


Monitoring organizations can use low-volume PM instruments for PM10 monitoring.  However, PM10 

data collection for NAAQS purposes must be reported in standard temperature and pressure (STP).  
40 CFR Part 50 App J describes the reference method for PM10  but this method was promulgated for 
dichot and high volume methods that have improved over the years.  Since monitoring 
organizations may be able to use the low volume methods for multiple uses (PM10c, PM10-Pb) it is 
suggested that the validation criteria for this method follow the method requirements associated 
with the PM 2.5 which is Appendix L.  Where there are particular requirements directly related to the 
NAAQS evaluation, App J will be used. 

All field and laboratory requirements in the PM10 low volume validation template refer to the PM2.5 method 
either in the regulation (40 CFR Part 50 Appendix L) or the PM2.5 Guidance Document (Method 2.12)2.   
 
In summary, when measuring PM10 using low volume methods, monitoring organization QA project plans 
(QAPPs) and standard operating procedure (SOPs) for field and laboratory operations need to reference and 
follow the PM2.5 40 CFR Part 50 Appendix L requirements and PM2.5 Method 2.12 guidance. 

                                                           
2 Quality Assurance Guidance Document 2.12 Monitoring PM2.5 in Ambient Air Using Designated Reference or Class I 
Equivalent Methods http://www3.epa.gov/ttn/amtic/qapollutant.html  

http://www3.epa.gov/ttn/amtic/qapollutant.html

