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MAR 15 2011

Gayle McKee

Senior Planner

C&S Engineers, Inc.

90 Broadway

Buffalo, New York 14203

Re: Draft Final Environmental Assessment for Runway 21 Safety Area Improvements and
Obstruction Removal, Columbia County Airport, Ghent, New York

Dear Ms. McKee:

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the draft Environmental Assessment
(EA) for the Runway 21 Safety Area Improvements and Obstruction Removal, Columbia County
Airport, Ghent, New York. The EA evaluates the potential environmental impacts associated
with removing obstructions or obstacles that penetrate Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part
77 surfaces for Runway 21 at the Columbia County Airport. This documentation was submitted
by C&S Engineers, Inc. on behalf of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and New York
State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT). EPA concurs that Alternative 3 (the preferred
alternative) will produce the least environmental impacts and meet the purpose and need of the
project.

However, given that human activities (e.g., burning fossil fuels, deforestation, urbanization) have
changed the composition of the atmosphere and therefore are very likely influencing the earth’s
climate, the U.S. Government has established a climate policy. To offset the loss of carbon sink
EPA suggests that the applicant re-plant native trees elsewhere to mitigate for the removal of 6.3
acres of existing trees. Also, evaluate the project’s contribution to greenhouse gas emissions
during construction and operation and endeavor to avoid, minimize and mitigate those emissions.

EPA would also like to use this opportunity to encourage you to implement green practices and
techniques during design and operation. For example, air emissions during construction will
include particulate matter (PM, s and PM,). To reduce the potential health and environmental
impacts of these pollutants in the project area and to improve the conditions for the workers, the
installation of diesel particulate filters (DPF) on construction equipment should be considered.
DPFs can reduce diesel particulate emissions by 90 percent for stationary and non-stationary
diesel equipment. To learn more about this technology and its application, you may reference
DPFs at http://www.epa.gov/cleandiesel/technologies/retrofits.htm or contact us directly,
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Thank you for the opportunity to review this document. Enclosed are some additional Greening
Recommendations that may be applicable to this project. Should you have any questions
concerning our comments, please contact Lingard Knutson, of my staff, at (212) 637-3747.

Sincerely yours,

A&/{L’ %Mru.———rﬁ_.
i/

Grace Musumeci, Chief
Environmental Review Section

Enclosure



U.S. EPA Region 2
Green Recommendations’

Recommendations:

To the maximum extent possible, projects are encouraged to use local and/or recycled materials; to recycle
materials generated onsite; and to utilize low emissions technology and fuels. Further, they should use, to
the extent feasible, renewable energy (including, but not limited to solar, wind, geothermal, biogas, and
biomass) and energy efficient technology in the design, construction, and operation of transportation,
building, and infrastructure projects.

¢ Promote the use of recycled materials in highway and construction projects
Many industrial and construction byproducts are available for use in road or infrastructure construction.
Use of these materials can save money and reduce environmental impact. The Recycled Materials
Resource Center has developed user guidelines for many recycled materials and compiled existing
national specifications. http://www.recycledmaterials.org/tools/uguidelines/index.asp
http://www.recycledmaterials.org/tools/uguidelines/standards.asp

http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/rrr/imr/index.htm

¢ Encourage safe reuse and recycling of construction wastes
Promote reuse and recycling at the 50% (by weight) level for building, road, and bridge project
construction and demolition debris wastes. The Federal Green Construction Guide for Specifiers
includes a construction waste management specification.

http://www.wbdg.org/design/greenspec_msl.php?s=017419

¢ Encourage water conservation in building construction
Promote the use of water-efficient products to be used in new building construction through the use of
WaterSense-labeled products and the use of contractors certified through a WaterSense-labeled

program. http://www.epa.gov/watersense/water/fed-agency.htm

¢ Encourage sustainable storm water management at building sites
Implement site planning, design, construction, and maintenance strategies to maintain or restore, to the
maximum extent technically feasible, the predevelopment hydrology of the building site with regard to
the temperature, rate, volume, and duration of flow.
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/home.cfm?program_id=298
Consider designs for storm water management on compacted, contaminated soils in dense urban areas:
http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/publications/swdp0408.pdf. :

¢ Encourage cost-efficient, environmentally friendly landscaping
EPA's GreenScapes program provides cost-efficient and environmentally friendly solutions for
landscaping. Designed to help preserve natural resources and prevent waste and pollution,
GreenScapes encourages companies, government agencies, other entities, and homeowners to make

! “Green” here means environmentally sound practices in general and is not equivalent to the specific “green
infrastructure” requirements in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). Please note that this list is not
meant to be all inclusive.









