

Boston, MA 02 1 14-2023 

Re: GE Pittsfield/Housatonic Site 
DNAPL Investigation: East Street Area 2-South Portion of 
Plant Site 1 Groundwater Management Area (GMA) (GECD310) 

Dear Mr. Tagliaferro & Mr. Olson: 

Based on discussions with personnel from the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), GE is submitting this proposal to hrther evaluate the potential presence of dense non- 
aqueous phase liquid (DNAPL) in the East Street Area 2-South portion of the Plant Site I GMA. 
Specifically, three borings are proposed to be advanced along the top of the bank of the 
Housateaic River near the 64X oib'water separator. 

As you are aware, coal-tar-related DNAPL is present in several existing monitoring wells along 
the riverbank in this general area and was observed in river sediment during the Removal Action 
for the Upper %-Mile Reach of the Housatonic River. As part of that Removal Action, 
sediments containing coal-tar-related constituents were excavated from portions of remediation 
areas in the river known as Cell C and Cell D. Furthermore, a 6-inch diameter recovery well was 
installed within the remediation area to collect any residual DNAPL that may be present 
following sediment excavation and restoration. 

To further evaluate the potential presence of DNAPL on the banks, GE proposes to install three 
borings on the landward side (i.e, north) of the existing source-control containment barrier, as 
shown on the attached figure. This barrier, which is approximately 450 feet in length and 
composed of steel-sheet pile with sealed joints, was installed to supplement ongoing NAPL 
control measures along the riverbank in this area. The borings will be located approximately 20 
feet north of the source-control containment barrier and will be aligned parallel to the barrier 
with a spacing of approximately 15 feet. The borings will be advanced utilizing a "direct-push" 
methodology and continuous soil samples will be collected and described (e.g. sample depth, soil 
type, potential presence of NAPL). The soil samples will be screened with a photo-ionization 
detector, and a soil-shake test will be performed on any samples, which are observed to contain 
NAPL, NAPL staining, or sheens. 
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Depending upon the surface elevation at the proposed locations and the subsurface stratigraphy 
encountered, it is anticipated that the borings will be drilled to a depth of approximately 25-30 
feet. The borings will be advanced to the top of the potential silt confining layer which may 
exist in this area or to a maximum depth corresponding to an elevation of 955 feet above mean 
sea level (in the event that the silt layer is not encountered). 

GE anticipates that these borings will be initiated within 2 weeks of EPA approval of this 
proposal and that the results will be submitted 2 weeks following their completion. Along with 
the investigation results, GE will also submit an evaluation of the potential need for further 
DNAPL recovery efforts in this area. 

If you have any questions on this matter, please feel free to contact William Horne or me in the 
GE Pittsfield office. 

Very truly yours, 

Andrew T. Silfer, P.E. 
GE Project Coordinator 
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