
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 2
 

290 BROADWAY
 
NEW YORK, NY 10007-1866
 

JUN 1 6 2010 

Mr. Joseph J. Schwartz, Jr. 
87 CES/CEAN, 5317 Snyder Lane 
Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, 
Lakehurst, NJ 08640-5501 

Dear Mr. Schwartz: 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the Environmental Assessment (EA) 
and draft Finding of No Significant Impacts (FONSI) for the proposed hardening of both 
overruns of McGuire Runway 06/24 at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey. The two 
overruns would increase the takeoff runway length and enable aircrafts to take-off with greater 
maximum gross weight. The project includes construction of two turnaround areas, shoulders, 
and jet-blast pads, the relocation of airfield infrastructure and a portion of Texas Avenue. Based 
on the information provided, EPA does not have any objections at this time. 

EPA would like to use this opportunity to encourage your agency and the contractors of this 
project to implement green practices and techniques during the design and operation of the 
project. For example, air emissions during construction will include particulate matter (PM2.5 
and PM10). To reduce the potential health and environmental impacts of these pollutants in the 
project area and to improve the conditions for the workers, the installation of diesel particulate 
filters (DPF) on construction equipment should be considered. DPFs can reduce diesel 
particulate emissions by 90 percent for stationary and non-stationary diesel equipment. To learn 
more about this technology and its application, you may reference DPFs at 
http://www.epa.gov/oms/retrofit/nonroad-Iist.htm or contact us directly. 

To meet electrical needs during construction and operation of the project, EPA recommends 
obtaining electricity from alternative and/or renewable sources. The Department of Energy 
offers the newly developed Renewable Energy Incentive Program. The program provides 
incentives and support services needed for participants to build renewable energy projects using 
solar, wind and biopower technologies. In addition, the Department of Energy's "Green Power 
Network" (GPN) provides information and markets that can be used to supply alternative 
generated electricity. The following link identifies several suppliers of renewable energy in New 
Jersey: http://apps3.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/buying/buying power.shtml?state= 1. 

Finally, given that human activities (e.g., burning fossil fuels, deforestation, urbanization) have 
changed the composition of the atmosphere and therefore are very likely intluencing the em1h's 
climate, the U.S. Government has established a climate policy. One element of this policy is to 
slow the growth of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. As such, evaluate the project's 
contribution to GHG emissions during construction and operation and endeavor to avoid, 
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minimize and mitigate those emissions. Even as emissions are being reduced, climate change 
will continue to occur and therefore the effects of climate change on your project should also be 
considered so that adaptations can be made as appropriate. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this document. Enclosed are some additional Greening 
Recommendations that may be applicable to this project. Should you have any questions 
conceming our comments, please contact Charles Harewood, of my staff, at (212) 637-3753. 

Sincerely yours, 

,~~ 
Grace Musumeci, Chief 
Environmental Review Section 

Enclosure 

cc: Richard P. Sample, YC-02, DAFC 
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u.s. EPA Region 2
 
Green Recommendations l
 

Recommendations: 

To th maximum ext ot possible, proj cts are encouraged to use local and/or recycled materials; to recycle 
materials gener ted onsite; and to utilize low emissions tcelmology and fuels. Further, they sh uld use, to 
the extent feasible, ren wable energy (including, but not limited to solar, wind, ge therm I, biogas, and 
biomass) and energy efficient technology in the design, construction, and operation of transportal ion, 
building, and infrastructure projects. 

• EN RGY STAR!MuJti-media green building and land design practices 
Require green building practices which have multi-media benefits, including energy efficiency, water 
conservation, and healthy indoor air quality. Apply bnilding rating systems and tools, such as Energy 
Star, Energy Star Indo r Air Package, and Water Sense for stimulus funded building construction. 
Third party high-bar, multimedia standards should be required for building construction and I nd design 
(LE D and Sustainable Sites Initiative, Collaborative for High Performance Schools (el-IPS), or I cal 
equivalent). 
hl.lp://www.usgbc.orgJDi. playPage.a px?C ( PagclD=64 
http://www.enenzystar.goY/index.cfin?e=husiness.bus bIdg 
http://www.energystar.gov/iudex.cfm?c=bldrs lender raters.nll lap 

• Encourage water conservation in building construction 
Promote the usc f water-efficient products to be used in new building c nstruction through the use of 
WaterSense-labcled products and the use of contractor certified through a WaterSense-labeled 
program. http://www.epa.gov/watersenselwater/fed-ag ncy.htrn 

• Encourage Low Impact Development to help manage storm water 
Low Impact Development (LID) is an approach to land development (or re-development) that works 
with nature to manage storm wat r as close to its source as possible. LID employs principles such as 
preserving and r reating natural landscape features, minimizing effective imperviousness to create 
functional and appealing site drainage that treat storm water as a resource rather than a waste product. 
http://www.epa.gov/nps/lidl 

• Alternative and Renewable Energy 
The Department of Energy's "Green Power Network" (GPN) provides information and markets that can 
be u. ed to supply alternative generated electricity. The following link identifies several suppliers of 
renewable energy. http://apps3.eere.energy.go /l!.fccnpower/buvinglbuying po\: er.shtml? tate= J 

I "Green" here means environmentally sound practices in general and is not equivalent to the specific "green 
infrastructure" requirements in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). Please note that this list is not 
meant to be all inclusive. 



•	 Ensure clean dies I practices 
Implement diesel coutr Is, cleaner fuel, and cleaner construction practices for all on- and off-road 
equipment used for transportation, soil movement, or other construction activities, including: 
I) Strategi and technologies that reduce unnecessary idling, including auxiliary power units, the use 
of electric equipment, and strict enforcement of idling limits; 
2) Use of ultra low sulfm diesel fuel in nomoad applications ahead of the mandat ; and 
3) Use of the cleanest engines cither through add-on control technologies like diesel oxidation catalysts 
and particulate filt rs, repowers, or n wcr, cleaner equipment 
Encourag entities to consider adopting contract specifications requiring advanced pollution controls 
and clean fuels. A model spec is online at (applies to both on and non-road engines): 
http://www.northeastd iesel.org/pdflNEDC-Construction- 'ontracl-Spec.pdf 
Additional Information: http://www.epa.gov/diesellconstruction/contract-Iang.htm 
How to guide: htl :lIwww.ma .i!ov/de lair/diesellconretro. df 

•	 Promote the use of recycled materials in highway and construction projects 
Many industrial and construction byproducts are available for use in road or infrastructure construction. 
Use of these materials can save money and reduce environmental impact. The Recycled Materials 
Resource Center has de eloped us r guidelines for many recycled materials and compiled existing 
national pecifications. hit ://www.rccclt:dmaterials.ortoois/uuidelineslindex.as 
hit :I/www.recvclt:dmaterials.optoolsluidelines/standards.as 
hit :I/www.ea.gov/osw/conservelrrr/imr/indcx.htm 

•	 Encourage safe reuse and recycling of construction wa tes 
Promote reuse and recycling at the 50% (by weioht) levd D r building, road, and bridge project 
constrtlction and demolition debris wastes. The Federal Green Construction Guide/or SpeCifiers 
includes a construction waste management speciti ation. 
htt :llw\','w.wbd .oro' dcsi{!n!greens ec illS!. h ?s=O 17419 

•	 Encourage sustainable storm water management at building sites 
Implement site planning. design, c nstruction, and maintenance strategies to maintain or restore, to the 
maximum extent technically feasible, the prede elopment hydrology of the building site with regard to 
the t mperatur ,rate, olum, and duration of flow. 
hltp:llcfpub.epa.g Inpdes/home.cfm?program id=298 
Consider designs for storm water management on compacted, contaminated soils in dense urban areas: 
htl :/Iww\ .e a.go /brownficldsl ublicationslswd 0408. dr. 

•	 Encourage cost-efficient, environmentally friendly landscaping 
EPA's Gr enScapes pr gram provide. cost-efticient and envir nrnentally friendly solutions for 
landscaping. Designed to help preserve natural resources and prevent waste and pollution, 
GreenScapes encourages companies, government agencies, other entities, and homeowners to make 
more holistic decisions re arding waste generation and disposal anti the associated impacts on land, 
water, air, and energy use. hltp:l/www.epa.gov/·w/onervelrrr/greenscapindex.htm 

•	 Incorporate onsite energy generation and energy efficient equipment upgrades into projects at 
drinking water and wa ·tewater treatment facilities 
Promote the use of captured biogas in combined heat and power sy terns and/or renewable energy 
(wind, solar, etc.) to generate energy for use onsite as well as upgrades to more energy efficient 
equipment (pumps, motors, etc.) 
htl :I/www. a.uov/waterinfra tructurelbetlennana ement ner .html 
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•	 Encourage land development in brownfield and infill sites 
Cleaning up and reinvesting in th se properties takes development pressures ff of undeveloped, open 
land, and both improves and protects the environment. Th e sites are often "infrastructure-ready," 
eliminating the need to build n w roads and utility lines which are n cessary in undeveloped land. 
http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/ 

•	 Use the Integrated Design process on !:milding developments 
Current procurement practices tend to separate out development into distinct stages that discourage 
communication across the project lifecycle. The Integrated Design process calls for the active and 
continuing engagement of all stakeholders throughout the building design, developm nt, and 
construction phases including the owners, architects engineers, building departm nt officials, and other 
professionals. This process can help create a higher performing building at lower co ts, allows for 
various buildin systems to work together, eliminates redundancy from overdesign and unnecessary 
capacity, and minimizes change orders during the construction phase. We encourage revising 
procurement practices so that it can use th Integrated Design process. 
hit :/Iwww.wbd .or J desib!:n/enoage rocess. h 

•	 Encourage use of Smart Growth and transit oriented development principles 
Smart Growth and transit oriented d veJopment (TOO) principles help preserve natural lands and 
critical environmental areas, and protect water and air quality by enc uraging developments that are 
walkable and located near public transit. 
http://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth 

•	 Ensure environmentally preferable purchasing 
Promote markets for enviromnentally preferable products by referencing ~ PA 's multi-attribute 
Environmentally Preferabl Purchasing guidance. htl :llw\ \ .c a.gov/e 

•	 Purchase 'green' electronics, and measure their benefits 
Require the purchase of desktop comput rs, monitors, and laptops that are registered as Silver or Gold 
products with EPEAT, the Electronics Product Environmental Assessm nt Tool (www.cpeaLnel). 
Products registered with EPEAT use less energy, are casi r to recycl , and can be more easily upgraded 
than non-registered products. En rgy savings, CO2 emission reductions, and other environmental 
benefits achieved by the purchase, use and recycling of EPEAT-registered products can be quantifi d 
using the Electroni s Environmental Benefits Calculator (hllp://eerc.ra.utk.edu/ccpcl/eebc/ecbc.hlml). 

•	 Incorporate greener practices into remediation of contaminated sites 
Encourage or incentivize the use of greener remediation practices, including designing treatment 
systems with optimum energy efficien ; use of passive cnergy technologies such as bioremediation 
and phytoremedialion; use of renewable energy to meet power demands of energy-intensive treatment 
systems or auxiliary equipment; usc of cleaner fuels, machinery, nd hides; use of native plant 
species; and minimizing waste and water use. http://cluin.orglgreenrcmcdialion/inde .cfm 
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