June 14, 1993

M. Charles W Witnore
Principal, Wiitnore Associ ates
7315 Frontage Road

Suite 123

Shawnee M ssion, Kansas 66204

Dear M. Wit nore:

This is in response to your April 29, 1993 letter in which
you point out that sonme Environnental Protection Agency (EPA)
docunents have incorrectly used the term"total suspended
particul ates"” (TSP) interchangeably with "particul ate em ssi ons"
and "particulate matter em ssions”" (PM. As noted in your
letter, TSP is a nmeasure of the particul ate content of anbient
air, is not regulated by any of the new source perfornmance
standards (NSPS), and is not a regulated air pollutant as defined
in 40 CFR 70.2. On the other hand, PM (which is regul ated by
NSPS) conmes within the definition of regulated air pollutant. W
agree that the termnology related to this definition should be
clarified as guidance and ot her docunents are updated and
revi sed.

Your letter contains two incorrect assunptions about EPA
policy. First, there is the assunption that program
applicability determ nations (presumably for nmjor source
thresholds) will be invariably based on particul ate em ssions.
This is not always the case. For exanple, the major source
threshold is based on em ssions of PM10 (particles with an
aerodynam ¢ di aneter |ess than or equal to a nom nal 10
m cronmeters) in PM 10 nonattai nnent areas classified as
"serious."

Second, EPA policy does not require that fees which States
charge sources be based on actual em ssions of PM10. States
have consi derabl e discretion in designing their fee collection
schedul es, including the discretion to collect fees for any set
of pollutants they wi sh, provided the resulting aggregate fees
are sufficient to fund the permts program



| appreciate the opportunity to be of service and trust that
this information will be helpful to you. |If you have any
questions, please contact Kirt Cox or Candace Carraway of ny
staff at (919) 541-5399 and (919) 541-3189, respectively.

Si ncerely,

John S. Seitz /s/
Di rect or
Ofice of Alr Quality Pl anning
and St andar ds

cc: W Spratlin, EPA Region I



