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Webinar Reminders

• All participants (except speakers) 
are in listen-only mode

• Questions can be submitted during 
the webinar and will be responded 
to as time permits

– Type a question here

• If you are experiencing technical 
difficulties, please let us know using 
the Questions pane on the right side 
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Webinar Agenda

• Summary of 2017 Natural Gas STAR Accomplishments

• Natural Gas STAR Program Updates:  What’s New in 
2019

• Preview:  Draft Updated Natural Gas STAR Forms

• Upcoming Webinars and Events



2017 Natural Gas STAR 
Partner Accomplishments
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Summary of 2017 Accomplishments

• During calendar year 2018, 53 Partners submitted an 
annual report detailing voluntary efforts in 2017 to 
reduce methane emissions

• These voluntary activities consisted of 45 technologies 
and practices

• Total voluntary methane emissions reductions of 96.8 
Bcf reported

• The following charts present the total voluntary 
methane emissions reductions reported by Partners 
(annual and cumulative)
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Natural Gas STAR Partner-reported Voluntary 
Annual Methane Emissions Reductions 
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Natural Gas STAR Partner-reported Cumulative 
Voluntary Methane Emissions Reductions 
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Natural Gas STAR Partner-Reported Voluntary 
Methane Emissions Reductions by Segment
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Summary Reports

• Each Partner who submits an annual report receives a 
summary report (redesigned last year) 

• Reports highlight the voluntary methane emissions 
reductions achieved by Partner under the Program

Reports show partner statistics and segment summaries

Partner-specific statistics Segment summary
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Natural Gas STAR Program Updates: 
What’s New in 2019
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Background: Information Collection 
Request (ICR)

• The Paperwork Reduction Act stipulates that every federal 
agency obtain approval from the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) before collecting the same information 
from 10 or more members of the public

• Because the Natural Gas STAR Program collects information 
from more than 9 Partners annually, the Program is 
required to have an approved Information Collection 
Request (ICR): 
– Describes what information is being collected 

– Estimates the burden associated with collecting it
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ICR Background: Continued

• ICRs must be renewed every 3 years

• The Natural Gas STAR Program is currently in the process of 
renewing its ICR authorization, including some proposed 
changes to program forms and annual reporting to 
streamline and reduce burden to our Partners
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Proposed Program Updates

• EPA is proposing changes to minimize the program’s 
administrative elements and reduce burden on Partners:

– MOU:  streamlined, more flexible Partnership Agreement which 
consolidates the various segments into one document

– Excel Form-Based System:  transitioning from the online reporting 
tool will ease the reporting process by allowing partners to enter 
data in a simplified table format and email it to the Program

– Implementation Plans:  (optional); partners have the flexibility to 
use their own templates or templates provided by the Program to 
document their company-specific approaches to voluntary methane 
emission reductions
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Proposed Program Updates:
Partnership Agreement Form

• Program Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for 
joining the partnership has not been updated in 26 
years

• The new streamlined Partnership Agreement 
consolidates four separate segment-specific MOU 
forms into a single form

• It reflects reality that reporting is not the only way for 
companies to contribute and remain active in the 
Program
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DRAFT Updated Partnership Agreement 
(pending OMB approval) 



• Program is phasing out online reporting tool

• Program will transition to an Excel form-based system 

• Benefits of Excel forms for reporting:  
– Consolidates reporting elements
– Removes unnecessary data inputs
– Allows data entry into a simplified table format
– Reduces Partners’ reporting burden

Proposed Program Updates:
Streamlined Reporting Forms
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Proposed Timeline for the 2019 Reporting Season

Reporting email and forms sent to 
Partners

Spring 2019

Deadline for Partners to submit reports Summer 2019

Summary reports distributed to Partners Fall 2019
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Proposed Program Updates:
Reporting

• All reported activities will be called Best Management 
Practices (BMPs)

• Activities, technologies, and practices will be organized 
by emission source

• Methodologies for reporting emission reductions will 
include:

• New streamlined terminology

• Changes to the methodologies for 2 sources to be 
consistent with GHGRP
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Proposed Program Updates: Reporting 
Methodologies for Pneumatics

Pneumatic Controllers
• Current Gas STAR BMP:  only includes replacement of 

high-bleed devices 
• Proposed updated methodology:  

‐ Also include replacement of low-bleed controllers
‐ Calculate reductions using emission factors in GHGRP 

(Part 98 Subpart W)
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Proposed Program Updates: Reporting 
Methodologies for Mains and Services

Distribution Mains and Services
• Current Gas STAR BMP:

‐ Accounts for mains replacement of any type of material 
‐ Reductions calculated as miles of pipeline replaced multiplied 

by the pipeline material’s emission factor (from 1996 GRI 
Study)

• Proposed updated methodology:
‐ Accounts for replacement of cast iron and unprotected steel 

with specific types of pipeline
‐ Reductions calculated as the change in emissions that result 
‐ Continue to use 1996 GRI emission factors, consistent with 

GHGRP – Part 98 Subpart W



DRAFT PROPOSED Reporting Forms:
Production Segment

(subject to OMB approval)
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Draft Reporting Forms (subject to OMB approval):  
Partner Information

21
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2019



Draft Reporting Forms (subject to OMB approval):  
Dehydrator Vents 
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Draft Reporting Forms (subject to OMB approval):
Dehydrator Vents – Default Calculation



Draft Reporting Forms (subject to OMB approval):
Dehydrator Vents – Standard Calculation

24Program Updates Webinar -- March 13, 2019



Draft Reporting Forms (subject to OMB approval):
Dehydrator Vents – Other Calculation
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Draft Reporting Forms (subject to OMB approval):
Pneumatic Controllers
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Draft Reporting Forms (subject to OMB approval):
Pneumatic Controllers – Calculations
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Draft Reporting Forms (subject to OMB approval):
Additional Activities
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Draft Reporting Forms (subject to OMB approval):
Additional Activities – Selecting Activities
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Draft Reporting Forms (subject to OMB approval):
Additional Activities – Calculating Sunsets 
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Draft Reporting Forms (subject to OMB approval):
References
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For More Information

• Additional information is included in the Federal 
Register Notice on the Regulations.gov website

• Specific feedback should be submitted to the ICR 
docket by March 25, 2019

Enter the ICR renewal number 
“1736.08” in the Search box on 
https://www.regulations.gov/

Use the “Comment Now” button 
to submit a comment
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https://www.regulations.gov/


Any Questions?
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??

?? ?
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Upcoming Webinars

• Data and Analytics Webinar Series 

Later this Year

• All Partnership Conference (location TBD, anticipated 
in Fall 2019)
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Upcoming Events



Check Out 
the New Look and Feel 
of our Website!
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https://www.epa.gov/natural-gas-star-program
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Conclusion

• Thank you for participating and your continued support 
of the Natural Gas STAR Program!

• Please complete the poll questions to provide feedback 
and input on future topics.

➢ Jerome Blackman: (202) 343-9630 or 
blackman.jerome@epa.gov 

➢ Sarah Menassian: (202) 343-9165 or 
menassian.sarah@epa.gov 




