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Environmental Protection Agency

Office of Resource Conservation and Recovery (ORCR)
formerly known as Office of Solid Waste (OSW)

Disclaimer: EPA provides this training as an assistance tool for the convenience of the regulated community. It is not a
regulation, nor can it be considered a substitute for the regulations themselves, or for related laws and applicable court

decisions. EPA does not intend this training material to be cited as legal precedent before a court or before EPA.
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Container Labeling Under the
Academic Labs Rule (Subpart K)
Is Different from the SAA Labeling

Subpart K allows flexibility in where and when
the HW determination Is made

Because the HW determination is not made at
the exact time as the point of generation, the
container labeling must provide sufficient
Information to allow a HW determination to be
made at a later time
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Container Labeling

Satellite Accumulation Area Subpart K
Containers of HW must be labeled Containers of Unwanted Materials
with the words must be labeled with:
“Hazardous Waste” OR 1 The words “Unwanted Materials” or
: “Affixed or another equally effective term used
: Attached i consistently and
: To” Label : .
“Other words that identify Information to alert emergency
the contents of the container” \ responders to the contents of the
container (e.g., name of chemical)
and
e . (= Information sufficient to make a
: “Associated : hazardous waste determination
: with” Label :
:I PR S A R R R AN ] I_: a'n d
e layle Accumulation start date
: “affixedor : \_
: attached” if ;
preferred



Terminology

What does “Affixed or Attached to” label mean?

Label must be physically connected to, and not be separated
from, the container
Examples:

Sticker on the bottle of unwanted material

Label attached to bottle with wire or tape (reminder-securely
attached)

What does “Associated With” label mean?
Labeling system that allows you to track information back to a
specific container such as:
Spreadsheet
Log Book
Barcoding

“Associated with” labels do not have to be physically with the
containers

Information can be stored electronically
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Examples of “Affixed or Attached to” Labels
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Example of “Associated With” Label
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“Affixed or Attached to” Label
that corresponds with the
“Associated with” label to the right 6
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Container Labeling for Subpart K

Often, you can take the label in use in your
SAA area and modify it slightly to work for
Subpart K labeling

The following slides include example labels that
colleges and universities are currently using

Examples demonstrate the flexibility of the
two types of labeling:

label “affixed or attached to” the container
label “associated with” the container

Examples are illustrative only and are not
meant to be exhaustive
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Solvent Container Labels Under Subpart K

The following slides show 3 container label
examples for unwanted materials that are non-
halogenated solvents that would be listed
hazardous waste when the hazardous waste
determination is made

Container labels for unwanted materials that are
halogenated solvents can be done in a very
similar way

Key to making a HW determination and
assigning proper HW codes - need to know
whether solvent has been spent or not
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Label Example for Unwanted Materials

The words Unwanted Materials

“Affixed or Attached to” Label or equally effective term used

consistently and written in

Information Part | of the LMP (e.g. Lab
to alert Waste)
Emergency
Responders
to the
contents of Information to
the container make a HW
Determination
and
Information to
alert
Emergency

Responders to
the contents of
the container

Information
to alert
Emergency
Responders
to the
contents of
the container

Accumulation
Start Date

Thanks to Connecticut University for use of their example label. 9
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Label Example for Unwanted Materials

“Affixed or Attached to” Label
Lab Waste

The words Unwanted Materials
or equally effective term used
consistently and written in
Part | of the LMP (e.g. Lab

University of Washington

-

Waste)

Environmental Health & Safety (206) 616-5835 uow 1157

Chemical Composition and Associated Hazard

Information to
alert Emergency

Spent Methyl Ethyl Ketone (MEK)

Responders to

Spent Xylene

the contents of
the container

Container Number 567

Spent Ethyl Benzene ~m— |

And

Information to
make a HW
Determination

“Associated with” Label

(Log Book)
Container | Accumulation
Number Start Date
567 12/15/09

A

Accumulation
Start Date

_ Corrosive _ Reactive I Other (explanT)

7 Non-Hazardous ¥ Toxic

Y/Ignitable [ OxidizN Information

to alert
Emergency [

Waste Qenerator Labeled By Responders
information to the H
Department Phone contents of | |
Building Room the container

Thanks to University of Washington for use of their label.
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Label Example for Unwanted Materials

The words Unwanted Materials
or equally effective term used
consistently and written in
Part | of the LMP (e.g. Lab

“Affixed or Attached to” Label

Waste)
Accumulation
Start Date Information
to alert
Emergency
ACCUMULATION 11/25/09 Responders

START DATE
CONTENTS Non-Halogenated Solvents

HANDLE WITH CARE!

CONTAINS HAZARDOUS OR TOXIC WASTES

to the
contents of
the container

Thanks to the Bradley Corporation for use of their label

“Associated With” Label (Barcode)

infofnna‘?ognhfor a = The barcode must contain enough
trained information to make a hazardous
m‘;f;fﬁ;gf‘é;% . waste determination which could

waste > be Spent Methyl Ethyl Ketone (MEK),
determination 0 "123456"789005 Spent Xylene, Spent Ethyl Benzene
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Subpart K Container Label Examples Continued

he following slides show two container
label examples for unwanted materials
that would be determined to be:
Characteristic hazardous waste

Non-hazardous waste (which are also
unwanted materials while in the laboratory)
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Label Example for Unwanted Materials

“Affixed or Attached to” Label

The words Unwanted Materials
or equally effective term used
consistently and written in
Part | of the LMP (e.g. Lab

Waste)

Information to
alert Emergency
Responders to
the contents of

LAB HAZARDOUS WASTE

the container Contents: (No Formulas or Abbreviations)

And

Isopropanol (70%)

Information to
make a HW
Determination

HAZARDS (G TR RR AT ST REscwees
MIGNITABLE CITOXIC [JCORROSIVE [IREACTIVE

[JOXIDIZER OTHER:
DATE CONTAINER STARTED

10] 20 109. _ BiD
MANAGER:

Information
to alert
Emergency
Responders
to the
contents of
the container

Accumulation
Start Date

Thanks to Clark University for use of their label. 13
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Label Example for Unwanted Materials

REFER TO LABELING Q
INSTRUCTIONS :
OMN F:Equnszlr.' SIDE * C 08076 The words Unwanted Materials
or equally effective term used
: Lab Unwanted consistently and written in
Information to . Part | of the LMP (e.g. Lab
alert Emergency Materials Waste)

Responders to FEDERAL LAW PROHIBITS IMPROPER DISPOSAL

the contents of NTENTS
the container CONTEN
USE FULL CHEMICAL NAME
NO FORMULAS OR ABBREVIATIONS

Alile - Ethidium Bromide o
Information to 2 oy
make a HW Information
Determination 3. Yo to alert
4. o, Emergency
Responders
to the

SEE REVERSE 8
HAZARDS { b contents of

the container

O IGNITABLE/FLAMMABLE [ OXIDIZER
0 CORROSIVE Ef TOXIC/POISON
O OTHER (SPECIFY)

MARK DATE WHEN CONTAINER STARTED

|
parg__ 09, 13, 09 Accumulation

Building Room Mo, Start Date

PUManager

Phona
Thanks to Harvard University for use of their label.
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Example Labels from Clean-out

Containers of unwanted materials from a once-per-12
month laboratory clean-out are labeled

According to the same labeling requirements as all other
containers of unwanted materials in the laboratory

This way there is one labeling system in the laboratory

You may want to add information to the label to identify
containers from a laboratory clean-out, especially if you
plan to move them to a central accumulation area

A label distinguishing laboratory clean-out containers will
assist you in knowing what you need to count toward
generator status

The following two examples are for unused unwanted
materials from a laboratory clean-out

15
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Label Example for Unwanted Materials

The words Unwanted Materials

“ . ” or equally effective term used
Affixed or Attached to” Label Tl e i o

Information to
make a HW
Determination

And

Information to
alert
Emergency
Responders to
the contents of
the container

Part | of the LMP (e.g. Lab

Unwanted Materials Label |

Waste)

DO NOT FILL THE CONTAINER TO THE TOP - LEAVE 2” BETWEEN
THE TOP OF THE WASTE AND THE LID.

ROOME BLDG NAME
NAME OF GENERATOR ;
CONTAINER SIZE Acsig?: ngt'eon
START DATE  8/16/09 —

DATE OF FINAL ACCUMULATION

CHEMICAL(S) NAME

—— Unused Ethyl Ether

LAB CLEAN-OUT WASTE

Thanks to Ursinus College for use of their label.
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Label Example for Unwanted Materials
“ Affixed or Attached to” Label

The words Unwanted Materials
Unwanted .
Materials or _ C_ont_alner 123 SESN ) @ ] ) ”
SqUallYS S /RESS [ARD WITH BALLFOINT FEN AND PEEL AT SLI Associated With” Label
R - (O GO AN Sl B T ey
term Used __; =NV __‘.__ - H _. _ ETY, 201 PALM :! B fT:]||!-‘l.l'_:_ﬂu lN Y (Log Sh eet)
consistentl . 12322EC
and writteny NYDOOOE?’IO'Q&;E? ¢ s Container | Accumulation | Information to make HW
i B ] o =0 "LL‘_:I_Ll'_"l.,‘;,;\.l e Number Start Date determination
the LMP | BLDG &RM. :
NAME TEL.#
: 0)
CHECK TYPE CHEMICAL NAME/Volume or Weight 100% Unused
e e 123 12/10/09 Acetone from
XFlar'an. Solvent CEoS /\ Lab Cj\eaﬂ-out
[1Halogen Solvent 7
!_—I oxidizerm Informlatlton to AcreuuEiRR / \
[]Flamm. Solid aler Start Date
[] Corrosive—Acid Emergency Enough
: [ Corrosive-Alkali Responders to information for a
Information SR A the contents of trained
to alert Clirritant the container professional to
REmergedncy = make a hazardous
eS;pOE OO ARDOUS WASTE - Faderal Law Proh its Improper Disposa waste
o the found contact the neares! police or Public Safety authority or the U.S. EPA determination
contents of — o
the container NYDOOO810986 B 03335
T Thanks to Cornell University for use of their label. 17



SEPA:
Helpful Tips

Look at your labels now- you may be able to change the
words “Hazardous Waste” and use the same labels

When you choose what to call unwanted materials, think
about how it will help you separate unwanted materials
from the laboratory (regulated under Subpart K) from
hazardous waste generated elsewhere on campus
(regulated under satellite accumulation area and standard
generator regulations)

You may want to include a check box on your label to
distinguish between used and unused unwanted materials

18
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More Helpful Tips

You may want to design additional labels or fields for
working containers
laboratory clean-out waste

If you have a central accumulation area (90 or 180-day area),
you may want to make a label for your containers of unwanted
material that can be adapted easily once the containers have
been transported to the hazardous waste central accumulation
area

Remember once your container arrives at the central accumulation area
it must be dated according to the SQG and LQG generator regulations

Remember that within 4 days of arriving in the central accumulation
area, the words “Hazardous Waste” must be added to a container of
unwanted material that is a hazardous waste to indicate that the initial
hazardous waste determination has been made
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