
Consumer Tool for Identifying Point of Use (POU)
Drinking Water Filters Certified to Reduce Lead

There are several American National Standards Institute (ANSI) accredited third-party 
certification bodies that evaluate POU drinking water filters for lead reduction. 

Each has a registered trademark that is used on certified products.

How Do I Know If a POU Filter Has Been Certified to Reduce Lead?

Certification Marks 

Note: for UL, text must be located 
underneath the mark, The File no. is a 
unique product identification number. 

Product Listing Directory: wqa.org/Find-Products#/

Product Listing Directory: csagroup.org/testingcertification/product-listing/

Product Listing Directory: pld.iapmo.org/
Product Listing Directory: database.ul.com/cgi-

bin/XYV/template/ LISEXT/1FRAME/index.html 

There is no mandatory federal requirement for the use of POU drinking water filters or for 
testing or third-party certification under the Safe Drinking Water Act. However, consumers 

can increase their level of confidence by purchasing filters that have been tested by an 
accredited third-party certification body or bodies for lead reduction and particulate 

reduction (Class I) capabilities against NSF/ANSI Standards 42 and 53.

Is Certification Required?

Certification bodies require their mark and a statement indicating testing against 
NSF/ANSI Standard 53 along with a claim of lead reduction.
We recommend that you also look for filters tested against 
NSF/ANSI Standard 42 for particulate reduction (Class I). 

Point of use, or POU, drinking water 
filters are used to remove impurities 
from water at the point that it is actually 
being used. Although there are others, 
the POU filters covered in this document 
are those used in filtration systems that 
are attached directly to water faucets, 
inserted into refrigerators for water 
dispensers and ice makers, or inserted 
into water pitchers and bottles. 

What are Point of Use Filters? Where are the Marks Located?

The certification marks can be found on 
the filter or on the smallest container in 
which the filter is packaged. NSF/ANSI 
Standards 42 and 53 text will be located 
under or near a certification mark. If lead 
reduction and particulate reduction 
(Class I) are not specifically mentioned in 
the text, information can be found in a 
table on the packaging, on the 
performance data sheet located inside 
the filter packaging or on the 
manufacturer's website, or in the 
certifier's online product listing directory. 
.

Product Listing Directory: info.nsf.org/Certified/DWTU/

Text for NSF/ANSI Standards 42 & 53 next to marks:
• Example text on packaging: Tested and Certified by (name of 

certification body) against NSF/ANSI Standards 42 and 53 for 
the claims specified on the Performance Data Sheet.

• Some companies may indicate lead removal in the text, or 
might simply state NSF/ANSI 53 or NSF/ANSI 42 above or below 
the mark.
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