
1

Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Resource Conservation and Recovery (ORCR)

formerly known as Office of Solid Waste (OSW)

Disclaimer: EPA provides this training as an assistance tool for the convenience of the regulated community. It is not a 
regulation, nor can it be considered a substitute for the regulations themselves, or for related laws and applicable court 
decisions. EPA does not intend this training material to be cited as legal precedent before a court or before EPA.

Academic Labs Rule
Container Label 

Examples
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Container Labeling Under the
Academic Labs Rule (Subpart K)

is Different from the SAA Labeling

Subpart K allows flexibility in where and when 
the HW determination is made

Because the HW determination is not made at 
the exact time as the point of generation, the 
container labeling must provide sufficient 
information to allow a HW determination to be 
made at a later time
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Container Labeling

Containers of HW must be labeled 
with the words

“Hazardous Waste” OR

“Other words that identify 
the contents of the container”

Containers of Unwanted Materials 
must be labeled with:

The words “Unwanted Materials” or 
another equally effective term used 
consistently and
Information to alert emergency 
responders to the contents of the 
container (e.g., name of chemical) 
and
Information sufficient to make a 
hazardous waste determination 
and
Accumulation start date

Satellite Accumulation Area Subpart K

“Affixed or 
Attached 
To” Label

“Associated 
with” Label

May be 
“affixed or 
attached” if 
preferred
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Terminology
What does “Affixed or Attached to” label mean?

Label must be physically connected to, and not be separated 
from, the container
Examples:

Sticker on the bottle of unwanted material
Label attached to bottle with wire or tape (reminder-securely 
attached)

What does “Associated With” label mean?
Labeling system that allows you to track information back to a 
specific container such as:

Spreadsheet
Log Book
Barcoding

“Associated with” labels do not have to be physically with the 
containers
Information can be stored electronically
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Examples of “Affixed or Attached to” Labels



Example of “Associated With” Label

6

Container # 103:     Contents of Container 

spent chloroform, 

spent carbon    

tetrachloride

“Affixed or Attached to” Label
that corresponds with the 

“Associated with” label to the right
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Container Labeling for Subpart K
Often, you can take the label in use in your 
SAA area and modify it slightly to work for 
Subpart K labeling

The following slides include example labels that 
colleges and universities are currently using

Examples demonstrate the flexibility of the 
two types of labeling: 

1. label “affixed or attached to” the container
2. label “associated with” the container

Examples are illustrative only and are not 
meant to be exhaustive 
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Solvent Container Labels Under Subpart K
The following slides show 3 container label 
examples for unwanted materials that are non-
halogenated solvents that would be listed 
hazardous waste when the hazardous waste 
determination is made

Container labels for unwanted materials that are 
halogenated solvents can be done in a very 
similar way

Key to making a HW determination and 
assigning proper HW codes - need to know 
whether solvent has been spent or not
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Label Example for Unwanted Materials

Accumulation 
Start Date

Information to 
make a HW 

Determination
and

Information to 
alert 

Emergency 
Responders to 
the contents of 
the container

Information 
to alert 

Emergency 
Responders 

to the 
contents of 

the container

Information 
to alert 

Emergency 
Responders 

to the 
contents of 

the container

LAB

S
P
E
N
T

The words Unwanted Materials 
or equally effective term used 

consistently and written in 
Part I of the LMP (e.g. Lab 

Waste)

“Affixed or Attached to” Label

Thanks to Connecticut University for use of their example label.



10

“Associated with” Label
(Log Book)

“Affixed or Attached to” Label

Spent Methyl Ethyl Ketone (MEK)
Spent Xylene
Spent Ethyl Benzene

Thanks to University of Washington for use of their label.

Lab Waste

Label Example for Unwanted Materials
The words Unwanted Materials 
or equally effective term used 

consistently and written in 
Part I of the LMP (e.g. Lab 

Waste)

Accumulation 
Start Date

Information 
to alert 

Emergency 
Responders 

to the 
contents of 

the container

Container 
Number

Accumulation 
Start Date

12/15/09567Container Number 567

Information to 
alert Emergency 
Responders to 
the contents of 
the container

And

Information to 
make a HW 

Determination
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Label Example for Unwanted Materials

11/25/09
Non-Halogenated Solvents

Lab Waste

“Affixed or Attached to” Label

Accumulation 
Start Date

The words Unwanted Materials 
or equally effective term used 

consistently and written in 
Part I of the LMP (e.g. Lab 

Waste)

Information 
to alert 

Emergency 
Responders 

to the 
contents of 

the container

Enough 
information for a 

trained 
professional to 

make a hazardous 
waste 

determination

“Associated With” Label (Barcode)
The barcode must contain enough 
information to make a hazardous 
waste determination which could 
be Spent Methyl Ethyl Ketone (MEK), 
Spent Xylene, Spent Ethyl Benzene

Thanks to the  Bradley Corporation for use of their label
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Subpart K Container Label Examples Continued

The following slides show two container 
label examples for unwanted materials 
that would be determined to be:
1. Characteristic hazardous waste
2. Non-hazardous waste (which are also 

unwanted materials while in the laboratory)
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Label Example for Unwanted Materials

LAB

Isopropanol (70%)

STARTED

10   20    09

Accumulation 
Start Date

The words Unwanted Materials 
or equally effective term used 

consistently and written in 
Part I of the LMP (e.g. Lab 

Waste)

Information 
to alert 

Emergency 
Responders 

to the 
contents of 

the container

Thanks to Clark University for use of their label.

“Affixed or Attached to” Label
Information to 

alert Emergency 
Responders to 
the contents of 
the container

And

Information to 
make a HW 

Determination
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Label Example for Unwanted Materials

Lab Unwanted 
Materials

Ethidium Bromide

CONTAINER STARTED

09      13     09 Accumulation 
Start Date

The words Unwanted Materials 
or equally effective term used 

consistently and written in 
Part I of the LMP (e.g. Lab 

Waste)

Information 
to alert 

Emergency 
Responders 

to the 
contents of 

the container

Thanks to Harvard University for use of their label.

Information to 
alert Emergency 
Responders to 
the contents of 
the container

And

Information to 
make a HW 

Determination
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Example Labels from Clean-out
Containers of unwanted materials from a once-per-12 
month laboratory clean-out are labeled

According to the same labeling requirements as all other 
containers of unwanted materials in the laboratory

This way there is one labeling system in the laboratory

You may want to add information to the label to identify 
containers from a laboratory clean-out, especially if you 
plan to move them to a central accumulation area

A label distinguishing laboratory clean-out containers will 
assist you in knowing what you need to count toward 
generator status

The following two examples are for unused unwanted 
materials from a laboratory clean-out
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Label Example for Unwanted Materials

Unwanted Materials Label

The words Unwanted Materials 
or equally effective term used 

consistently and written in 
Part I of the LMP (e.g. Lab 

Waste)

“Affixed or Attached to” Label

8/16/09

Thanks to Ursinus College for use of their label.

Accumulation 
Start Date

Unused Ethyl Ether

Information to 
make a HW 

Determination

And

Information to 
alert 

Emergency 
Responders to 
the contents of 
the container

LAB CLEAN-OUT WASTE
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Container 
Number

Accumulation 
Start Date

Information to make HW 
determination

Label Example for Unwanted Materials

× Acetone

Unwanted Materials
Container 123

Information 
to alert 

Emergency 
Responders 

to the 
contents of 

the container

The words 
Unwanted 

Materials or 
equally 

effective 
term used 

consistently 
and written 
in Part I of 
the LMP

Information to 
alert 

Emergency 
Responders to 
the contents of 
the container

Enough 
information for a 

trained 
professional to 

make a hazardous 
waste 

determination

Accumulation 
Start Date

“Affixed or Attached to” Label

123

Thanks to Cornell University for use of their label.

“Associated With” Label
(Log Sheet)

12/10/09
100% Unused 
Acetone from 
Lab Clean-Out
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Helpful Tips
Look at your labels now- you may be able to change the 
words “Hazardous Waste” and use the same labels

When you choose what to call unwanted materials, think 
about how it will help you separate unwanted materials 
from the laboratory (regulated under Subpart K) from 
hazardous waste generated elsewhere on campus 
(regulated under satellite accumulation area and standard 
generator regulations)

You may want to include a check box on your label to 
distinguish between used and unused unwanted materials
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More Helpful Tips
You may want to design additional labels or fields for

working containers
laboratory clean-out waste

If you have a central accumulation area (90 or 180-day area), 
you may want to make a label for your containers of unwanted 
material that can be adapted easily once the containers have 
been transported to the hazardous waste central accumulation 
area

Remember once your container arrives at the central accumulation area 
it must be dated according to the SQG and LQG generator regulations
Remember that within 4 days of arriving in the central accumulation 
area, the words “Hazardous Waste” must be added to a container of 
unwanted material that is a hazardous waste to indicate that the initial 
hazardous waste determination has been made
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