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The NJ Private Sector Opportunity

800,000+ 

Small Businesses in NJ, 
2016

1,700,000+

Private Sector Employment 
by workplace in NJ, 2016

Key Industry Clusters

Financial Services

Advanced Manufacturing

Transportation, Logistics & Distribution

Leisure, Hospitality & RetailLife Sciences

Healthcare Technology



How can we capitalize on this 
potential? 



NJ SBDC Sustainable Business Program

NJSBDC’s two-prong program 
for helping small and midsized 

businesses start or expand 
sustainable practices

Sustainable Business Program

Sustainable 
Business 
Registry

Website where businesses 
can apply online and 
become recognized for their 
sustainability efforts

Sustainability 
Consulting

No-cost consulting on site, in 
person or online

Delivered by experts in all 
facets of sustainability, 
pollution prevention, toxics 
mitigation, and disaster 
preparedness

The Idea



NJ Sustainable Business Registry
The Idea

http://registry.njsbdc.com/

Online Registry for NJ Businesses implementing Sustainable Practices 

Copper River Salon & Spa

http://registry.njsbdc.com/user


NJ Sustainable Business Registry

{ Mission
Created to recognize and promote sustainable businesses across 
the state of New Jersey

{About
Launched in Fall of 2014 via a Partnership between the NJ Small 

Business Development Centers, the Environmental Protection 
Agency  and the NJ Department of Environmental Protection. 

Funded by a Region 2 P2 Grant.  

Who can Join
The Registry is open to companies of all types and there is no 
cost to join
{

Background on the Registry



Membership Benefits

NJ Sustainable Business Registry



Application Requirements

Businesses can create a profile 
by reporting the following: 

NJ Sustainable Business Registry

Five Sustainable Practices 

One Measurable Benefit 

Cost Savings from One 
Practice 

1

2

3

Earth Friendly Products

http://registry.njsbdc.com/business-profile/195/163/earth-friendly-products


Eligible Sustainable Actions/Practices

NJ Sustainable Business Registry



Example Measurable Benefits & Cost Savings

NJ Sustainable Business Registry

Gallons of Water

During the brewing process, cold water is used to 
cool boiled, un-fermented beer from 212 F to 70 F. 

This cool water is heated during the process and 
collected in our hot water tank for use in the next 

brew.

Saves 800,000 Gallons/Year
Saves $2,200/Year

Energy Usage

We replaced all of the exterior light fixtures (22 
fixtures) with LED lighting. Our electric bill is much 

lower and the new LED lights better illuminate 
the property at night, which improves safety.

Saves 6,000 Kilowatt Hours/Year
Saves $900/Year

Travel

West-Ward has increased their ability to store 
hazardous waste, therefore fewer pickups are 
needed by our hauler. In 2014, we had a total 
of seven completed shipments and in 2015 we 

reduced this number to four.

Saves 147 Miles/Year
Saves $1,125/Year



Example Profile

NJ Sustainable Business Registry

Java Love
Montclair, NJ

http://registry.njsbdc.com/business-profile/399/396/java-love


Food & Drink

Manufacturing

Retail Establishments 

Professional Services

Participation & Results

60 Member Businesses
18+ Business Sectors Represented



Tips for Success

Keep it Simple 

Add Value 

Build Strategic Partnerships1

2

3



Provide technical assistance and training on all
aspects of business operations   

Twelve regional centers throughout the state

NJSBDC has an established clientele and reputation

Utilize Strategic Partnerships

Registry as a NJSBDC program 

-Benefits-

Differentiates program from regulatory perceptions



Build Strategic Partnerships

Continue to identify and work with diverse business and community 
organizations

Alignment of Organizational Goals

Develop Joint Initiatives

Take Advantage of Networking Opportunities

Grow Local Advocates



Sustainable Jersey

Certification program for 
Municipal Governments in NJ

Municipalities create Green Teams and accumulate 
points for performing specific actions to achieve 
certification

Partnership created a Green Business 
Recognition Action that features the NJ 
Sustainable Business Registry



Businesses on the Registry
Nassau Street – Princeton NJ

Sustainable Princeton



Somerset County Business Partnership

Green Challenge 
Program

NJ Sustainable 
Business Registry



Keep it Simple

! Recognize small business owners are busy and structure 
your program accordingly

• Set attainable requirements
• Offer workshops at convenient times
• Provide individual assistance 
• Create an intuitive website interface
• Share promotional tools



Add Value

Deliver Real Benefits

Awards

Marketing Opportunities

Networking

Continued Education

SBDC Technical Assistance



Biggest Challenges

• Completing profiles
• Using promotional tools

• Renewal Process
• Mobile Responsiveness
• Fresh Design

Business Owner Follow Through1

Website Structure2

Connecting with Consumers3


