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AWARD GUIDELINES AND APPLICATION RULES

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is seeking applications for the 11th annual National Award for Smart Growth Achievement. This competition is open to public- and private-sector entities that have used smart growth principles to improve communities environmentally, socially, and economically. Winners will be recognized at a ceremony in Washington, DC, in December 2012.

Communities all over the United States are using the principles of smart growth to protect and enhance the natural environment while strengthening their economies. They are reusing previously developed land; providing more housing and transportation choices; preserving critical natural areas; and developing vibrant places to live, work, shop, and play. When properly implemented, these techniques can protect air, water, and land resources and make communities more attractive to businesses, residents, and visitors.

The National Award for Smart Growth Achievement recognizes communities that have used smart growth principles to preserve and enhance their quality of life and their economies while helping to protect public health and the environment. EPA seeks to recognize urban, suburban, or rural communities that have used approaches that 1) involve a broad variety of stakeholders and 2) are innovative, yet could be replicated elsewhere. 

Eligible candidates are invited to submit applications following the guidelines below. 

	Application Information for 2012



· There is only one application form for all three categories listed below. 
· Programs and Policies
· Equitable Development
· Main Street or Corridor Revitalization
	In addition, the review panel will choose an Overall Excellence winner from those that apply in these three categories.
· Application deadline: April 6, 2012.
· Public-sector winners will receive one complementary registration to the New Partners for Smart Growth Conference in 2013.
· EPA will film short videos of the winning projects, which will be shown at the awards ceremony in 2012 and the New Partners for Smart Growth Conference in 2013 and posted on the EPA smart growth website.
· All entries must be submitted using the attached application form.
· The application can be submitted by either a public-sector or private-sector entity, but all applications must include a public-sector partner. 
Each item is described in further detail. Please read this application thoroughly before preparing your entry.

	Eligibility



An applicant can be either a public-sector or private-sector entity in the United States, but all applications must include a public-sector partner. Public-sector entities include federal agencies and tribal, regional, state, and local governments. They include all levels of elected governments, from city councils to state legislatures, and their constituent parts (such as planning departments and other executive branch divisions), as well as transit agencies, education departments and school districts, economic development commissions, and similar entities. Private-sector applicants are encouraged to submit applications for projects that demonstrate a significant public-private partnership.

Nonprofit organizations and individuals are not eligible for the award on their own. However, if a superior project is developed through a public-nonprofit partnership, EPA will make the award to the public-sector entity while noting the nonprofit organization or individual involved with the project. Applications for public-nonprofit activities must be submitted by the public-sector participant.

All applications must demonstrate that significant activity (e.g., permitting, development, or construction) related to the project, policy, or program occurred between April 6, 2007, and April 6, 2012 (i.e., during the last five years). Projects, policies, and programs may have started before April 6, 2007, but the award will be made only for activities that occurred during the last five years. 

Applicants who submitted projects, policies, and programs in previous years can reapply in 2012, as long as the activities occurred within the past five years. All applicants must use the 2012 application form and include the additional information requested in this form.


	Award Categories



For the 2012 awards, one winner will be selected for each of the four categories listed below. For additional information, applicants can review past winners on the National Award for Smart Growth Achievement web page, www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/awards.htm. 

· Programs and Policies. This category recognizes policy initiatives and programs that support the principles of smart growth. EPA is particularly interested in actions that remove barriers to or provide incentives for smart growth. Examples of possible entries in this category include parking policies; tax incentives; density bonuses; zoning ordinances; streamlined development approval; innovative partnerships, planning processes, or funding mechanisms; policies that promote environmental justice; or codes and policies to encourage greener building practices, climate adaptation, or reinvestment in rural communities. Applicants must submit the text of the policy or regulation with their application. To be eligible, the policy, regulation, or program must have been adopted within the past five years, be currently in effect, and have demonstrated results. 

· Equitable Development. This category recognizes the role of smart growth in meeting the needs of underserved communities and individuals through projects, policies, and/or programs that work to achieve environmental justice while fostering places that are healthy, vibrant, and diverse. Entries might include community revitalization efforts; public investments to increase affordable housing and transportation options or promote regional and neighborhood equity; or projects that support overburdened, underserved, historically underrepresented, and/or sensitive populations (including racial or socioeconomic minorities, the elderly, and/or children). EPA is particularly interested in projects that not only demonstrate meaningful participation by residents and community-serving institutions, but also revitalize the target neighborhood or region.

· Main Street or Corridor Revitalization. This category recognizes projects that have improved Main Streets, commercial corridors, or neighborhood centers in cities, suburbs, or rural communities. Entries might include historic preservation or restoration projects, anchor projects for broader revitalization efforts, new construction projects in an existing center, new transportation opportunities for underserved areas, or neighborhood or town-wide redevelopment. Entries to this category will have proven, on-the-ground benefits and will contribute to broader revitalization in their communities. Entries should highlight and provide data to demonstrate economic improvement results from this work, if available. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Overall Excellence in Smart Growth. The award for Overall Excellence in Smart Growth is the highest award for this program. All applicants to the three categories above are eligible. This award recognizes an outstanding, comprehensive approach to smart growth that demonstrates significant benefits. Reviewers will be especially interested in how a project or policy is truly transformational, improves the surrounding environmental health and economic vitality of a community, makes communities more inclusive and more equitable, makes development practices greener, and could be a model for other communities. 

Unlike in years past, entries can no longer be submitted directly to the Overall Excellence Award category. Please apply to the single category—Programs and Policies, Equitable Development, or Main Street or Corridor Revitalization—that best reflects the project, policy, or program. To assist in the review of entries for Overall Excellence, Question II.6 asks applicants to provide additional information on how the entry meets the criteria for Overall Excellence. However, all applications will be considered for Overall Excellence, regardless of whether additional information is provided in Question II.6.




	Threshold Criteria



To be considered for an award, an application must meet the following threshold criteria: 

· The activity entails substantial involvement from a public-sector entity. 
· The activity embodies, results in, or encourages development that addresses at least one of the ten principles of smart growth: 
· Mix land uses.
· Take advantage of compact building design.
· Create a range of housing opportunities and choices.
· Create walkable neighborhoods.
· Foster distinctive, attractive communities with a strong sense of place.
· Preserve open space, farmland, natural beauty, and critical environmental areas.
· Strengthen and direct development toward existing communities.
· Provide a variety of transportation choices.
· Make development decisions predictable, fair, and cost effective.
· Encourage community and stakeholder participation in development decisions.

Successful applications will likely address several of the smart growth principles rather than just one. Section II of the application will ask for short descriptions of how the project reflects specific principles.
 

	Selection Criteria



In addition to the threshold criteria, the following criteria will be used to select winning entries:

Environmental and Community Impact. How does the project, policy, or program improve environmental quality—for example, by cleaning up contaminated sites, reducing air pollution by providing transportation options, preserving habitat and sensitive environmental areas, minimizing stormwater runoff, or protecting water quality? How does the project, policy, or program improve the community’s quality of life—for example, by protecting or improving public health, creating affordable housing, enhancing infrastructure or emergency services, increasing education or job opportunities, supporting rural economies, or providing retail in underserved areas?

Effectiveness. What are the goals of the project? Is there evidence of “on the ground” success? How well does the activity reflect the principles of smart growth? Is it part of a wider strategy to encourage smart growth? How has the project, policy, or program overcome barriers or tackled a particularly difficult challenge? While the application need not address each of these specific questions, successful applications will highlight results and examples of implementation, not simply process. 

Outreach and Community Involvement. What public outreach and education has occurred as part of the activity? How have citizens and stakeholders been educated about the activity, encouraged to give input, and engaged in making decisions? How did citizen input influence the policy or project? How well does the activity foster collaboration among government entities, community stakeholder groups, non-governmental or nonprofit organizations, or businesses? What methods are used to ensure an equitable process that engages everyone, including disadvantaged members of the community? Applicants should submit as supporting materials relevant products and descriptions of their education, outreach, and community involvement activities.

Innovation. Does the project, policy, or program break new ground? Does it represent a new approach to a common problem? Could this new idea be adopted elsewhere? What were the key components of successful implementation? Successful applications will include new and innovative ideas that could be applied in other jurisdictions, as opposed to ideas that are too location specific or resource intensive to work in a variety of areas. 


	Application Requirements 



Award Category. Applicants must designate the award category under which they are applying. While applicants may not submit the same project, policy, or program under multiple categories, applicants may apply more than once with different projects, policies, or programs. All applicants will be considered for the category of Overall Excellence. 

Application Requirements. Applicants must use this application form and adhere to the word and page limits as noted. Applicants can submit either an electronic application or hard copy application. Please review the specific submission requirements for each type. 

Electronic requirements: 
 
1. One (1)copy: 
· All applicants must submit Sections I and II of the attached application form. 
· Section I asks for general information on you and your entry. A signature must be included. 
· Section II asks you to describe why your entry merits a National Award for Smart Growth Achievement.
· Section III is optional.
· Section III asks for three (3) independent references for your entry.
· Sections 1-3 must be included in one file (either PDF or MS Word)

2. Up to four (4) illustrative images 
· All applicants may also submit up to 4 illustrative images; however, illustrative images are required for any application that includes a built project. These images may include:
· Context map.
· Project images and/or renderings.
· Before and after comparisons (if applicable).
· Site plan (if applicable)

3. OPTIONAL - One (1) copy of: 
· Supporting materials. 

Note: Supporting materials and illustrative images may be submitted as separate files/in separate emails, preferably MS Word, PDF, JPG or TIF.


Hard Copy Requirements:

1. Five (5) hard copies of: 
· All applicants must submit Sections I and II of the attached application form. 
· Section I asks for general information on you and your entry. A signature must be included.
· Section II asks you to describe why your entry merits a National Award for Smart Growth Achievement.
· Section III is optional.
· Section III asks for three (3) independent references for your entry. 
· 
2. Up to four (4) illustrative images 
· All applicants may also submit up to 4 illustrative images; however, illustrative images are required for any application that includes a built project. These images may include:
· Context map.
· Project images and/or renderings.
· Before and after comparisons (if applicable).
· Site plan (if applicable)

3. One (1) CD-ROM with:
· Sections I, II, and III of the application form.
· Printed illustrative images.
· Supporting materials in electronic form.

4. OPTIONAL - One (1) hard copy of: 
· Supporting materials. 


Supporting Materials. In addition to the application form, applications may include supporting materials. These could include photographs, renderings, or drawings; written materials (e.g., an evaluation of the outcomes of the project, policy, or program; project literature; development plans; press releases or articles; or copies of the state, local, or tribal policy); and any other outreach materials or other information that may assist reviewers in making award decisions. 

Applicants that choose to submit hard-copy supporting materials must submit one copy only in a single binder for use at review panel meetings. Individual reviewers will have access to supporting materials in electronic form. Supporting materials must comprise a separate package; they cannot be incorporated within the application form itself. If submitting hard copy, the binder and application should note URLs of relevant websites associated with the project, policy, or program.  If submitting electronically, please note URL’s in the body of the email. 

Reviewers have discretion in reviewing supporting materials, so applicants may wish to limit supporting materials to those that can be reviewed in a reasonable amount of time (e.g., an executive summary instead of the complete plan). 


	Application Deadline and Submittal Information



Applications must be received in hard copy and CD-ROM or electronically by 5:00 PM EST on April 6, 2012. For mailed applications, a postmark by April 6 is not sufficient. Use of courier or overnight delivery services is encouraged to ensure that applications arrive by the deadline. 

Electronic submission instructions: 
If submitting electronically, please send awards application to SmartGrowthAwards@icfi.com. 
· In the body of your e-mail, please include a complete list of all files that you are submitting. 
· Do not send any text in the body of the e-mail that you would like to have considered as part of your application. 
· If you do not receive an email confirmation receipt for your application within 48 hours, please contact Sonya Suter at 703.225.2866. 
· Electronic submissions must be received by 5:00 PM EST on April 6, 2012.
 
Please note that the email size limit is 25 MB. If your package is larger than 25MB, please send your submission in two emails but list all materials that will be sent in your first email.


Hard copy submission instructions:
If mailing in your application, please address your package to: 
Sonya Suter
ICF International
1725 Eye Street NW, Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20006

A postmark by April 6 is not sufficient. Use of courier or overnight delivery services is encouraged to ensure that applications arrive by 5:00 PM EST on April 6, 2012. 


	For Further Information 



If you have questions concerning the National Award for Smart Growth Achievement, please visit www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/awards.htm or contact Sarah Dale (202-564-6998, dale.sarah@epa.gov). 

APPLICATION FORM

Please type or print. If you are submitting multiple entries, please use a separate form for each entry.

	SECTION I



Name of Project: 	
Location				
Organization(s) Responsible: 	
Relevant Website(s): 	
Name and Title of Person Submitting Application: 

Public-Sector Applicant : 
Name and Title of Organization Representative:

______________________________
Signature of Organization Representative

Private-Sector or Nonprofit Co-Applicant (if applicable):
Name and Title of Organization Representative: 

______________________________
Signature of Organization Representative

If this entry is selected for an award, the project name and location and the organization(s) responsible will appear on the award certificate. At least one of the organizations responsible must be a public-sector organization. 

Please check one below. 

I  _ agree/ _ do not agree to let EPA share the information in this application with other parties for the purpose of creating educational and informational materials unrelated to the award. 

Note:  checking “I do not agree” does not give EPA the authority to withhold this information if a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request is made for the application. Only portions of the application marked “Confidential Business Information” can be withheld from a FOIA request.

In accordance with 40 CFR 2.203, applicants may claim all or a portion of the application as confidential business information. EPA will evaluate confidentiality claims in accordance with 40 CFR Part 2. Applicants must clearly mark applications or portions of applications they claim as confidential. If no claim of confidentiality is made, EPA is not required to make the inquiry to the applicant normally required by 40 CFR 2.204(c)(2). 

Which award category are you applying for? (Select only one category.)

________Programs and Policies
________Equitable Development
________Main Street or Corridor Revitalization

Are you submitting supplementary materials? If yes, please describe below:







Contact Information. EPA may seek additional information about some applications. Please provide contact information for a person who is familiar with the application and can respond to questions from EPA and its contractors.
Name: 
Title: 		
Organization:	
Address: 	
Telephone: 	
Fax: 		
E-mail: 

While it will not affect your application, EPA is interested in knowing how you found out about the awards so that we can provide effective outreach. Check as many as apply:
|_| Smart Growth Network
|_| Conference; provide name and/or sponsor: _________ 
|_| Listserv or mailing list; provide name: _________
|_| From a past winner or applicant
|_| EPA website
|_| Other; please describe: __________

	


SECTION II



Please provide information on your award entry as indicated below. For each narrative section, answers will be considered only up to the specified word limit. Text exceeding the specified limit will not be considered by reviewers (e.g., if an applicant writes 1,000 words where the limit is 500, reviewers will read and evaluate only the first 500 words of the response). Ideally, the narrative should be descriptive rather than verbose, and information should not be repeated. 

Threshold Criteria/Overall Description: Provide a narrative description of your application. Explain how the entry fosters smart growth and which of the ten principles outlined in this application packet are exemplified. Describe the role of the public sector in this project. If the entry is a physical project, include project data such as total acreage; type of housing units, retail space, civic uses, etc; overall density; and number of affordable housing units. Limit your response to 500 words or less. 

(Up to 500 words – box will expand as you enter information):
	




Selection Criteria: The following questions explicitly address each of the selection criteria. Answer each question, limiting each response to 500 words or less. 

1) How has your project, policy, or program successfully advanced smart growth principles? Is it part of a broader smart growth strategy in your community? What impact has the project had? If your application is for a policy or regulation, what steps have been taken to ensure successful implementation? Whenever possible, please provide indicators of success or statistics on impacts and provide details about degree of implementation to date. 

(Up to 500 words – box will expand as you enter information):
	





2) How does your entry demonstrate appropriate public education, outreach, community involvement, and/or successful collaboration? 

(Up to 500 words – box will expand as you enter information):
	




3) What particular challenges did you face, and how did the project successfully overcome those barriers? 

(Up to 500 words – box will expand as you enter information):
	




4) Describe the innovative aspects of this project (e.g., financing, regulation, construction, or alliances with non-traditional stakeholders). Could these elements be adopted elsewhere? What were the key components of successful implementation? 
 
(Up to 500 words – box will expand as you enter information):
	




5) Describe the environmental, social, and health benefits of this project (e.g., encouraging physical activity, reducing air pollution, creating affordable housing, enhancing infrastructure or emergency services, increasing education or job opportunities, or providing retail in underserved areas) and how they were achieved. Again, whenever possible, please provide statistics or other indicators to demonstrate benefits. 

(Up to 500 words – box will expand as you enter information):
	




6) Do you wish to submit additional information on how your application also meets the criteria for the Overall Excellence in Smart Growth award? 
[bookmark: Check2]|_|	Yes 
[bookmark: Check3]|_|	No 

If yes, please provide a summary narrative that describes your project’s outstanding elements and how your project meets many, if not all, of the smart growth principles. Applicants for Overall Excellence are more likely to be successful if they demonstrate how a project or policy is truly transformational, how it improves the surrounding environmental health and economic vitality of a community, how it makes communities more inclusive and more equitable, how it makes development practices greener, and how it could be a model for other communities.

Please make the strongest case for your application to receive the Overall Excellence award, but try to include additional information not addressed in the questions above rather than restating the same information.

(Up to 500 words – box will expand as you enter information):
	





Illustrative Images: Please provide a maximum of four (4) one-sided pages or two (2) double-sided pages of illustrative images to highlight the physical components of your application. All pages must be 8 ½” x 11”. Illustrative images are required for any application that includes a built project and must include: 
· Site plan.
· Context map.
· Project photos, images, and/or renderings.

Please include a bulleted list below of the illustrative images you are submitting. The box will expand as you enter information:
	





	SECTION III



Although it is not required, you may provide up to three independent references for your entry. The selection panel may contact these references for further information about your project, policy, or program. Include a name, address, telephone number, fax number, and e-mail address for each reference. In the section marked “Relevance to application,” please note briefly the reference’s relationship to and knowledge of your entry. Potential references could be local stakeholders, partners from the private or nonprofit sector, funders, elected officials, or other persons with substantial knowledge of the entry.

Reference #1
Name: 		
Title: 		
Organization: 	
Address 1: 	
Address 2: 	
Telephone: 	
Fax: 		
E-mail: 	

	Relevance to application: 





Reference #2
Name: 		
Title: 		
Organization: 	
Address 1: 	
Address 2: 	
Telephone: 	
Fax: 		
E-mail: 	

	Relevance to application:




Reference #3
Name: 		
Title: 		
Organization: 	
Address 1: 	
Address 2: 	
Telephone: 	
Fax: 		
E-mail: 	

	Relevance to application:
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