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Historical PerspectiveHistorical Perspective
EPA Voluntary Partnership with 
Healthcare Began in 1998 as H2E.
Enlisted some 1,170 partners 
representing 6,431 healthcare
facilities as members of H2E.
Now H2E is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit
organization that receives some
funding from EPA.



3

ObjectivesObjectives
Background

Issues

Tools and Resources

Data Collection

Communication

Celebrating Successes!
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Why a Commitment to the Why a Commitment to the 
Environment?Environment?

� Safety
� Liability
� Community Relations
� Cost Savings
� Indoor Air Quality
� Environmental Impact
� Regulatory Compliance
� Mission Statement
� Healing Environment
� Commitment to Health
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H2E Welcome Packet
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H2E PartnersH2E Partners
In June 17, 2004, the H2E program 
had 775 partners representing 2,703 
facilities: 846 hospitals, 1,447 clinics, 
101 nursing homes and 309 other 
types of facilities. 
Partner Pledge - work to eliminate 
mercury and reduce waste, and 
prevent pollution.   
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H2E Partners ContinuedH2E Partners Continued
In May 19, 2005, the H2E Program 
had 1,020 partners representing 4,333 
facilities: 1,123 hospitals, 2,080 
clinics, 582 nursing homes and 548 
other types of facilities.
Partner Pledge- work to eliminate 
mercury and reduce waste, and 
prevent pollution.
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H2E Partners ContinuedH2E Partners Continued
In of August 1, 2006, the H2E 
Program had 1,215 partners 
representing 5,649 facilities: 1,381 
hospitals, 2,941 clinics, 531 nursing 
homes and 796 other types of 
facilities.
Partner Pledge- work to eliminate 
mercury and reduce waste, and 
prevent pollution.
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H2E Partners for ChangeH2E Partners for Change
As of March 29, 2007, the H2E 
Program had 1,340 Partners 
representing 11,589 health care 
facilities including 1,604 hospitals, 
3674 clinics, 5,288 nursing homes, 
and 1,023 other types of facilities.
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H2E Champions

•GPOs such as Novation, Premier and Consorta, and AmeriNet

•State Hospital Associations

•Vendors such as Sodexho, Vanguard and Baxter

•State Pollution Prevention Agencies

•State Nurses Associations

•Healthcare Professional Organizations such as ASHE, AHRMM 
and ASHES

In April 2004, H2E had 75 champions and as of May 2005, there 
were 97 champions. H2E Champions promote the H2E program 
and implement waste reduction activities at their own facilities. 
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BENEFITS:  state-level recognition, state-specific 
resources, vendors, technical assistance and 
compliance assistance and can be a forum for 
finding local solutions to issues.

Hospital conferences have been held in Georgia, 
Florida, South Carolina and now Kentucky.

State H2E Programs and 
Conferences
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The H2E Listserv has over 700 participants from the health care The H2E Listserv has over 700 participants from the health care 
sector, technical assistance providers and clinicianssector, technical assistance providers and clinicians

http://www.h2e-online.org/programs/list.htm#HowTo
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Free Monthly TeleconferencesFree Monthly Teleconferences

Check out upcoming calendar at:

http://www.h2e-online.org/events/teleconf/index.cfm
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H2E Making Medicine 
Mercury Free Awards
www.h2e-online.org/ 
awards

MERCURY FREE BY 2003?MERCURY FREE BY 2003?
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Comprehensive Waste ProgramComprehensive Waste Program

<5%10-15%

85%

Hospital Waste(Trash) Regulated Medical Waste Hazardous Waste

Hospital Waste (Trash)

Includes 2%
pathological
waste
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……Design materials and systems that promotes and facilitates wasteDesign materials and systems that promotes and facilitates waste
minimization and segregationminimization and segregation
…… Understand waste issuesUnderstand waste issues
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Waste Segregation Waste Segregation –– Best PracticesBest Practices
Implement an Infrastructure 
Conducive to Waste 
Minimization-

Color coded, strategically 
placed and well labeled 
containers for:

Solid Waste
Infectious Waste
Hazardous Waste
Recycling
Universal Wastes
Others
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10 Steps to Reducing RMW10 Steps to Reducing RMW

http://www.h2e-online.org/ 
pubs/tensteps/Rmw10steps.pdf
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http://www.h2e-online.org/test/grnpurch/prod_cleaners.htm
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Material Choices:
Natural
•Recyclable
•Durable
•Renewable
•Conducive to 
green cleaning
•Low emitting 
materials

Green Buildings



23

Compliance and P2 AssistanceCompliance and P2 Assistance
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Catherine Zimmer, Healthcare Specialist MN Technical Assistance Program  
612/624-4635 or zimme053@umn.edu, 
http://mntap.umn.edu/health/jcaho.pdf

JCAHO Project JCAHO Project 
Compliance Assistance CenterCompliance Assistance Center
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How can your 
facility 
comply with 
HIPAA and 
still recycle 
paper???

http://www.h2e-online.org/tools/waste_hipaa.htm
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H2E Partner Recognition

is given annually to Partner facilities that have met 
their self-identified H2E goals for the previous year. 

Making Medicine Mercury-Free Award is a 
one-time award given to facilities that have met 
the challenge of becoming virtually "mercury free.“

H2E Partners for Change Award

is given annually to facilities that have made 
significant progress toward reducing waste, 
preventing pollution, and eliminating mercury. 

H2E Environmental Leadership Award is the 
premier H2E award given annually to facilities that 
are setting the "industry standard" for 
environmental programs and policies. These 
facilities have active, ongoing waste and mercury-
use elimination programs that will serve as models 
for other hospitals across the country.

John Leigh of Dartmouth-
Hitchcock receiving award 
from Mac Robinson at AHA’s 
Annual Meeting

Recognition and Award Categories
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Celebrating Your AchievementsCelebrating Your Achievements

Contact: Kelly Heekin, 
Media Coordinator
202-234-0091, ext. 11 
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ChangeChange…… requires shift in mindset and requires shift in mindset and 
enlightened leadershipenlightened leadership
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Call for Assistance:Call for Assistance:
Janet Brown, Partner Coordinator
H2E, New York, NY.
Phone: 212/941-2486, 347/393-3809
Priscilla Oliver, Ph.D.
Regional EPA, PSH Coordinator
Atlanta, GA
404/562-8292
Email: Janet.brown@h2e-online.org

oliver.priscilla@epa.gov
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Toll Free Hotline:  Toll Free Hotline:  
800800--727727--41794179

EE--mail:  mail:  h2e@h2eh2e@h2e--online.orgonline.org
www.h2ewww.h2e--online.orgonline.org

Kelly Heekin, Communications 
Kelly.Heekin@H2E-online.org

202-234-9656
Emily Cronenwett, Program Assoc.
Emily.Cronenwett@H2E-online.org

603-643-6710
Eydie Pines, Special Projects Coor.
Eydie.Pines@H2E-online.org

603-643-6710
Jolie Patterson-Rosst, Awards Coordinator
Jolie.Rosst@H2E-online.org

202-234-0091 ext. 10

Laura Brannen, Director
Laura.Brannen@H2E-online.org

603-643-6700
Chen Wen, Director
Chen.Wen@H2E-online.org

202-564-8849 
Janet Brown, Partner Coordinator
Janet.Brown@H2E-online.org

212-941-2486, 
cell 347-393-3809 

Sarah O’Brien, Champion Coor. 
Sarah.obrien@h2e-online.org

(802) 479-0317
Cecilia DeLoach, State Partnership Programs 
Coordinator
Cecilia.DeLoach@H2E-online.org

800-727-4179

H2E Program ContactsH2E Program Contacts


