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Webinar topic: Tornadoes

Webinar: From Fires to Floods 
and Everything In Between
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Tornadoes

Why this extreme weather event topic 
is important to GSA in Oklahoma and 
other states where tornadoes are 
common (tornado alley).

They have a significant impact on 
people and property, taking lives 
and costing billions in damage.



Are You 

Prepared?

▪Be weather aware

▪Have a weather radio

▪Have a plan in place 

of where to shelter





When a tornado threatens, 
remember these basic guidelines:



Below Ground Storm Shelter



In Ground 



Above Ground “Safe Room”



May 3, 1999 Tornado 
Moore, Oklahoma 





May 20, 2013 Tornado 
Moore, Oklahoma



Before

After

Plaza Towers Elementary School



May 2010 Tornado 
Choctaw, Oklahoma
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May 2013 Tornado
El Reno, Oklahoma

Widest Tornado Ever Recorded
2.6 Miles Wide



Produced the second highest wind speed ever 
recorded (290 mph)



Tornado was on the ground for 40 minutes



▪Traveled 16.2 miles
▪8 fatalities (including 4 storm chasers) 
▪First tornado in U.S. to claim lives of 
professional storm chasers 
▪Most fatalities on or close to Interstate 40



After

Before



El Reno, Oklahoma 
8,873 Sq. Ft Lease

• All Space unusable/untenable
• 90% of furniture, computers, copiers,  and 

electronics was damaged and disposed
• Occupants:

➢ Bureau of Indian Affairs Law Enforcement
➢ Office of Special Trustees for American 

Indians



The Process Begins

▪ Assess the damage
▪ Structural Engineer Evaluates
▪ FOH investigates and determines if tenant  

space is tenable/habitable  
▪ Do we stay or do we go?



▪ GSA determines if premises are completely destroyed (lease 
will terminate immediately) or partially destroyed (GSA  
Leasing Division determines if reduction in 
rent applies)

▪ In this case the tenant space was not tenable/habitable –
the Lease was terminated



▪ GSA Contracting gets involved
▪ GSA Property disposal gets involved
▪ Agency develops SF81 and space requirements and delineated 

area for the new lease
▪ Agency coordinates data/electrical/phone in temp space 
▪ Agency sends Reimbursable Work Authorization (RWA)



▪ FPS/BIA Law Enforcement Secures Space until move out
▪ Contractors specializing in storm clean up will stop by to 

solicit contracts
▪ Agency is instructed not to make arrangements directly with  

lessor for temp space, move of furniture, records, etc….
▪ Lessor locked us out of the building - GSA stepped in and 

made the lessor unlock to GSA



Agency moves to alternate location (Anadarko, OK.)



▪ FOH gives final clearance before lessor begins repairs/build 
back

▪ Lessor makes repairs
▪ Structural Engineer re-evaluates
▪ FOH re-inspects and makes the determination if  

tenable/habitable
▪ Agency returns



▪ FOH evaluations/inspections  continue throughout the 
entire process. 



Bureau of Land Management 
Lease in Moore, Oklahoma

11,488 Sq Ft



▪ Followed similar procedures as El Reno
- Assessing damage, determining whether to stay or go, 

repairs.
▪ Moved agency to Federally-owned building until new lease 

was complete



▪ It was first determined that the tenants could be moved to 
empty workstations while repairs were made
▪ Plastic Visqueen was used to separate the work area and 

protect tenants
▪New Roof was installed



▪Continued to have moisture and mold problems around 
windows, doors, and walls behind the vinyl wallpaper after 
repairs were complete
▪Lease was past the firm term and contained cancellation 
clause
▪Agency ended up moving to Federal Space until new lease was 
in place



Lessons Learned
• Have Occupancy Emergency Plan (OEP) 

and Continuity of Operations (COOP) 
information up-to-date
✓Back up all data in case documents are 
damaged

✓Provide clear instructions as to where workers 
should and should not shelter for safety 
reasons

✓Shelter in place (preferably with TV or Radio 
available)

✓If the public address system is working, provide 
periodic updates 



Lessons Learned
• If building is damaged implement OEP & COOP 

and resume functions at alternate location

• Communicate with lessor to understand 
government’s rights to agency’s space

• Include storm shelters in new requirements

• Consider adding safe rooms to existing 
workspace

• Implement early dismissal

• Implement telework

• Establish a Disaster Preparedness Checklist
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GSA National Disaster Support

All emergency and major disaster declarations are made 
solely at the discretion of the President of the United States. A 
Presidential disaster declaration or an emergency declaration 
triggers financial and physical assistance through the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Federal support is 
provided through fifteen (15) Emergency Support Functions.



GSA National Disaster Support

GSA Leads and Coordinates:
- Emergency Support Function #7 – Logistics Annex
Scope includes coordination of resource sourcing; acquisition; 
delivery of supplies, equipment, and services; resource 
tracking; facility space acquisition; transportation 
coordination; and management and support of information 
technology systems services and other administrative 
services.





ASANTE

GRAZIEMAHALODANKE JE

SA
LA

M
AT

 P
O

ST
R
E
N
G

T
H

TAKK

XIE XIE

FALEMINDERIT

E
F
H

A
R

IS
T
O

F
A

L
E
M

IN
D

E
R

IT

PALDIES

KIITOS

MERCI

SPASIBO

HVALA
D

A
N

K
 UTRUGERE

KAMSA HAMNIDA

N
G

IY
A

B
O

N
G

A

OBRIGADO

G
R

A
T

IA
S
 T

IB
I

TERIMA KASISH

DEKUJI

D
A

N
K

IE
S
H

U
K

R
A

N

T
O

D
A

C
H

O
U

K
R

A
N

E

DO JEH

DEKUJI

SUKRIA


