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Background

•Fern Creek is in the
Floyd’s Fork watershed

•Floyd’s Fork represents 
17 miles of the 100 mile planned Louisville 
Bike/Ped Loop.

•Developers see  growth ($) opportunities  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fern Creek is located 12 miles south of Louisville and was established in the late 1700’s, and 

The very first inhabitants of Fern Creek were Native Americans.  

It was named for the abundance of ferns growing along the banks of a stream. 


Fern Creek in in the Floyds’ Fork watershed – named for John Floyd – the man that mapped Louisville in 1774.
Floyd’s Fork represents 17 miles of the 100 mile planned Louisville Bike/Ped Loop.

2nd bullet

3rd bullet



Background

•A new shopping center is planned for Fern Creek area 

•Locals want help to prevent urban sprawl
and preserve  scenic, wildlife areas

•City of Louisville wanted “Smart Growth”
and they needed a Suburban Retrofit 
Toolbox to address development by right 



Background
• EPA Smart Growth Implementation 

Assistance Award (SGIA) started in 2005

• Louisville Metro received award prior to 
HUD/EPA/DOT Partnership 

• Became one of the 1st

HUD/DOT/EPA Partnership 
projects!!!
(2009)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Provides technical assistance not a funding award

Preserves rural character – but focus on minimizing sprawl and address existing growth problems.

Louisville received the award in 2009.



Fern Creek – Study Area

Study 
Area

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two loops – 1st loop original loop  - growth necessitated a 2nd loop

Urban Retrofit – provides technical assistance 

Development by right



Fern Creek – Study Area
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Presentation Notes
A shopping center has been approved  - notice the large amount of green space

Floyd’s Fork is to the right.





Challenges

•Social Equity

•Fair Housing 

•Overcoming N.I.M.B.Y

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Changing demographics of our country – 

Any development you need to have the people living there have a say in what happens 

Social Equity – races, creed, or economic stratus

Fair Housing Act – cities that want to receive HUD funding have to have a “plan” that furthers fair housing.

NIMBY – great deal of pushback – people of color – lower income



Sustainable Communities                    
Design Workshop

• 3-day Educational Forum
• October 19-21, 2010
• Consisted Of:
▫ Formal presentations 
▫ Group discussions 
 design, transportation, housing, neighborhoods, 

environment, open space, economic development, and 
land use

▫ Open design studios  
 University of Kentucky Design School

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The grant was to help Louisville Metro develop guidelines for RURAL development 
as they already had guidelines for URBAN development.

Award given to Louisville Metro Government to provide suburban retrofit technical assistance to the Fern Creek area  of city

Residents and industry professionals invited to every event

Gather input from industry professionals.




Workshop Step 1:  Accept Change

Accept That Change Will Happen                   
– But Help Decide HOW It Will Change



Workshop Step 2. 
Identify Sustainable CENTER

• Heart of the Community
• Focal Point
• Meeting Place



Workshop Step 3. 
Identify Growth Boundaries and 
Preservation Corridors



Workshop Step 4. 
Use the Tools Available

• Complete Streets 
▫ Eases Congestion
▫ Accommodate all users
 motorists/transit/bicyclists/pedestrians

• Road Diets
• Access Management
• High Connectivity
▫ Means less lanes

• Apply Smart Growth Principles



Lessons Learned:

• What  Each Agency Does 

• What  Programs Each Agency Has

• How We Can Work Together

DOT
HUD

EPA

Presenter
Presentation Notes
No need to stand alone – we can help each other

Augment design process, retrofit process, 

Problem Centered and Solution Focused!!!!
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