
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

JUL 2 2 2016 

Dear State or Intergovernmental Association Colleague: 

OFFICE OF 
WATER 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is developing an advance notice of proposed 
rulemaking (ANPRM) to establish baseline water quality standards (WQS) under the Clean Water Act 

for waters on Indian reservations that do not have EPA-approved WQS in place. The purpose of this 
letter is to invite you and your association's members to learn more about the ANPRM and to pose 

questions or provide views on any aspects of the action. 

The ANPRM will provide a valuable opportunity for the EPA to engage in further meaningful dialogue 

about potential baseline WQS and to obtain input from the states. Water quality standards define the 
designated uses for water bodies and establish the criteria that must be met to support those uses, serving 

as the foundation for controlling pollution as mandated by the Clean Water Act. By promulgating 
baseline WQS on Indian reservations, the EPA will be better equipped to work with tribal and state 

partners to protect human health and the environment. 

Recognizing the importance of this action to our intergovernmental and state partners, the EPA would 

like to invite you and your association's members to a webinar about the baseline WQS. In the webinar, 
EPA will present an overview of the ANPRM now under development and invite questions, comments, 

and views from participants. 

"Baseline Water Quality Standards for Indian Reservations: Upcoming ANPRM" 

August 8, 4-5 pm (Eastern) 
Call in number: 866-299-3188; code: 503-326-5873# 
http://acms.com/bwgso/ (No pre-registration required) 

Enclosed is an outreach plan that includes a description of the ANPRM, information on how you and 

your association representative(s) can provide feedback, and a schedule of outreach events, including the 
above webinar. 

We are requesting the assistance of the following intergovernmental associations in notifying their 
members about the webinar: the National Governors Association, the National Conference of State 

Legislatures, the Council of State Governments, the Western Governors Association, the Southern 
Governors Association, the Midwestern Governors Association, the Coalition of Northeastern 

Governors, the Environmental Council of the States, the Association of Clean Water Administrators, and 
the Western States Water Council. 
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