
Presented below are water quality standards that are in effect for Clean 
Water Act purposes. 
  
EPA is posting these standards as a convenience to users and has made 
a reasonable effort to assure their accuracy. Additionally, EPA has made 
a reasonable effort to identify parts of the standards that are not 
approved, disapproved, or are otherwise not in effect for Clean Water 
Act purposes. 
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Clw.prer 1200-4-3 
Genernl Water Quality Criteria 

St ,lement ofNeces&ty Requiring Emergency Rules 

Puxsuant to T.C.A §4--5-208, ;he Water Quality Control Board is promulgatillg emergency I ales coveting 
nutrient criteria In CitY of Cookeville v. Tennessee Water QualitY Control. et 31, the COur1 recently held 
that organic enrichment resuling from e."(cessive nutrients cannot be addressed in a NPDES permit issued 
by the Tennessee Depanment of EnvirolJDlent and Conservation iti· the absence of a water qu. .lity .standards 
rule promulgated by the Wator Quality Contiol Board under the Uoifonn Administrative PI ocedures Act. 
A nonce of proposed. rulemaking fur revised water_quality staudards (WQS) rules.was .iled with the 
Secretary of State on ]~, 31, 2001. Those WQS nues include a narrative criterion fOI nutrients and 
there have been public hearbgs and public comments on those WQS rules. Bnt under T.e A. § 4-5-207, 
these rules, Ollce adopted by the Boarcl, will not be' effective un~ 75 days after they have I een filed with 
the Secretmy of State. 

As a result of the ruling in City of Cookeville, we have made the ftnding that there is an emergenCy 
creating a danger to the pub] ie health, safety, and welillre in that there will not be an adeq illte regulatory 
basis faT the control of nuuients m the waters of the state, absent an emr:rgency rule, t ntil after. such 
permanent rules, which are already in process, are formally promulgated by the W w>r (uality Control 
Board. 'The lack of ouch ba,is would be injuriOUS to the waters Oflh" state held in !he trnSl for the public, 
and the public welfare. . 

By making such finding, the Boal"d does not waive any legal cballenges .as to the correctne is of the recem 
court ruling regarding the Gty of Cookeville case, which tlle Department plans to appeal.1nring the time 
this rule is effective. . 

For copies of the entire le,,1 Jfthe proposed amendments contact: Patrick N. Parker 
40 I Church Street 
20" Floor, L&C To' ver 
Nashville, TN 3724 I 
(615) 532-0131 

A!1 and approved b~ a majority of the Board, quorum bein present ibis . ~ day of 

...... 2J,'-'~""--=t-----., ·W03. 

Chapter 1200-4-3 
General Water Quality Criteria 
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Rule 1200-4-3-.03 (3) is anended by addiltg the following language; 

(k) Nutrients -Thc waters sbaU ltot contain nuttients in concenlrations thal stimulate aquatic plant 
and/or algae gto"th to d,e e"tent tltat aquatic habitat is substantially reduced and 'or the biologil4l 
integrity ftUls to meet regional goals. Additionally, the quali'Y of downstream" a!ers shall not be 
detrimentally aff, cted.. 

Interpretation of this provision may be made using the document Developme It of Regionally­
based Illtetpret.,\;ons of Tennessee's Narrative Nutrient Criterion and/or 01 her scienIifieaUy 
defensible melhcds. 

Authority; T.C.A. S§<I-S-ZOI. et seq .. and 69-3-105. Administrative History: Original rul, certified June 7. 
1974. Amendment filed [Iecember \, 1975: effective DeCClnber 30, 1975, Amendment fi ed November 25. 
1977: etfecUve Decembor 26. 1977. Amendment filed M~rch 30. 1983: effective April 29. 1983, 
Amendment filed Decenlber 19, J986; effective February 2, 19.87. Amcndment filed July 16. 1991: 
effective August 30, 1991. Amendm<mt filed Mil}' 16, 1995: effective July 30, 1995. Amendment filed 
July 13. 1999: effective ('ctober 11. 1999 

Legal Contact andl,)r pany who will approve final copy: 

Contact for disk acquisition; 

Palrick N. Parker 
~(ll Church Streu 
20u, Floor. L&C '~ower 
Nashville. TN 3; 243 
(615) 532-0131 

PnLrick N. Parkel 
401 ChurCh Sue, [ 
20" Floor, L&C fower 
Nashville. TN ). 243 
(615) 532"() 13 1 

sigrm.w2~ectIY rOSFonsiNe for l""}lOsing anclJor drafting these utes: 
Palri.ck N. Parker 
Staff Atlomey 

TIle toll~~11 Vote b)' lit< Watcr Quality ContrOl Bonrd on these emergency rules "-as as "lIows; 

Mr. John McClwkan 
Dr. Raben Taylo] 
Dr. Don Byerly 
Mr. James Haync, 
Ms. Geneil Dillel.ay 
Mr. Frank MeGir Icy 
Mr. Eddie Waym Floyd 

Abstain 
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1 cenify lbat this is ~n accurate and complete eopy of emergency rulcs. lawfully promulgated and adoptcd by the 
Waler Quality Control Board on the 22nd day of 1uly 2003. 

. ...4 -r .4. 
Subsonced and sworn to before me this UleJ?:3- day of v~ ., 2ot'..P--. 

~ ~ ~C,--,--J..! ~ 
NotaIy Public 

My commission expires on th~,~'1't!-day of ~ , 200 4. 
All emergency rules provided tor herein b3ve been ","(amined by lh<: Atlorney General and Re lOner of the State 
of TelUlesscc and arc approve,[ as to legality pursuant to the provisions of tbe Administrativ! Procedures Act, 
Tennessee Code Annotated. Title 4. Olllpter 5. 

'U ... J G-- 3Lwn~~ ~ 
Paul G. sul1mers / 
Anomey General and Reporter 

The emergency rules set out herein were properly filed in tile Departmem of State on \ Ie ___ day of 
_____ . lOO_and wi 11 be from the date of filing for a period of ___ days. Til", ~ emergency rules 
will remain in effect t1trough __ day of . . 200_-

Riley C. Darnell 
Secfdary of State of the State on ~n\1essee 

By: _____________ _ 


