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Dear Inierested Party:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Petition for Corrective Action or Dedelegation of
Wisconsin's Authority io Administer the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) Permitting Program and the status of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's
Legal Authority Review (LAR) of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources” (WDNR)
WPDES program.

As vou are aware, the EPA sent a letter to WDNR on July 18, 2011 that identified 75
inconsistencies between the federal program requirements under the Clean Water Act and
Wisconsin's statutory and regulatory authorities. The July 18th letter initiated a process to have
WDNR strengthen the WPDES program by revising the appropriate Wisconsin rules and statutes
10 address the 75 identified 1ssues spanning many topics. The process to resolve these issues is
both technical and legal in nature and requires a detailed review. EPA 1s commitlted to working
through each individual 1ssue to completion.

Your letter expressed the concern that the WIDNR believed that the identified 75 issues were
resolved or close to resolution. Be assured that the EPA continues to focus on the LAR and does
not consider it resolved. EPA has put together a tracking chart to track the State’s progress in
completing corrections for the 75 issues noted in EPA’s letter. The chart 1s posted online at the
following website: https:/www.epa. cov/winpdes-petition-program-withdrawal-wisconsin-0.
EPA intends 1o update the chart as the State completes 1ts work. The EPA website also contains
additional mformation related to the above-mentioned petition.

Again, thank you for vour letter. If vou have any further questions regarding the Wisconsin
NPDES program review, please contact Quintin White, of my staff, at (312) §86-0135.

Sincerely.

i st

Kevin M. Pierard, Chief
NPDES Programs Branch
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Interested parties that sent letters to EPA regarding the LAR and Petition
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Janet Price
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Tom Thoresen
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Robert Wallen
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Frank Fetter
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