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Measuring sustainaniity

ECOnemIc theory slggests: that:
A realhwealths = A future welfare

Declines ik inclusive wealthr (produced,
Rattral; Auman) therefere signal
URsustamanility



Ghana — decomposition of
genuine saving (2000)
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Strong| vs. weak: sustainanility

WWeaks sustaianility assumes that

Preduced assets can Be sulhstituted for
natural assets

Streng sustainanpility, suggests that some
cliticall natural capital must e presenved —
there 1s ner or minimal sulestituitaniity

— lmplications for researchragenda



Priorities for research / measurement

MISSING| O Sparse: Infermnation 6N econenic
Vallies
x Biodiversity.

s Externall benefits e.g. forests, coral,
Mangroves

x Envirenmental services e.g. regulation of
water fiow, pellination

s SOIl degradation



Priorities for research / measurement
— Streng sustainability

Defining “salfe minimuni levels: of
conservation of nature

Non-lineanties: WHRere?When? e.q.
collapse: of the: Canadian cod fiSheny,



Links to poelicy / decision-making

Payments; fer envirenmental Services (e.d.
Costa Rica Ecomarkets) — actually: tapping
Willingness; te: pay. reduces infermation
requirements

Community censervancies (e.g. Naminia)
— Cheating| Property’ ngnts changes
INCENTIVES

Eer strong sustainability / nen-linearties,
guantitative restrictions may: e the: best
Instrument
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