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EPA Takes Initial Steps in Investigation of Berry’s Creek
Discharges from the Ventron/Velsicol facility and other facilities in the area around 
Berry’s Creek have contaminated Berry’s Creek and surrounding waterways and wet-
lands with mercury and other chemicals.  EPA has completed its development of a plan 
that outlines the investigation work which is necessary to assess contamination within 
Berry’s Creek and surrounding waterways and wetlands.  EPA sent the plan, called the 
Framework Document, Berry’s Creek Study Area, to parties whom EPA has determined 
may be legally responsible for the contamination, along with an offer for the parties to 
conduct the investigations under EPA oversight.  Actual field work is anticipated to begin 
in Spring 2007.

Berry’s Creek is an approximate 6.5 mile-long tributary of the Hackensack River.  Most 
of the creek is tidal.  It originates near Teterboro Airport and then meanders through the 
New Jersey Meadowlands and the Boroughs of Teterboro, Moonachie, Wood Ridge, 
Carlstadt, Rutherford, and East Rutherford, where it discharges into the Hackensack 
River (see map on page 2).   Mercury concentrations in Berry’s Creek are at levels much 
greater than what is considered to be protective of wildlife, and are among the highest 
levels known to exist in freshwater ecosystems in the United States.  

The Berry’s Creek Study will be a comprehensive and thorough assessment of multiple 
contaminants in the water, sediment and biota in the creek, as well as the surrounding 
wetlands and waterways (collectively referred to as the “Study Area”).  Samples will be 
collected and analyzed and the results used to assess risks to human health and wildlife 
posed by contaminants.  A study of potential cleanup alternatives (feasibility study) will 
be performed following completion of field investigations and assessment of risks.

Where to Get Information:

SITE REPOSITORY
Wood-Ridge Memorial Library
231 Hackensack Street
Wood-Ridge, NJ 07075 
201-438-2455

US ENVIRONMENTAL  
PROTECTION AGENCY
   • Doug Tomchuk, Project Manager 
 212-637-3956 
 tomchuk.doug@epa.gov 
   • David Kluesner, 
 Community Involvement Coordinator 
 212-637-3653 
 800-346-5009 
 kluesner.dave@epa.gov 

EPA has information on the Superfund 
process and hazardous waste sites 
in New Jersey on our website at 

www.epa.gov/region02/superfund

Work Will be Performed in Phases:
  
• The initial phase includes development of a list of major contaminants and an evaluation of the extent of contamination within the 
 Berry’s Creek Study Area. Data will be collected which will help answer questions related to how site contaminants move through the  
 Study Area environment and what happens to them.
• Subsequent phases will involve collection of additional data to further refine the delineation of contamination, and identification of 
 any remaining data needs. Ultimately, the results will be used to determine the threats posed to human health and the environment if 
 the site were left unattended, and to conduct a study of potential cleanup alternatives.

Scope of the Work & Issues Being Considered: 

The investigation will include all of Berry’s Creek, including both the natural course of the creek and Berry’s Creek canal, all tributaries 
to Berry’s Creek, and the adjacent wetlands.
  
There are a number of complex issues that have influenced the investigation and assessment of contamination in the Berry’s Creek Study 
Area, and that will be addressed in the development of potential cleanup options.  These include:

• The presence of multiple sources of mercury, including atmospheric deposition; 
• Other contaminants contributing to the overall risk from exposure to contaminated sediment in Berry’s Creek; 
• Other sources of contamination within the watershed, such as the Scientific Chemical Processing and the Universal Oil Products 
 Superfund sites; 
• The potential for redistribution of contaminants during potential, future cleanups; and
• The ease with which mercury can be absorbed by plants and animals in the creek and wetlands.



Performance of the Work:
 
EPA has offered the parties whom EPA has determined may be legally responsible for the contamination (potentially responsible parties) 
an opportunity for them to perform the work, including the collection of samples, analysis of  sample results, assessment of risks posed 
by contaminants, and development of a study evaluating potential cleanup alternatives.  If the potentially responsible parties perform the 
work, EPA will perform the tests involved in predicting contaminant movement and fate, and will oversee the work performed by the 
potentially responsible parties.

The assessment of contamination in the Berry’s Creek Study Area will be coordinated and conducted concurrent with the development 
and selection of cleanup plans for the Ventron/Velsicol plant property.  

Ventron/Velsicol 
Property Cleanup Plans:
Past work in the Berry’s Creek 
area has been performed by the 
New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(NJDEP), EPA and Morton 
International, Inc. (Morton), a 
corporate successor to Ventron 
Corporation.  That work largely 
focused on addressing the 
potential sources of 
contamination at the Ventron /  
Velsicol plant property, 
although an initial assessment 
of  contamination in Berry’s 
Creek was performed.   It was 
found that soils and 
groundwater at the Ventron / 
Velsicol property are 
contaminated with mercury 
from a former chemical 
processing facility on the 
property.  Cleanup of the 
Ventron/Velsicol property will 
be outlined in a proposed 
cleanup plan (Proposed Plan). 
NJDEP anticipates completing 
and releasing the proposed 
cleanup plan to the public for 
review and comment in 
Summer 2006.  

Berry’s Creek Study Area Boundaries


