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I, , res ident of Austin, Texas, join Louisiana residents, workers and families in 
their call for a safer alternative to open burning of hazardous wastes at Camp Minden. 

We oppose the plan by the United States Environmental Protection Agency to OPEN B URN 15 
million pounds of abandoned M6 propellants at Camp Minden, Louisiana. By de finition, open burning 
has no emissions controls and will result in the uncontrolled release of toxic emissions and respirable 
particulates to the environment. M6 contains approximately 10 percent dinitroto luene (ONT) which is 
classified as a probable human carcinogen. 

Concerns for the potential human health risk created by open burning/open detonation as well as 
for environmental impacts on the a ir, soil, and water have required the military to identify and develop 
alternatives to open burning/open detonation treatment. Moreover, as the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency's plan provides for the safe handling and transport to an open burning area, these 
wastes could be' similarly moved to an alternative treatment fac ility or system. 

While I support the United States Environmental Protection Agency's initiative to require the 
Uni_ted States Army to clean up and dispose of these improperly stored explosive wastes, we do not 
support open burning as a remedy given the inherent and avoidable risks to human hea lth and t l1c 
environment. 

I look forward to the fu rther stlidy and proper disposal of the M6 propellants by the EPA and the 

military. Thank you for working in the best interests of not on ly the residents of Louis iana and those most 

directly affected by these actions, but aJso the living environment upon which we depend, biolog ically, 

and the People of the United States. 

Thank you for your time and your consideration. 

Austin, Texas Resident and Concerned C itizen 
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